The Ark Community
# 89: The Spirituality of Jesus

What was Jesus’ spirituality? ... Jesus did not seem too concerned on preaching the 'Do’s
& Don’ts, but rather He focused on how love would express itself best in any given
situation. This has been the cause of much misinterpretation, and some have even
criticized the Bible and Jesus of contradictions, because in one situation Jesus does one
thing, yet in another similar situation we find Him reacting in a different way - if we have
to be honest, Jesus’ way of interacting with people was not always ‘outwardly’
consistent... why? Because He judges every situation on its particular merits - He did not
follow the Law, but the Spirit of God. In reality, Jesus was and is always consistent — not
in administrating the Law, but in administrating Love... because God is Love. Love
manifests itself differently to different people and in different situations - Jesus was free
from the Law whenever the Law did not administer love to the very people it was
intended to serve — When the Law ceases to love - it ceases to serve God.

JesusO spirituality was ORadical FreedomO . 1 quote Albert Nolan, OGodOs laws, are
intended to be of service to us as human beings. We do not exist in order to serve or
worship the law. That would be idolatry. Jesus felt perfectly free, therefore, to b reak the

law whenever observing it would do harm to people, because doing harm to people was
never the intention of the law.O

Nolan continues, OJesus not only ignored the distinction between clean and
unclean food and the ritual washing of hands (praying) , before eating, but he touched
corpses and lepers and women who were menstruating b all things that were taboo in
terms of the Holiness Code. What mattered for Jesus was people and their needs.
Everything else was relative to thatO

Jesus fulfilled the law not because He laboriously completed each demanding act of
obedience, but because He gave the Law what it lusted for... Blood. The penalty for
breaking the law was death. The penalty was to loose your life, and your life was in your
blood. “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon
the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes
atonement for the soul.” [Lev 17:11]. Innocent blood was demanded by the Law from
every Law-Breaker... ALL OF US..! Therefore Jesus voluntarily laid down and received
His nails, piercing His flesh and pinning Him to the tree, spilling His innocent blood in
response to the demands of the Law - innocent blood for a guilty mankind - once and for
all..! Therefore no further sacrifice is necessary and Jesus fulfilled the demand of the Law
- making us free from the Law of sin and death, so that we might walk in the liberty of
the Spirit — just as He did.

OThere is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law could not do in that it was weak throu gh the flesh, God did by sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the
flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the S pirit. [Rom 8:1-4]

We need to be consistent in Love and give God’s Holy Spirit His ministry back,
and allow Him to lead us how we are to demonstrate His love for the individual
standing before us, in his/her particular situation - without leaning on any
recipes - but trusting in a personal God for a personal solution.

Friends, let us live the spirituality of Jesus, and be free so that we may love rightly..!
The brave may not live forever, but the cautious don't live at all.

Peace and all Good to you all.



