[image: image1.jpg]



     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community
Food For Thought # 27: “The sacrament of reading”    _                                              by Tony Palmer (England)
His Word is His heavenly conduit through which He imparts 'our daily bread' into our being... sustaining us, growing us and transforming us. However the key to receiving the grace needed is having an intimate interaction with the Word. John Calvin said 'to know God is to be changed by God'.

To interact with the Word at such a depth requires us to allow the Word to enter into 'our' world, both inner and outer worlds. As we read we read words written to others, along time ago, in a place far from where we live and in a context very foreign and unknown to us... We need to de-contextualize the Word from that World and invite it into our World, into our time, our place ... Our here and now!

Re-contextualizing the Word into our 'here and now' context will allow the Word into our contemporary lives with explosive results. Read and interpret what God is saying to us Today in Our 'Here and Now', with what He said to others in another places way back then!

These 'personal interpretations' can be trusted, judge them by their fruit and their fruit should be Grace. Authentic God inspired revelations are "God-breathed lifelines" to us ... His way of communicating His grace to us. Reading the Word is one of the many Sacraments that God uses as His 'Grace Conduits'. The definition of a 'sacrament' is a physical act conveying a spiritual truth. Baptism is the physical act of being buried in water, communicating the spiritual truth that we died and were buried with Christ...! Yes friends, we lay with Christ ... Dead in His tomb ... We laid with Him. Our return to the world when being raised up out of the water by those who baptized us were communicating and re-enacting the part of the Holy Father when He raised Christ from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit... When Christ was raised... We rose with Him...! This is a sacrament... That which is spiritual is the reality.

Thus, reading the Word re-contextualized within our very personal 'here and now' is the physical act of inviting and allowing THE Word, Christ Himself to walk into the day we face before us. The spiritual reality of the sacrament of reading is the fact that Christ faces our life in context in our here and now... When we call, He comes even if we don't hear His footsteps... Must He always make noise? 'I will never leave nor forsake you', are these words insufficient? Do they lack conviction? ... Or is it our faith that lacks?

No-matter what our context is, we need Him to be in it with us. Our 'context' is where we’re at and where our needs are. His Word waits to heal... Then why do we wait? …Come Lord Jesus come...!
Scripture references: John 1:14-18; Deut 8:3; Matt 4:3-4; Ex 16:4; Ne 9:15; John 6:30-35
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“Man does not live by bread alone..!”


Jesus Christ (1st Century AD)


_____________________________________


God always moves for good. He comes to us to “give”... Just as any loving Father. He is the GIVER of Life, not the TAKER…! He loved the fallen world so much, He GAVE …! He has given us so many gifts and His gifts are the vehicles for His grace which we need so profoundly and perpetually.





One of His many gifts is His Word... a divine mediator of Grace. When He gave us His Word He did not write it on stone as He did the Law, but on the flesh of human hearts... His Ministers and His Apostles. Their hearts received the 'Inspired' Word to be recorded for all of us that would read it in different times, in different places faced by a different World.














