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In our garden is a galvanised steel incinerator about the size of a dustbin. It has a lid with a chimney and holes around the base to allow air to flow through. I use it to burn many of the hedge trimmings and branches I prune from the garden that I cannot compost or shred. Fires in it burn very well, leaving only fine ash.
One day, I am sitting on the ground next to the incinerator watching the thin smoke emerge from the chimney. I’m wishing the fire would burst into life and get on with the business of consuming the twigs and leaves. After all, I have much more to burn. But fires have their own timing and pattern. As I sit there, I poke a stick into the holes in the sides of the incinerator allowing more air in. The fire responds feebly with only a small increase in smoke and crackling noises. I sit and wait some more, but my presence does not seem to encourage the fire. I am wasting my time, so I wander off and make myself useful for half an hour. After all, time is precious: we must not waste it.

I return. The fire is almost out. It has consumed all the sticks and leaves in the incinerator suddenly, completely and without me. I missed the show.

I load in new sticks, put the lid back on and settle back to watch the thin smoke emerge from the chimney once again. I sit and poke a stick into the holes, again apparently achieving little.

This time I sit and wait and watch.

This time the Lord speaks:

‘You ask what your purpose is. You ask why you do the same things again and again apparently to little effect. You say that what you do achieves nothing. But I say that without the simple poking of the ash to allow air into the fire, the fire would have taken much longer to burn or it would have gone out. Then, with the air, but without your involvement, it burns everything, quickly and suddenly. All you have to do is sit back and watch. You have helped in a small way to achieve much.

‘Your part may be small, it may not produce immediate results but when you are not looking, it springs to life with heat and light and energy.’
Scripture references: Matthew 25:21
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His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord’.                      Matthew 25:21











