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Food For Thought # 15: “The Victim”    _                                                 _____                          by Tony Palmer

Inspired by a “Sacred Reading” (Lectio Divina) of Luke 10:30-35 “The Good Samaritan.”
Many use this story to provoke us to Christian service. It has been used on us a million times and we ourselves have used it on others a million times. It is true that God has called us to be Samaritans, Good Samaritans, even to our enemies. We are not to follow the example of the ‘religious’ and walk on the other side of the street – we are called to STOP… and to love without reason, without conditions and without ending. Love never fails … it endures always!

Transformation is our primary calling, not ‘mission’. The ancient Church Fathers lived by the maxim, “Being precedes doing.” St. Irenaeus (185 AD) said, “The Glory of God is Man fully alive.” 

So this week, let’s play the part of the victim. Let Christ be the Good Samaritan to us. “We” were walking away from Jerusalem, “we” were enemies of the cross and its Christ, the world “we” loved attacked us and left us for dead – and then came along Christ – without any invite, while “we” were His enemy, He picked us up and left us with the Inn-keeper, promising to return to take us home with Him.

Therefore, I exhort you to read this portion of scripture a number of times this week and let Christ stop for YOU, heal YOU, carry YOU and care for YOU until He comes back for YOU, as promised.
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“The Glory of God is Man fully alive.”


St. Irenaeus (2nd Century AD)


_____________________________________





“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31“Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32“Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34“So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35“On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’				    (Selah)











