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Food For Thought # 5:  “That the World may believe”
  



     by Tony Palmer
What we are called to is not our own doing…! The ministry of Reconciliation, we have as a Community is neither theological nor logical, but it is HISTORICAL and the whole Earth and Body of Christ will profit from the UNITY of the Christian Church… It is promised that Jesus will come back…! Does that interest anyone out there?

Remember John 17:20-21  “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”
Some might read this and say… “It doesn’t say Jesus is coming back when we all UNITE?” Agreed, but it does say that we need to be ONE so that those we witness to will believe our testimony. And when the masses begin believing our testimonies and witnessing, even the Jewish people will begin to turn to Christ (which they have already began in greater numbers every year), something very special has been promised to us…

Romans 11:15   … “For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
Here Apostle Paul is talking about how we Gentiles were blessed when Israel rejected their Messiah. Their rejection of Jesus turned God’s attention to the Gentile world… We got offered Jesus “after” Israel’s rejection of Him. God gave Israel the “right of first refusal” and we (Gentiles) got blessed by it. But Paul continues…. If their rejection led to our salvation… imagine what will happen when they accept Him…? Paul calls it “Life from the Dead”. Most biblical scholars call it … THE SECOND COMING…!  The Resurrection of the Saints…!
“For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
It’s true that God uses signs and wonders to confound the wise and convert the unsaved… But this is not a solid scriptural foundation for evangelization. Signs and Wonders should and do follow those who believe, but these POWER GIFTS demonstrate the Kingdom of God has arrived and that God’s “will” is on Earth as it is in Heaven, even though this may not be fully revealed… yet! … we still see in part…!

But our UNITY is the BIBLICAL foundation for making unsaved people believe that God sent Jesus to Earth to save them…. “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us,
 that the world may believe that You sent Me.”
Therefore any evangelistically spirited believer needs to evangelize from the position of UNITY. This alone should stop Evangelists speaking out and publicly criticizing the local Pastor. This alone should make us all reconsider patching up some of our broken relationships …wherever it is possible…! Unconditional love doesn’t stop at many walls. It’s not the love than runs out; it’s we who stop running…! (Yes I’m preaching to myself…!)

The most recent count tallies the number of Charismatic Roman Catholic “Spirit Filled Believers” to be around 150 Million worldwide. These stats come from those who have actually made a profession of being “Spirit Filled”. Only God Himself knows how many more Millions their probably is.

Let me leave you with this last thought…. The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification was signed by both the Lutheran and Catholic Churches on October 31, 1999, bringing an end to the “Protest” which gave “birth to” and “fed” the Protestant movement worldwide. Here is a quote from one of the signing Bishops, Christian Krause:  "We are witnessing a significant day in the history of our churches. For the first time in centuries, here in Augsburg, we are again setting foot on common ground. Antagonism and frequently even enmity between our churches have been the source of conflicts, distress and suffering for many people, in many countries on this earth. May God give us new strength for reconciliation and the courage to seek peace."
 If the “protest” is over, what are we continuing to protest against …………… Freedom of diversity?
Scripture readings: John 17:20-23, John 10:16, Rom 12:4-7, 1 Cor 10:17, 1 Cor 12:12-20, Eph 2:16, Eph 4:4, Col 3:15 
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