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Food For Thought # 17: “Worship that changes you”    _                                                           by Tony Palmer

While preparing a message for a recent Praise & Worship Conference – I pondered on the questions… “Does God seek to be worshipped?” … Does God Almighty “need” to be worshipped? … After much prayer, thought and research it was revealed to me that God neither seeks worship for “Himself” nor does He have any “need” to be worshipped…! So then WHY do we worship Him? and WHY do we teach others to worship and why were we having a “Worship Conference?” 

It’s a simple answer and the answer is best remembered as it is a key to understanding many other questions we may have about our relationship with God – The answer is … it’s not about Him … it’s about us…! … Let me explain.

a. God is not seeking worship, but “WORSHIPPERS”. “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” Our Father is seeking Worshippers not the “worship” as such. He is seeking the kind of people that are worshippers by nature. He is seeking a “kind” of person; the focus is on the nature of those He seeks not on what He receives from them. God is seeking for us to “be” worshippers more than He seeks to be worshipped. He created us to be worshippers, worshipping comes relatively easy for us humans, we worship almost anything that brings pleasure to us, both good and bad…!?!?
b. If this is true, then why would God want “US” to “BE” worshippers?  What does worship do to/for us? …. It changes us. Yes, worship is transformational; let’s look at this principle in the Word of God. ““But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord”. Quite clearly the Word tells us as we BEHOLD we get TRANSFORMED. Beholding is worshipping, as beholding requires us to focus, constantly meditate and be mindful of that which we are consumed by. As we BEHOLD Him we get TRANSFORMED into the SAME IMAGE… the Word said it, not me, I merely read it …! So why are we to worship Him? … so we can become like Him, which is our destiny… “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”
Worship is to be focused on something. Amazed? Well this principle of Transformational Worship works both in the positive and negative. Ever seen someone who hates their parent? They end up being just like them… Hate is just negative worship, it is focusing on something or someone until it eventually transforms and consumes you. This is why God wants us to worship Him, not for His sake but for ours. He knows that we are born worshippers, He knows He can’t stop us worshipping, He knows what effect our worshipping will have on us and so He gives us the safest thing in the entire universe to worship and to be transformed into… the image of God Himself.
Friends, worship is one of God’s methods of saving our souls. We are fallen in many areas of our lives, God desires to put the pieces of our souls back together, Worship is one of His many spiritual disciplines He uses to heal and transform us. He wants us back to the way we were before we fell..!!! Transformational Worship is part of the path back home. Therefore beware of the groups who reject Church in it’s Congregational style of Worship, Sunday morning or whenever you go to church, as we worship, we are being changed on the very spot, we the Church are a Community of many congregations, we are ONE Household of many different Tribes… but we are ONE… on our way home…!
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2 Cor 3:18; John 4:23; Rom 8:29-30; Rom 12:1-3
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‘Worship is one of the ways God plans to change the World.’


__________________________________


He’s changing it one Worshipper at a time…!




















