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Food For Thought # 10:  “What Is Man That You Are Mindful Of Him”             by Sergio & Karon da Silva
PRAISE THE LORD, ALL YOU PEOPLE, FOR HE IS GOOD, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER!!!

Greetings to all the Companions of “The Ark Community”.

Let me begin by asking this:  What is man’s purpose here on earth?
We have heard it being said that God wanted fellowship and therefore He created man.
This brings me to my next question: With all of God’s creative power, was He short of entertainment?  Or perhaps, was God bored with Himself?  Surely, man is not short of surprises and so, does man keep God occupied?

The Psalmist says in Psalm 8 that “God is mindful of man”.  Does this really mean that God’s mind is full of man?  In verse 5 the Word also tells us that “yet God has made man a little lower than Elohim and crowned him with glory and honour”.

You may ask “what kind of glory has God crowned man with?”  Let’s look in Genesis 1:26-28 where God (Elohim of verses 1 to 31) said “let us (Elohim) make man in our image, after Our likeness : and let them have dominion and complete authority and Elohim created man in His Own image, in the image and likeness of Elohim He created him...and Elohim blessed them and said, be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth, and subdue it and have dominion...”.  From the above I take it that God was saying to man “fill the earth with My glory, the kind of glory that I have given you, take dominion and complete aithority, My kind of authority”.
Let’s take a moment and examine the word “glory”.  In the Greek the word is “doxa” which means glory; weighty; fullness; attribute; heaviness; exhibition of skills, beauty, power and authority.  This is the kind of glory we are filled with.  An exhibition of godly skills, godly beauty, godly power and godly authority.

The glory or ability or attribute of the birds of the air is to fly.  The glory of the fish of the sea is to swim.  The glory of the flower of the fields is to present beauty on the earth.

In 1 Cor 11:7 Paul lets us know that the glory of man is to shine the image and glory of God, his full ability and attribute, exhibiting his skills, beauty, power and authority.  In 1 Thess 2:12 the Word teaches us that God has called us unto His kindgom and glory.

The more we read and study His Word, the more we absorb His glory and thus observe and practice it on the earth.

In the Old Testament, we see many examples of the glory of God being manifested upon man.  Each time the Isrealites worshipped God and reflected His glory, it would manifest in their ability to conquer and prosper.

In the New Testament, His glory is manifested in us through His Holy Spirit.

We find ourselves giving and receiving of His love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness and self-control.  In Gal 5:22 the Word also tells us that against these (His glory) there is no law that can bring a charge.

Doesn’t the Word say that “Christ in us is our hope of glory”?  (Col 1:24-27).  Therefore, let us remind ourselves that everything we do, we do it to the glory of God, (1 Cor 10:31) that we be full of all the fruits of righteousness, unto His glory (Phil 1:9-11).  Therefore, LET’S SHINE HIS GLORY ON THE EARTH.
Shine on, companions, shine on!!!  (Isaiah 60:1-9). 
Ps 8; Gen 1:26-28; 1 Cor 11:7; 1 Thess 2:12; Gal 5:22 & 23; Col 1:24-27; 1 Cor 10:31; Phil 1:9-11; Is 60:1-9
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