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Food For Thought # 2:  “The Gift of Grace”                                                                      by Dona Di Giorgio

Towards the end of last year I felt tired, drained and frustrated, as a mother, a wife and as a home cell leader. The year was coming to an end and while preparing for a short holiday away, I became aware of a feeling of dread and anxiety at the thought of the new year looming ahead. Much physical and mental rest was needed but even more than that, I was seeking the Lord for a spiritual revival. On my knees, I asked the Father to search deep within me and reveal the source of my problem. “My grace is sufficient for you. For my strength is made perfect in weakness” The Word from 2 Corinthians 12:9 came loud and clear within minutes of asking but its revelation took a while longer. 

       I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt the word came directly from the throne room of God. I knew the scripture off by heart, its location in the Bible, its author, circumstances and context, but it brought me no immediate comfort or relief. I determined to hang on to it until it would drop from my mind into my spirit. 

     God began to confirm His Word. He showed me that I had been trying hard to serve Him, my family and others, without allowing His grace to flow through me! In my eagerness and willingness to obey Him, I had shut down the very source of His Spirit (grace)!  Reading the words written by the apostle Paul to the Galatians, their meaning became crystal clear “Foolish Galatians (Foolish Dona)! Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having began in the Spirit are you now being made perfect by the flesh?”  (Gal. 3:1-3). How could I have missed it? What a fool I had been to turn my back on God’s gift of Grace! Scripture after scripture began to come to mind “….and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…..” (Is 64:6) – “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage….” (Gal 5:1) – “Not by might, nor by power but by My Spirit!” (Zech 4:6)

The reality of my failure became so overwhelming I let out a sob followed by an unrestrained flow of tears. Forgive me, Jesus! Then my sorrow turned into relief. A sense of indescribable peace entered my being as more of the Word poured into me “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble, therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Pet 5:7). I then understood that the source of my frustration had been God Himself, ‘God resists (another word for this is frustrates) the proud but gives grace to the humble’ – I had been trusting in my own strength (pride), foolishly believing it was required of me to try my best, not realizing my best wasn’t nearly good enough, and only God’s best would have made the difference…. Jesus Himself and His work on the cross! All the time spent in prayer, all my positive confessions, all my Bible studies, efforts and good works could not buy me God’s blessings, peace and rest, but exhaustion and aggravation! Only His Grace (power of the Holy Spirit to meet the evil tendency of men) could move my mountains!

      The Law of God is a wonderful gift….. But it also has an ability to increase sin because, in our own strength, we cannot follow it. One of its functions is to show how inadequately equipped we are to adhere to it and that God’s Grace is the only Way. I received some comfort realizing that in order to better grasp the significance of Grace, I had to experience first hand the futility of my best efforts to follow the law! We are to live our Christian life the same way we are saved: by Grace….through Faith (Eph 2:8-9). Grace is the power of God (Holy Spirit) coming through the channel of Faith to meet our struggles and frustrations. At times we struggle and will fail even when doing the very task God has called us to accomplish, because we gradually begin to rely on our own performance, leading to frustration and doubt. A real understanding of Grace will dispel any worry and strife, because they are works of the flesh! God will complete the work He has started in us, but only if we allow Him to do so and do not interfere by placing our own human works as obstacles to the flow of His Grace. 

Finally, as I was brought back to the very first scripture the Lord gave me “ My Grace is sufficient for you for My strength is made perfect in (your) weakness” I felt the burden lift off my shoulders, with an assurance of rest and victory. The Lord guided me to another scripture that is a direct reply to my question of how am I to continue serving Him: “Then they asked Him, ‘What must we do to do the works that God requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the One He has sent.’” (John 6:28-29)

Scripture readings : 2 Cor 12:9 – James 4:6 – Eph 2:6-8 – 1 Pet 5:7 – Zech 4:6 – Rom 4:4 – Isaiah 64:6 – Gal 5:1-4; 3:2
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