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Food For Thought # 14: “Ideal Christianity”    _                                                                           by Tony Palmer

From the letter to Celantia from Pelagius (4th Century Celtic Monk)
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Glastonbury Tor, SW England. Traditionally believed to be the 1st Christian Community in the British Isles.
For whenever you have the “kind of attitude” toward another that you wish another to have towards you, then you are keeping to the “way of righteousness.” But whenever you are the kind of person to another that you want NO-ONE to be to you, then you have abandoned the “way of righteousness.” See how demanding and how difficult is this business of keeping the divine law! 

Our Father wants love between us to be established and maintained by MUTUAL ACTS of KINDNESS, and all to united to one another by MUTUAL LOVE; so that, while each one provides for the other what ALL want provided for themselves, total righteousness, as in this commandment of God, may be the common benefit of Humankind. And – how wonderful is God’s mercy! … how ineffable His kindness! – He promises us a reward if we love each other, that is, if we give each other those things of which each of one of us has need in return. But with a proud and ungrateful spirit, we oppose His will, when even His command is an act of kindness. 
Father, kind Lord of Heaven and Earth

Give us today our daily bread

Give us also a heart to share the bread we freely receive from You

Freely we received and freely we desire to give

Help us to love as we should

To love other, as You love us … without reason …. Amen†
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‘Whatsoever you wish that others should do to you, do also to them.’


_____________________________________


You should take out and write over your heart that sentence of the Gospel which is offered to us from the mouth of the Lord as the epitome of all righteousness: ‘Whatsoever you wish that other should do to you, do also to them’; and to express the full force of this precept, He adds the statement: ‘For this is the Law and the Prophets,’ (Matt 7:12). The types and categories of righteousness are infinite, and it is more difficult not only to record them with the pen but also to grasp them in thought; but He includes them all in ONE brief sentence and either acquits or condemns the hidden consciences of men and women by the secret judgment of the mind. 





With every act , therefore, with every word, even with every thought let this sentences be re-examined, since, like a mirror ready and always to hand, it reveals the nature of your will and also either exposes the wrong in the case of an unrighteous deed or shows cause for rejoicing in the case of a righteous one.


				    (Selah)














