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Food For Thought # 16: “My Favorite Shirt”    _                                                                     by Michelle Rogers
A couple of years ago, my husband, Martin, gave me a shirt for my birthday. The second I unwrapped it, I loved it: it was soft, striped, well cut. As I unbuttoned it to try it on, I noticed the label in the collar – it said ‘made with love’. 
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I thought about that label a lot. I realised that the shirt hadn’t just been made with love. I’m told that I’m quite difficult to buy presents for so Martin had put a lot of thought into what to buy. He’d looked at lots of different shirts and finally selected this one as absolutely the perfect shirt for me: it was chosen with love.  Because it was the perfect shirt, the fact he’d spent a long time looking for it and its price became irrelevant to him: he wanted to get it for me: it was bought with love. 

What is love? 1 John 4: 8 tells us that ‘God is love’. In that case, we are made with love -

For You formed my inward parts; 
You covered me in my mother's womb. 

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Marvelous are Your works, 
And that my soul knows very well.
(Psalm 139: 13-14)
We are chosen with love …!

“
But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy”.

(1 Peter 2: 9-10)
We are bought with love …!
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

(John 3: 16)

Whatever you do this week, remember that you are made with love, chosen with love and bought with love.
Scripture Ref: Psalm 139:13-14; 1 Peter 2:9-10; John 3:16; Eph 2:10
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