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Food For Thought # 13: “To Be or not To Be”    _                         __   _​​​_________ 
           _by Tony Palmer
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Oil on Canvas collage of the Crucifixion by an Artist in Venice, Italy. The original hangs in our Kitchen at Home.

As life begins to affect us and as we begin to interact with it – it changes us…!  Change in and of itself is not bad, but we must be cognizant of its affect upon us … no-one is left untouched, no-one is immune to it affects … life affects us all. Therefore we are left to wage a war against loosing ourselves. Quoting George Barna, “Modern life is an exercise in dealing with distractions.”  This leaves us in a paradoxical situation, as we are required to “let go” in order to “be saved”, to loose in order to find, to give away in order to receive … we need to be vigilant of the direction in which the affects of our world are moving us. The directions are either AWAY from God or TOWARDS God. We are expected to recognize our own divine creation and then take responsibility to protect ourselves from being corrupted by life as it impacts us. Life impacts us all and therefore we need to take a daily “Damage Control” and appropriate the necessary healing balm through an honest and very real presence of God in our lives. 


Lengthy times of contemplation in “soaking prayer” allowing the gentle presence of God to enter into our dark corners is the only way to regain lost ground. “We did not decide who we are but we do decide who we become.” Our creation was God’s own doing, God’s sovereign design but our transformation in life is our cooperation … how “we” react to life and what it makes us into…! What we become is the result of our submission or refusal of the divine intension of God on our lives on a daily basis … you see, what we “DO” changes us … Habits affect character and character is “who” we are. St. Paul when writing to the Roman Christians said we have two choices – either we can “conform to the world’s ways” or we can be “transformed to God’s ways.”  Here again is the moving “towards or away” from God. In a very simplistic way, all of life’s activities can be judged by this litmus test. “Does this move me towards or away from God and who God created me to be?” Some of you may remember the “What Would Jesus Do” (WWJD) wristbands? – This is in effect the path to self-awareness. Finding God entails also finding ourselves…! It is true what the old song sings, … “I was lost, but now I’m found.” We were lost to both God and ourselves – When we received Christ as our personal Savior and Lord, He immediately placed us on the path of self-awareness as we are His partners in regaining and re-establishing the Kingdom of God in our lives. Only through regaining the Kingdom within can we discover our purpose for the life we live – because who we are is what we are supposed to be doing. Our “works” are the “fruit” of who we are…! And by our fruits our Lord will recognize us … NOT our WORKS … it is our fruit that scar our souls with the marks of Christ. It is the divine fruit in our character that cause our Lord to recognize us and open eternal immortality to us.

It is God’s handprint on our lives, which is the proof that He has come to us and re-established His dominion. This dominance can not be hidden – if it can be, then it is not a genuine dominance. Let us all welcome Christ’s invasion of our kingdom within us and beg Him to invade our dark un-touched corners and to convert us to the very core.
    Christ Help us to submit to your invasion.
Father give us the Grace to submit.

Spirit of God permeate our world within.

God almighty – Your will be done within our lives as You planned it in eternity past …. Amen†

Scripture readings: Psalms 139:13-18; Ephesians 2:10; Romans 12:1-3
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“Our Lives are the Fruit of WHO we are”


_____________________________________


“WHO” we are is determined by many influencing factors. It all begins with a divine inspiration and expression of God’s very own “will”. We “are” because He wanted us “to be”…! Our very existence is the physical expression of God’s desire and plan to accomplish a specific task on His planet – We are the expressed image of the “will” of God – Elohim, the creator of the Cosmos.  (Selah)











