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An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community

Food For Thought # 35: “In Captivity”             

    
                                 by Tony Palmer (England)
“If we don't take our thoughts captive, they’ll take us captive.” 
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 Galaxy M51 – A photo taken by the Hubble Space Telescope of the centre of the M51 Galaxy, known as the ‘Celestial Cross’. (http://images.google.co.uk/images?svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&q=m51+cross&btnG=Search+Images)  
Looking for God in creation was something the Celtic Christians became famous for. Their spirituality also influenced St. Francis of Assisi. They gazed into the depth of creation seeking for the divine, as they believed that all that the ‘Divine’ had touched, He had left His fingerprint on it and in some way, had left a little of Himself. Their pre-Christian Pagan beliefs involved worshipping creation itself, but when they discovered the person of Christ as “the” agent of Creation, the Father and the Holy Spirit as the Trinitarian Creator, they readily re-focused their gaze upon the Heavens from where our Lord came. Today Celtic spirituality offers us a deep rooted spirituality that celebrates and encourages us to love and care for the World God gave us… at the centre of all creation is God and His Christ. 

We, being made in God’s image means that although we are not THE CREATORS, we have been given a creative capacity. Not only our hands create but also our words… and our words find their own genesis in our thoughts… and our thoughts are ignited and guided by our deepest attitudes. Our words are the fruit of our heart. Was it not Jesus Himself who said, …  “Hear and understand: “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Many times we think of defiling as some kind of dirty sin, but in reality anything that scars the image of God upon and within us is defiling. At the end of the 4th Century AD stood two great men of God with very different approaches to life and faith, these were Augustine and Pelagius. Both men were schooled in Rome, Augustine being born in North Africa and Pelagius in Britain. Their opposing ideas were in direct contrast to each other and both have left our world influenced to this very day. Their theology still shapes our attitudes and lives today, even though they have been dead and buried for over 1600 years.
Augustine believed that humanity was fallen from birth, that we are procreated in sin and born in original sin. That humanity has no value and is depraved without God, and that God has preordained some to salvation and some to damnation. It must be noted that these were ‘new’ thoughts for the Church at that time; this was not an orthodox approach for neither the Eastern nor the Western Church. Whereas Pelagius believed that humanity was something to be celebrated, as the Shepherd Boy King David did in Psalms 139 when he spoke about us being “created wonderfully and being marvelously made”. Pelagius believed we were to baptize Babies not to save them (as they were born without original sin), but that Baptizing them was a sign of the Covenant with God, as circumcision was for the Jew.

These two opposing approaches to life, “celebrating or flagellating” ourselves still influences the way we live today. While God wants us to … “work out our own salvation with fear and trembling,”… He wants us to live life in the celebration of what He created us to be. If we have a self-condemning attitude we will speak out words that spring from the well of bitterness and the life that we will be creating will not be the life that God planned for us to live… we will eat from the fruit of our mouth, as we speak from the root of our attitudes… if the root is condemning our destiny will be captivity. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue and those who love it will eat its fruit.”
Ref: Matt 15:11; James 3:6; Psalms 139:13-18 & Phil 2:12
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                              Proverbs 18:20-21   		





“A person’s stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of their mouth,


   From the produce of their


                 lips they shall be filled.


   Death and life are in the 


              power of the tongue,


And those who love it will eat its fruit.”











