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Food For Thought # 21: “Empty Vessels”    _                                                                     by Adele Raise

When we make Jesus our Lord and Saviour a new life begins for us. We start a wonderful journey with God, a journey that brings us closer to Him and His love. God doesn’t leave us alone in this journey. He sends us the Holy Spirit so that He can keep us company, but also guides us, counsels us, comforts us, strengthens us, encourages us and teaches us. He edifies us spiritually so that we mature as God’s children and become stronger and stronger in His Word and in our faith. This way we can become aware of our purpose and our calling on this earth.

However when we accept Jesus in our hearts we change, we become new creatures. Our old self doesn’t exist anymore. We prepare ourselves to receive Jesus, Who comes to abide within us. It is in that exact moment that we become vessels prepared to receive Him. Our body becomes the tabernacle in which Jesus, the living God, lives. However to be really Christ’s home, the vessel must be empty, that is, we must empty our being. We no longer live, but Christ lives in us (Gal 2:20). The essential step we must do in our walk of faith is to learn to empty ourselves to allow God to fill us with Himself. We had a great example to do that, Jesus, and we are called to follow Him. Jesus, coming on the earth, has annihilated Himself, becoming servant and man (Phil 2:6-7). 

We are called to humble ourselves in order to become God’s servants, so that we can fulfil the works that God has previously prepared for us. We must learn to hear with Jesus’ ears, to see with Jesus’ eyes, to speak with Jesus’ mouth, to love with Jesus’ heart. We must learn to relinquish our thoughts, our dreams and desires so that God can fill us with His thoughts, His desires, His will, His Word. We are the clay in the potter’s hands. God is the Potter and we are the clay that wants to be moulded, shaped, formed by Him. Only when the vessels will be really empty, we will be ready to fulfil God’s wonderful works and at that point we will become the tabernacle of the living God.

This process of total renouncing of ourselves takes place slowly and it is not at all easy but it’s necessary in our walk of faith, even because our spirit longs to surrender to the Father. It’s what God called us to do and we must not be afraid because there is no place safer and more protected than Christ’s arms. All that He is asking us to do is to surrender ourselves in His arms and let us to be “overwhelmed” by Him. Without God we are lost, it’s in Him that we find our reason to live. 

S. Francis of Assisi in one of his prayers said that it’s only when we die that we rise again to the Eternal Life. It’s only when we die to ourselves that we have God’s life, the eternity. 

We are clay in God’s hands. Are we really ready to let us be moulded by Him and to be fulfilled only by Him? 

Scripture Ref: Psalm 63: 1-5; Isaiah 64:8; Matthew 16: 24-25
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