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Food For Thought # 58: “Love”  
               
         by Tony Palmer (England)
Love is the way home…! Many times we are like the Pharisees who were very careful to Tithe and keep all the religious laws, but forget to LOVE. St. Augustine said … “Love God with all your heart, and do whatever you want.” The fact that we have to “qualify” and “explain” what Augustine said, is proof that we don’t understand what loving God with ALL OUR HEARTS does to us..! … It totally transforms us…! God’s love KILLS us (through the Law) and then re-births us to a new life … His Life…! Love FULFILLS all LAWS. (Matt 22:35 …)  “Then a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38“This is the first and great commandment. 39“And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40“On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The Lawyer was not satisfied with answer and needed Jesus to DEFINE and CLARIFY ‘who’ his neighbor was. Jesus then goes on to tell the parable of the GOOD SAMARITAN… the neighbors of the Jews… the neighbor of the Lawyer who was asking the question…! But the Samaritans were not only the Jew’s neighbors, but also their Enemies. The Samaritans came from the Assyrians, who when warring against Israel, used to strip the flesh off the Israeli children when caught. Jews hated Samaritans and referred to them a DOGS… yet Jesus waited at the well to minister and love a Samaritan Women, when it was even UNLAWFUL for Him to talk to a Samaritan Women…! With this in mind we can transliterate Jesus’ answer ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ in the following way ..‘You shall love your ENEMIES as yourself.’
And we will never be able to love our enemies until we learn to love ourselves ..! … Because Jesus said …  ‘You shall love your neighbor AS yourself.’ The standard for loving others, is the way we love ourselves…! We can not love others more than we love ourselves. We can not hate ourselves and love others..! If we are not loving others from a place of godly self-acceptance, then our love WILL FAIL and we will eventually begin to criticize and condemn others. The correct order of love is: 

Love God ( Accept Self ( Love Others as yourself..!

We need to come to the revelation of WHO WE ARE… and only the WORD of God can reveal this to us. WHO WE ARE is a mystery hidden in God’s own heart… He created us and knows who we are, even if we are not that person anymore..! He is the Father of Restoration… He alone will re-created and Renovate our lives back to the PERSON He wanted us to be… This is called TRANSFORMATION…! “For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10). ‘Workmanship’ in Greek is ‘POEMA’ from which we get the English word ‘POEM’...! Does your Soul KNOW you are a POEM, a work of Art, and that you are FEARFULLY and WONDERFULLY made, and that you are a MARVELOUS WORK…? If not then you need to REPENT … REPENT from believing the lies said about you. REPENT from believing THEM and ACCEPT what GOD says about you..! REPENT and BELIEVE GOD…! By FAITH we manifest who we are and what God HOPED for… that is a FAITHFUL and FRUITFUL life...!

Scripture references: Matthew 22:35-40; Ephesians 2:10, Psalm 139
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“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.” (Gal 5:6)
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