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Food For Thought # 20: “First Things First”    _                                                                      by Arden Lockwood
But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness
(His way of doing and being right), … (Matthew 6:33a  AMP)
How do I choose to seek my God first above all things? Do I choose to attend seminary? Do I choose to serve Him as a pastor? While these acts may become the choices of a Christian called to full-time ministry, the God of the Heavens who lives in each of us is actually asking us each to seek Him first in our daily acts, in our more routine choices. 

As a new creation adopted into the Family of God, Lord, help me to seek You first…
Before I start my day
Before I eat my meal
Before I do my homework
Before I meet with my manager
Before I speak to my child
Before I love my husband
Before I console my friend
Before I ignore the homeless
Before I go on vacation
Before I buy my dress
Before I criticize my pastor

Before I judge another person’s beliefs

Before I allow my fears to paralyze me

Before my words or my actions magnify my flesh and 

not the Holy God who loves me unconditionally

I just want to be more like Jesus…

Lord, thank You for Your promise that—as I renew my mind and crucify my flesh—I can minister Your unconditional love to the world around me—and to myself—by the grace, joy, abundance, and power of Your Holy Spirit.

But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in triumph [as trophies of Christ's victory] 
and through us spreads and makes evident the fragrance of the knowledge of God everywhere,

For we are the sweet fragrance of Christ [which exhales] unto God, [discernible alike] among those 
who are being saved and among those who are perishing:

To the latter it is an aroma [wafted] from death to death [a fatal odor, the smell of doom]; 
to the former it is an aroma from life to life [a vital fragrance, living and fresh]. 
And who is qualified (fit and sufficient) for these things?
 [Who is able for such a ministry? We?]

For we are not, like so many, [like hucksters making a trade of] peddling God's Word 
[shortchanging and adulterating the divine message]; 
but like [men] of sincerity and the purest motive, as [commissioned and sent] by God, 
we speak [His message] in Christ (the Messiah), in the [very] sight and presence of God. 
(2 Corinthians 2:14-17 AMP)
Lord, may my daily choices—to wisely act and speak—continuously reflect and magnify Your Fruits of the Spirit in my heart with sincere and pure motives: to multiply Your Kingdom on earth and to defeat the enemy’s desire that I magnify my flesh. 



        

Meditation: Galatians 5.
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