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     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community
Food For Thought # 3:  “The Cloud of His Glory”                                                by Sergio & Karon da Silva
PRAISE THE LORD, ALL YOU PEOPLE, FOR HE IS GOOD, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER!!!

Greetings to all the Companions of “The Ark Community”.
   



            January 2007
Karon and I have been blessed by His Goodness and Mercy, over and over in the last few years. For that, we give our Father, His Son Jesus – our Lord and the Holy Spirit, all of the Glory and Praise !
Earlier this month, we came across a very significant verse in His Word that brought a new meaning 

to our lives and call, here in Ireland.

In 2 Chronicles chapter 5, we read that King Solomon had completed the building of God’s Temple. What a significant time for God’s people. Once again, they had managed a great task, certainly one that pleased the Most High God. Straight away Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, with the sole purpose of bringing the “Ark of the Covenant of the Lord”, from the City of David, in Zion, to Jerusalem.

The Levites and all the Priests (all the Ministering Gifts + the Five Fold Ministers), gathered the Ark of the Covenant (God’s Word – the tablets of the 10 Commandments), the Tent of Meeting (Church buildings) and all the holy vessels (all equipment and administration tools) and brought them to Jerusalem (place of worship, Place of Peace, our renewed minds) and placed them all in the Temple (our hearts). All, that was significant to God, were to be together in one place, at one time … What a glorious occasion.

In verses 11 – 14 (Amplified Bible) the Word tells us: “And when the priests had come out of the Holy Place – for all the priests present had sanctified themselves from everything that defiles, without regard to their divisions. And all the Levites who were singers – all of those of Asaph, Heman and Jetuthun, with their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, having cymbals, harps and lyres – stood at the east end of the altar and with them 120 priests blowing trumpets; And when the trumpeters and singers were joined in unison, making one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord, and they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and other instruments for song and praised the Lord, saying, For He is good, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever, then the house of the Lord was filled with a cloud, So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.

You see, when the priests came out sanctified, filled with God in their hearts, cleansed from all that defiles, they came together without any divisions. Each Levite family had different duties in the Temple (much like our Denominations) and each had their own purpose (as the Body of Christ has – 1 Cor. 12:27), they had diversities of gifts; differences of administration; diversities of operations; but all in all, unto one Lord (1 Cor. 12:4-6). Yet, they were together reminded of the one Covenant they had in common, one Lord and one God, with their differences put to one side...! In verse 13, all of the priests and Levites worshipped together, joined in unison, making one sound (one praise, one faith). Only then, was the house of the Lord, His Temple (the body of Christ), filled with His glory, so much so that the priests could not stand and minister.
Let us remain together, praying and supporting those who work constantly towards a “joined unison” in the body of Christ, building His Kingdom and offering it as a “sacrifice of praise” unto Him.

Karon and I commend you all for standing together as “The Ark Community”, joined in unison, for a glorious day, the day of our Lord. May the Cloud, the tangible presence of God, fill the house of God, even the BODY OF CHRIST !!!
2 Chronicles chapter 5: 11-14, 1 Cor. 12:27, 1 Cor. 12:4-6, John 17:20-23
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