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We all have a thirst. We were born hungry. We were born thirsty for God. God Himself gave us this thirst. Our thirst is meant to bring us back to God. God created this desire for Him within us. But we allow the “thing of this world” to quench our desires. However later in life, the thirst came back, as we realise that the earthly pleasures can’t satisfy us permanently... we seek for something else! 

The thirst is for righteousness... we thirst to be right with our Creator! Only God can permanently quench our thirst... only a divine drink can save us!!

Jesus said:  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they shall be filled”. (Matt 5:6 Sermon on the Mount)

We thirst for RIGHTEOUSNESS....But what is Righteousness?

1. What is righteousness

· Righteousness in its simplest definition is: To be in right-standing with God.
(For a longer definition, please refer to the section from Nelson’s Bible Dictionary quoted at the back of this study).

Righteousness is God’s standard of “correctness”. Righteousness is God’s “character”. God is RIGHTEOUS, and all that He is, is RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

-     His way of living.
· His way of loving.

· His way of forgiving.

· His way of diciplining.

· His way of thinking.

God’s perfection is RIGHTEOUSNESS. God is complete, He lacks nothing, He is RIGHTEOUS.

· Jesus tells us to THIRST for RIGHTEOUSNESS! ... This is a high standard, an impossible goal...? Yet Jesus tells us if we THIRST for RIGHTEOUSNESS we WILL be satisfied... in other words we will find what we seek!

2. Diffent types of Righteousness

a. The righteousness of the Law

· This is the system of following the rules and earning the points.

Jesus again: Matt 5:20 – “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 





the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Jesus was referring to the Righteousness the Scribes and Pharisees “earned” by following the Law in the most legalistic and strictest manner. They “earned” their right-standing with God, because they had done everything God had asked in the Law. They thought they were able to save themselves. This is called “self-righteousness” – earned by oneself. 
· Jesus said that this type of righteousness is not enough to enter the kingdom of heaven!... 

· Not enough?... No, we have to EXCEED their righteousness!
This is like Jesus telling us today – In order to be saved, we have to exceed the righteousness of Mother Teresa or Pope John Paul…! Yet this is true… we have to EXCEED their righteousness, we can only be saved by being as righteous as God is.
· We have to be perfect!
James 1:4 says… “But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking nothing.”

Jesus tells us to be perfect, Matt 5:48 … “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 








which is in heaven is perfect.”

Perfection means COMPLETE and missing nothing. Biblical Perfection is COMPLETENESS, having all we need to be WHOLE. We are called by Christ to be WHOLE and COMPLETE as God is!

“For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Obviously living a life of trying to earn our righteousness is a waste of energy! We must EXCEED the righteousness of the ENTIRE Law. Good Works do not earn us favor with God.

Good works show all those who are watching us that we love God, because if you love someone, you will do what they say… Jesus said.
But the works are the fruit of our Right-Standing with God, our salvations, they are not payment… We need to stop saying, “we are paying for our sins”. The ONLY way you can pay for your sins is TO DIE!!!!!
Paul says in Romans 4:4… “ Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace 

but as debt.”

· If you’re trying to earn (work) favor by your good works, you need to repent! You have a debt against you!

b) The righteousness of God
The only righteousness that can save us is God’s own Righteousness. To be saved, we have to be as righteous as God is! - This is the righteousness that EXCEEDS the Scribes and Pharisees.

God brought His righteousness to earth in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, who was the Christ. - Jesus is the righteousness of God.

Romans 3:21- 26 … “But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed (other than the Law, i.e. Christ), being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”

In order for God to make us Righteous, someone had to become our UN-righteousness! We cannot be both Righteous AND Unrighteous at the same time! We are one or the other…. Never BOTH… You choose!
· It’s called the great EXCHANGE… 2 Cor 5:21… Listen to this!
‘For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might become
 the righteousness of God in Him.”

· Don’t shout me down…. I never wrote this book! I’m only the echo trying to swallow it’s truth just like you!

Please note the grammar in this verse? “Essere” the verb “To Be” … not “to have”, as in possessing! This the POSSESIVE tense… WE ARE… not “have”… ARE!
· We don’t “have” God’s righteousness, we ARE God’s righteousness!

Jesus BECAME sin… He didn’t TAKE our sins away… He BECAME our sin on the Cross. It was because He BECAME sin that God withdrew His presence, and Jesus screamed out… 
“Father why have you forsaken Me?”

Jesus was alone for the very first time in His entire life! He became abandoned so that we could be re-united. He became Our sin so that we could become His righteousness.

· If you refuse to believe and accept this fact, you refuse the truth of the Cross of Christ.

Being the righteousness of God in Christ is a GIFT, no-one can earn it.

Many people think that Jesus’ suffering on the cross was an example to us, and that living a good life is sufficient for salvation…??? If this is so, then why did He have to become sin, why couldn’t He have just suffered and died, as an example… Why did He have to BECOME sin as well?

· So that we could BECOME the RIGHTEOUSNESS of God in Christ!

· The Great Exchange… Have you swapped yours yet?

Romans 5:17-19… Paul said it this way…    For if by the one man’s (Adam’s) offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 18Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s (Jesus) righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.”
- This is the reason to celebrate Christmas! Now there’s a reason for a party!
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RIGHTEOUSNESS — holy and upright living, in accordance with God’s standard. The word “righteousness” comes from a root word that means “straightness.” It refers to a state that conforms to an authoritative standard. Righteousness is a moral concept. God’s character is the definition and source of all righteousness (Gen. 18:25; Deut. 32:4; Rom. 9:14). Therefore, the righteousness of human beings is defined in terms of God’s.

In the Old Testament the term “righteousness” is used to define our relationship with God (Ps. 50:6; Jer. 9:24) and with other people (Jer. 22:3). In the context of relationships, righteous action is action that promotes the peace and well-being of human beings in their relationships to one another.

For example, Adam and Eve would have acted righteously in their relationship with God if they had obeyed Him, because His commands defined that relationship. The Ten Commandments and related laws defined Israel’s relationship with God. To obey those laws was to act righteously, because such obedience maintained the covenant relationship between God and His people.

The sacrificial system in the Old Testament and the cross of Jesus in the New Testament show people’s need for righteousness. Sin is disobedience to the terms that define our relationship with God and with other people. Since the Fall in the Garden of Eden, people have been inherently unrighteous. As the prophet Isaiah said, “We are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Is. 64:6). We cannot be righteous in the sight of God on our own merits. Therefore, people must have God’s righteousness imputed, or transferred, to them.

The cross of Jesus is a public demonstration of God’s righteousness. God accounts or transfers the righteousness of Christ to those who trust in Him (Rom. 4:3–22; Gal. 3:6; Phil. 3:9). We do not become righteous because of our inherent goodness; God sees us as righteous because of our identification by faith with His Son.

�Ronald F. Youngblood, general editor; F.F. Bruce and R.K. Harrison, consulting editors, Nelson’s new illustrated Bible dictionary: An authoritative one-volume reference work on the Bible with full color illustrations [computer file], electronic edition of the revised edition of Nelson’s illustrated Bible dictionary, Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1995.
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