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     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community


Food For Thought # 25: “Live the fullness of Adoption   __  ___ _by Paul Smith (South Africa)
The parable of the Prodigal son is well known. Don't live your life like the prodigal son, or even worse, his brother. How can I say that?

Sons of GOD that lived their BC lives (before Christ) just like the prodigal son, have really experienced the reality of being spiritually reborn (becoming a new person, the old is gone, all has become new).  Their lives are characterized by the difference of living in willful sin, comparing to living with a new heart directed at Jesus no longer bound to willful acts of sin, and therefore experience the blessings that accompanies a life seeking God's Kingdom first (Matt 6:33).

Many 'religious' Christians while living in the “Household of God” live their lives in rebellion although NOT willful rebellion… just as the brother in this parable did, but with no effect, no power, no blessing, almost as low as worms and when you are a worm… the devil will fish with you.

They all revere God and trust Him to do what He thinks is right for them but never really “ask” for anything.  This is being passive. In the process they defy their faith and ability to believe and flow with the stream.  They hardly ask the Father anything except but to complain. They live ‘close’ to the Father, with all that is His at hand, but never ask (for what is already theirs), therefore never receive, which is… if being honest … is blatant unbelief in JESUS, His promises and His goodness'. We’re really frightened that He won’t keep His Word and answer us, which will send us into a “faith crisis”.
Then when our Father then blesses, forgives and organizes a feast for one of His 'prodigals' that returns to His fold, we are offended, not realizing that our own unbelief prevented us from experiencing these same blessings, forgiveness and feasts on a daily basis…!
MAT 7:7 "Ask and it will be given to you; Seek and you will find; Knock and the door will be opened to you. (NIV)

Look at “Ask”, “Seek” and “Knock”.  The first letters of these 3 verbs spells: ASK. Brother and Sister in Christ grab this key and begin to ASK in order to receive from your Father, pleasing Him with your Faith in HIM? We ask BECAUSE we BELIEVE…! We believe He loves us enough to answer us…!
Let this be our Common Prayer:
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"Dear Father, like many of your children, I have come to know You. We often revere you and obey you daily, but Lord, right now, you have convicted me of my real 'unbelief' in You and Your Son Jesus, Your goodness and Your promises.

I confess my unbelief and ASK You to forgive me right now for living a life so close to You, without ever knowing and experiencing You as You intended and for every time I took offense when you have pardoned and blessed my prodigal brothers and sisters in this process, I ask You to forgive me, please?
I accept your forgiveness and choose from this moment on to see and experience You as my true Father in Christ and to put all my faith in WHO YOU ARE.

I ASK this in the wonderful name of Your Son, JESUS”.

AMEN†
