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Food For Thought # 12:“Called beyond the minimum”    _                        __   _​​​_________ _by Tony Palmer
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We are called to obey the “unwritten” code … the “why” behind the command. Many Christian remain in the infant stage of following the commands, this leads to a legalistic form of Christianity, which ultimately festers nothing but death. The Bible states, “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty”. St. Paul was a bold apostle of God, he understood the “onward and upward” call of Christ, in fact he referred to the Law as the “the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones” and the “the ministry of condemnation.” 

Paul is not disrespecting or “tearing down” the Law by demonizing it … not at all, he tells us in this same passage of scripture that the Law was glorious, but rather than breaking it down, he understands God wants us to break THROUGH the Law and live the SPIRIT of the Law. He puts it like this …“Our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” Please take note of the underlined words … “ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit…! We are all ministers (it’s a function not a title), remember the Protestant Reformation … “The Priesthood of all believers…? 
We fought for it, so why not live it out. We are all called to “ad-minister” our gifts in accordance with the Spirit of the Word. This means we are to forgive more times then is required by the Law. “Must we forgive seven times Lord?” … His Spirit answers, “No 70 x 7 My Child.” i.e. Forgive always! 
Do I have to bless those who bless me Lord? … Not just them but bless them all, even those who hate you! … Do I have to serve those who can pay me back somehow, someday? … No serve them all, even those who don’t appreciate you and in fact, throw in a second mile just to show them your heart attitude! … Lord, must I give only 10% of my income away? … You can start there but I want you to be a hilarious giver and give every time I ask you to … even to those who you think don’t deserve it, for I am kind to the unthankful and the evil…!
This week, take some time out to read the “Sermon on the Mount” again (Matthew Chapters 5-7 & Luke 16:7-49). Jesus did not come to destroy the Law but to empower us and encourage us to go beyond what is written and delve into the depth of God’s heartbeat … that which is behind the Law. Jesus repeated the phrase, “You have heard it said, but I say…” He was referring to the Law that they had heard preached … “the bare minimum” … Well these day are over My Friends … this was Jesus’ message. The days of the “bare minimum obedience” are gone! Let’s get into the SPIRIT of the Law.
Let’s spend time this week in silent contemplation asking God to show us, in which area of our lives are we still obeying the “bare minimum.” Where in our lives have we “Christianized” the Law? Are we ministers of the Law, the bare minimum … or are we hilarious givers, hilarious forgivers, sacrificial servants, administers of Grace?
27“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28“bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29“To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30“Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31“And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33“And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34“And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
Scripture readings: 2 Cor. 3:4-18, Luke 6:27-36, Matt Ch. 5,6 & 7, Luke 16:7-49
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Don’t hide the gift God has placed within you…! Lift up your head, be encouraged and walk in the fullness of WHO you are … YOU are the gift …!


		       ________________________


As Christians we have a higher calling than Israel. This sounds wrong to say but it’s true. Israel had the Law to “attain to”, we Christians have the “Sermon on the Mount”… you see, Jesus took things further … He gave us a calling not to follow the Law but, to follow the “Spirit of the Law” which is far deeper than obeying a written code … we are called to obey God’s HEARTBEAT, His heart behind the Law … we are called to go beyond the letters on the page, but to seek to live out God’s motivation behind what was written … this is a deeper calling! Let’s read “between” the lines…!











