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     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community
Food For Thought # 22:  “Unity in the Kingdom”                                                by Sergio & Karon da Silva
PRAISE THE LORD, ALL YOU PEOPLE, FOR HE IS GOOD, FOR HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER!!!

“SHALOM” to all the Companions of “The Ark Community”.
   


            August 2007
Karon and I are continuously being blessed by His Goodness and Mercy. For that, we give our Father, His Son Jesus – our Lord, and the Holy Spirit, all of the Glory, Honour and Praise !   
It is always an amazing feast, seeing God perform His Will and Purpose in our lives ... He directs our paths !!!
A few weeks back, I was asked to preach at one of the church communities in Cork, Ireland, and God directed me to speak on the Unity of the Kingdom. Somehow, most churches tend to be autonomous, independent and self-sufficient, three attributes that have helped with the state of the present Church. This, amalgamated with a touch of pride in the work that they accomplish, some successful programs administered by the elders and good Sunday attendances, sees the beginning of a pursuit of perfection of doctrine, rather than the Perfect Will of God. 
Every Christian denomination came about because of their pursuit to “rightly divide the Word”, which they succeeded well ... to divide, not only the Word but the Kingdom, into different bodies, instead of being ONE BODY, ONE VOICE, ONE CHURCH.
In the English language that the translators used in the Bible, the word UNITY means: state of being one or single or individual. Why have most churches taken the 2nd and 3rd to heart and forgotten about the 1st, being ONE ?  
UNITY also means “harmony and concord between persons”. Interesting enough, in the Hebrew language, the same passages were written OHAD, which means “one Israelite”. They intended to express the fact that we should be so united in all we do that we should act as ONE MAN, ONE VOICE, ONE ACTION. Why then are we so divided?
In my preaching on this subject at the above mentioned church, I picked and used only 15 verses where the Word asks us to LOVE ONE ANOTHER, from the many that the Bible has. 

Another interesting point is that we, as Christians, are only to judge the world (1 Cor. 6:2), the angels (1 Cor 6:3) and ourselves (1 Cor 11:31). Nowhere does it says that we must judge other believers !!! 

However, the Word often teaches us NOT to judge one another, the very action that brings division (2 visions). Here are some verses (Matt 7:1; Luke 6:37; Jn 7:24; Rom 14:3,13) amongst many others.
Are we then supposed to be united into “one” denomination? That, of course, would be the ideal situation. Seeing that it will most probably be impossible to achieve, due to man’s iniquity (man’s own will), let us do our very best to agree to WORK TOGETHER, united in our adversities. Will that be possible? Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, our Master and Redeemer, prayed and asked the Father to keep us together. I would say a big YES, it is possible. Perhaps, the only way for Jesus to come and receive His Bride? Who would want a bride whose body parts have been scattered and separated from the body?
In Jn 13:31-35, Jesus tells His Disciples “A New Commandment I give you, that you love one another ... by this shall ALL MEN know that you are my disciples”.
Then, in Jn 17, Jesus prays (His last prayer) for His Disciples and the Church (v.20) and in V.21, Jesus makes a remarkable petition to The Father “That they all may be one (in unity) ... so that the world may believe that you have sent me”. In other words, unless we, The Church, are united, the world will not believe that Jesus is the Messiah. How much longer must we struggle to bring the world to Christ? Should we not also work towards Jesus final request and desire, for us to be in Him and be in unity?
Let us see the Lord’s Will being done, here on earth as it is in Heaven, and love and work together towards unity. Behold how good and how pleasant it is for the Brethren to dwell together in unity (Ps 133). Read this Psalm in its entirety and see how much God has blessed unity !!!
MAY THE GOD OF HEAVEN BLESS YOU AND MAKE HIS FACE SHINE UPON YOU !!!

Read these verses too:  2 Chronicles chapter 5: 11-14, 1 Cor. 12:27, 1 Cor. 12:4-6, John 17:20-23
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