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Food For Thought # 38: “Perfect Love”    _                                                              by Arden Lockwood (France)
          God is love (1 John 4: 16)
God created this world because of His love and His desire to share all of His goodness. Love is abundant. It gives. 
It multiplies. It comforts and strengthens. It guards and protects. And God taught all of these qualities to Adam and Eve. 
They, unfortunately, chose to believe the thoughts and doubts that arose when they questioned the Word of God. 
Their choices separated them from the best of God’s love. Perfect love, nevertheless, is patient and long-suffering. So, God persisted, bestowing His love of provision and protection on Noah and his family in a time of world-wide tragedy. 
Love, however, is not a tangible piece of jewelry or furniture whose value increases over time just because it exists. 
No, love must be daily cultivated and nurtured. It must be received fully and completely from the true source, so that it can be multiplied to other people in its pure nature. 
Despite the miracle of love’s grace and mercy manifested on the children of Noah, each of their own families chose to allow God’s love to become tarnished and corrupted, seeking to exalt themselves into leadership, to create divisions amongst the families, or to follow after plans that were displeasing to the love-nature of God.

Corrupted love imposes itself on other people, while perfect love’s force is to overcome the darkness of our world.
Corrupted love manipulates, while perfect love nurtures, encourages and guides.
Corrupted love intimidates, while perfect love chases away fear.

Corrupted love magnifies guilt and shame, while perfect love ministers compassion.
Corrupted love masquerades itself in gifts, while perfected love gives of its pure self.
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; 
But if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 

(1 John 4: 7, 11-12)
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                            Meditation: Genesis 1, 9-11 and Galatians 5
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                    Prayer of the Heart		





Heavenly Father, Your perfect love was placed in my spirit as I accepted the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice for my salvation. Forgive me, Lord, that I have allowed Your love to become corrupted in my life. Thank you for the promise of Your grace and mercy which cleanses me of all distress. 





Lord, I desire to receive anew the purity of Your love and to be made complete in You. May its force strengthen me as I choose daily to multiply Your love and to follow Your Word without wavering. May Your love be reflected purely and uncorrupted through my life.


         


        Amen †











