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Food For Thought # 43: “No Shame”    _                                                                   by Arden Lockwood (France)
Fear, shame and confusion are all tactics of satan’s warfare against the Christians. He manipulates, accuses and judges us. These attacks may even come just as we’re experiencing new victories in Christ. Remember how Peter boldly stepped upon the waves of the lake to follow after Jesus, until he listened to the sound of the wind and the voice of his own doubts and had to call on the Name of Jesus to be saved from drowning. 

Or these shameful thoughts may persist in our minds each and every day.  Peter’s three-time denial of the Christ led him into hiding and doubt. The Apostle Paul recognized—even while teaching all of the churches of Asia—the negative impact his choices had made on the Kingdom of God as he had persecuted and killed the Christians. 
The sacrifice of Jesus, however, was made for each and every one of our weaknesses, failures, or mis-steps, whether from our youth or from just an hour ago. Yet, even today, 

If we confess our sins, he [Jesus] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(1 John 1:9, KJV)
It is with this abundant nature of God’s love that the prophet Isaiah described us as if we have been married to our Redeemer: 
 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; 

for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, 

and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. 
For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name;
 and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called

(Isaiah 54:4-5, KJV)
This intimacy of love between a perfect husband and His previously imperfect wife speaks to our ability to be fully and unconditionally loved by our Father God. Though He has known of our errors, the Word also promises that He forgives all of our sins and removes them “as far as the east from the west.” 
More than only overlooking our past errors, the prophet tells us that even our future holds the same promises of peace and acceptance by the LORD of hosts, “for thou shalt not be put to shame.” Those sentiments that try to judge us as being dishonorable or unworthy are in direct contrast with God’s Word. 
In righteousness shalt thou be established
 (Isaiah 54:14,  KJV)

And Jesus’ sacrifice brought the prophet’s words to life: 

For he hath made him [Jesus] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

(2 Corinthians 5:21, KJV)
Jesus, I thank you for your willing sacrifice at the cross so that all of my sins, doubts, fear, and shame might be erased in the eyes of my Father God. Lord, help me to renew my mind and to grow my faith as I continue to proclaim the promises of the Word of God. Your Truth is more real and has more power than the lies of the devil or the confused perspectives of this world. Such great love you have shown to me! Thy will be done in my life today. 
Meditation: Psalm 103, Isaiah 54, Romans 10:17, 12:2
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