
 

 
 
The Love of God and for God is the greatest gift we could ever receive. And 
one of the most beautiful passages in the Bible is the one that speaks about 
this Love: 1 Corinthians 13. I’ve found a beautiful revision of these verses in 
the book Imitation of Christ which I would like to share with you.  
 
 
 
Love is an excellent thing, a very great blessing, indeed. It makes every difficulty 
easy, and bears all wrongs with equanimity. For it bears a burden without being 
weighted and renders sweet all that is bitter. 
 
Love often knows no limits but overflows all bounds. Love feels no burden, 
thinks nothing of troubles, attempts more than it is able, and does not plead 
impossibility, because it believes that it may and can do all things.  
 
For this reason, it is able to do all, performing and effecting much where he who 
does not love fails and falls.  
 
Love is watchful. Sleeping, it does not slumber. Wearied, it is not tired. Pressed, 
it is not straitened. Alarmed, it is not confused, but like a living flame, a burning 
torch, it forces its way upward and passes unharmed through every obstacle.  
 
Love is swift, sincere, kind, pleasant, and delightful. Love is strong, patient and 
faithful, prudent, long-suffering, and manly. Love is never self-seeking, for in 
whatever a person seeks himself there he falls from love. Love is circumspect, 
humble, and upright. It is neither soft nor light, nor intent upon vain things. It is 
sober and chaste, firm and quiet, guarded in all the senses. 
 
If a man loves, he will know the sound of this voice. For this warm affection of 
soul is a loud voice crying in the ears of God, and it says: “My God, my love, You 
are all mine and I am all Yours.   
 
Give me an increase of love that I may learn to taste with the inward lips of my 
heart how sweet it is to love, how sweet to be dissolved in love and bathe in it.  
 
Let me love You more than myself, and let me not love myself except for Your 
sake. In You let me love all those who truly love You, as the law of love, which 
shines forth from You, commands. 
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