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The debate over the subject of predestination has raged for many centuries. Many people have the wrong idea what predestination is and many other don't even believe that it exists. But I would like to read you a scripture that not only proves we are predestined and that we have a destiny but also the scriptures tell us clearly what our destiny is.

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”       

[Rom 8:29]
We are all predestined to be conformed to the image of Christ. This destiny I'd not automatic we have to voluntarily accept it and say 'Yes' just as Mary did... Giving away our lives so that we may become something more beautiful and God may live on Earth through our bodies.

So if we are predestined to Christ-likeness what does Christ look like?

1. Charismatic – A Spirit empowered life: Jesus lived and ministered being filled 
with the Holy Spirit. His entire life and ministry was a manifestation of the 
power of God.
2. Evangelical – A Word-centered life: Jesus practiced ‘spiritual warfare’ by 
responding, “It is written.” Him and the Word were ONE.
3. Social Justice – A Compassionate life: Jesus’ finest example was His parable of the
“Good Samaritan”, in which He explained that those who stop to  help even their enemies will inherit eternal life.
4. Contemplative – A prayer filled life: Jesus habitually and continually went away
 on His OWN to pray and hear from His Father. In fact He once was quoted as 
saying that He say’s nothing unless He hears His Father say it first…!

5. Incarnational / Sacramental – Living the ‘image of Christ’: Jesus’ life completely 

embodied the figures of the God-Head – Father, Son and Spirit. Scripture truly 
attests to Jesus as being He in which the “fullness of the God-head dwells.”
6. Holiness – A Virtuous life: Jesus stood up on the Mount and spoke the “new way” 
of  living. He spoke of the “Kingdom of God” and how its subjects were expected 
to live. He is quotes as saying…”You have herd it said… But I say…” Jesus showed us a new way to live life, a virtuous life, a new life in His Kingdom without end…!  

So to be Christ-like we as believers need to have two things: We need diversity and we need diversity to be together. Being united does not mean being the same, being united means being together.

The unification of diversity must be manifested on a personal and on a corporate level. Individually we need to embrace all the charismas of Christ in order to be transformed into His image and as His Body Corporately we need to embrace each other's diversity and stand together to be the image of Christ Universally as ONE Holy catholic universal eternal glorious  victorious Church...!

This is the Theology but permit me to give you a practical example of the 'Unification of Diversity' in my own life.

16 years ago, at the age of 25 I became a Christian after having a deep spiritual experience in an Evangelical Charismatic Church in South Africa. I fully embraced the Charismas of being Evangelical and Charismatic and it was during my years in Seminary that I realized my 'destiny' was to become the image if Christ.

Soon after my Consecration one of my first responsibilities was to establish Orphanages for HIV infected Orphans and so I became very Social Justice in my spirituality, and embraced another charisma of Christ into my life... I was now a Charismatic, Evangelical and Social Justice Christian... But I lacked a Sacramental life, which I desired.

Then out of the blue, while I was working with the HIV Orphans Matteo Calisi contacted me and invited me to minister to his Community, 'The Community of Jesus'. So my wife and I sold our house and moved to Italy and have been working with and for the Catholic Church for 4 years now.

I thought God had sent me to 'teach' the Catholic Church the Bible, but it was God's plan to teach me a Sacramental life. You have taught me much more than I have taught you..!

Your Diversity gave me the charisma of Christ I never had and that which I was seeking... The sacramental life. I wanted to live this sacramental life too so I entered the Anglican Tradition which is a Sacramental Church.

Because of our close relationship with the Charismatic Catholic Church, my wife has returned to her Catholic faith and even our Children desire to be Catholic. I am the only one in my own family that is not Catholic. This is something I have to suffer for the sake of my Mission. As an Anglican I represent a bridge between the Protestant and Catholic worlds, becoming a Catholic myself would mean losing my ability to be a bridge, therefore I suffer being outside the ' Mother Church' for the sake of the Kingdom of God. God knows how I suffer internally when I am unable to partake of the Communion that I feel so part of. I am reminded of the Samaritan Women who asked Jesus healing, He told her that He had not come for the Dogs but for the Jews... And she answered...'but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the table'... I have become worst than a dog for the sake of God's calling, remember us when you eat?

So I will close with a Thank You. Your diversity has added to me what I never had... You have been used by God to transform me into the image of Christ... God has used you to fulfill His destiny for me... I am in debt to the Catholic Church for who I have become.

Peace and Good to all..!
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