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     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community
25th September 2007
Subject: Life in the Spirit
Venue: Lutheran Church, Kristiansand, Norway

Minister: Fr. Tony Palmer (M.A Phil)
NB: All scriptures quoted from the New King James Bible.
Lesson 1
Introduction: The Messenger must become the Message
The “life of Christ” is a “historical narrative” that left all those who desire to follow him a blue-print of how we are to live His way. The call to live as Christ did is a call to the entire world. This call to live as Jesus did is not the calling of the church only, but to all mankind. “Many are called but few are chosen” 
 and those of us who choose to live as Christ did have been left all that we need in order to successfully confront life and fulfill our very purpose for being here.

God has given us all that we need to succeed. “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature”
 God Himself has left us the Jesus narrative, the Word of God to guide us and His Holy Spirit to empower us to live the “Way of Christ”. 
We have not been left alone nor abandoned in our walk towards eternity and human immortality, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.”
 Therefore to imitate the life of Christ we are to walk in the Spirit as He did, full of the Spirit of God. Living a life in the Spirit is fundamental to Christian living. Genuine Christian living can not be successfully achieved without living in the Spirit. It is written … “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth”

Course Aims:

1. To experience the Love of God.

2. Live a life in the Spirit.

3. Follow the example of Jesus.

4. Be transformed into the image of Christ.

1. The Jesus example
(Matt 3:13 – 4:1)  13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 15But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 16When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

· Here we see Jesus “submitting to baptism of John” in preparation for the life laid ahead of Him, yet John was baptizing for the “remission of sin” and “repentance”, of which Jesus had no need of.

· Here Jesus’ example was one of total “public” consecration to the WILL of God and was willing to do whatever it took in order to be fully prepared for what God had planned for His life.

· In this act of Water Baptism not only did Jesus publicly humble Himself but He also gave God the opportunity to publicly fill Him with the Holy Spirit, who would then lead him into the Wilderness in order to begin His ministry as Savior.

· The Carpenter was now dead and a Messiah lived, a Messiah full of God’s Holy Spirit.

· It was the Messiah who went into the Wilderness, the Carpenter remained in the baptismal water. 
· Jesus Himself promised this second baptism to us, when he spoke to His disciples in the Upper-Room. 19Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

· Here we clearly see the Disciples receiving the Holy Spirit upon believing in Jesus as the Messiah Savior for the first time. This is their “re-birth” as Jesus promised in John 3:3, that we MUST be born-again in order to see the Kingdom of God.
· However this was not all Jesus promised. 
4And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from
 Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard 
from Me; 5“for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 

· This promise of multiple experiences with the Holy Spirit came after the Disciples had already received the Holy Spirit after Jesus had “breathed on them.”

· Later Jesus gave the “reason and purpose” for multiple experiences of being filled with the Holy Spirit which He called it being, “Baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
NB: (Baptized means to be fully submerged and completely permeated, a 

        total yielding to God’s Holy Spirit). 

And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has
put in His own authority. 8“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.
”
· Here we clearly see that in order for us to “be witnesses” we need to “receive power” which is offered to us through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

· Let me sum up these TWO experiences of receiving the Holy Spirit in this way: 

1. We receive the Holy Spirit at our “re-birth” to “BE” Christians (Adoption).

2. Then we receive the Baptism of the H/S to “LIVE” as Christians (Service).

· The miracle of Pentecost was Peter’s TRANSFORMATION into a BOLD WITNESS for Christ. Once to fearful to acknowledge Jesus not a Public Precher…!

· As the Church Fathers have said: “Being precedes Doing” but both must be.

· Faith OR Works???? Or Faith AND Works… it has always been “Faith AND Works” as the works testify that faith is present.

· Therefore we can see that being filled with the Holy Spirit is NOT an “Optional Extra” as when we buy a new car and consider “adding” a Sunroof to our order… Baptism in the H/S is FUNDAMENTAL for successful Christian living.

· Successful Christian Living is simply living the life God had planned for us to live. 
· Living in the Spirit gives us the POWER that we need to live what we believe.

· The power we need is not “magic” but COURAGE to live publicly that which we read in our Bibles. To be counter-culture in many situations and even look like the fool.

· We need to experience a profound interaction with God’s love, directly in order to know “who we are in Christ”, so that the opinions of the world do not matter to us. Our value and self-worth must be rooted in God, we are His “works of Art” and we are “Wonderfully made”.

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works
”

· In this verse above the word “Workmanship” is the Greek word “Poema” from which we get the English word “Poem”, a work of art with rhythm and rhyme. 

     You formed my inward parts;

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

      I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

Marvelous are Your works,

And that my soul knows very well.

· The Holy Spirit makes God’s love real to us. As Bono from U2 sings, “His love teaches us how to live.” 

· Love is the foundation of true Christian Service and Living.

Lesson 2

2. Hearing the voice and living the destiny

· Jesus told us what His calling, His mission was, He wanted to be clear, how can we be considered successful if we’re never clear about our aims?

He said: “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

· An “Abundant life” is a fulfilled life. Here the term ‘abundance’ must go deeper than the material assets we own… we all know that our material wealth does not automatically acquire for us an ‘Abundant Life’. 

· An abundant life is a life lived in full harmony with the plan of God for our lives.
· We were born for a reason, a divine purpose, and we need to listen carefully and hear what that plan is.
· We need to pray the mysteries of God for our very own lives into being without even knowing what we are ought to pray for.
· And so we have help in this:  Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

· Praying in the Spirit or as some call it “Praying in tongues” is the scriptural way to pray God’s Will into existence when we “do not know what to pray for.” 

· Fulfilling our divine destiny is dependant upon hearing God’s direction for our daily lives. Like any loving Father, through constant communication He guides, protects, provides and uses us for His glory.

· When we went down into the waters of Baptism “we” did not come up… it was “He” that was risen out of the waters, it is no-longer “us” who live, but Christ through us…!

· Only after this resurrection and being filled by His Spirit are we able to live God’s life for us…. The “real” life God planned for us.
         For You formed my inward parts;

     You covered me in my mother’s womb.


I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

    Marvelous are Your works,

   And that my soul knows very well.




  
     My frame was not hidden from You,

  When I was made in secret,

     And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.


Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.

        And in Your book they all were written,

        The days fashioned for me,

       When as yet there were none of them.


How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!

         How great is the sum of them!


  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;

  When I awake, I am still with You.

· We were born already “beautiful”, it was the “fallen world” that corrupted who we “were.” Transformation is the process of rebuilding what the “world” destroyed in us… the image of God.

· Our Purpose pre-existed our Creation…. We were created for the Purpose; the purpose was not created for us!

· Before God created us in our Mother’s wombs, He thought what He needed us to be, in order to fulfill His purpose… Thus we have been “Skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.”
· We were “Purpose-Built”. 

- Predestination has always been a controversial subject within the Church, as it is very prone to misunderstanding and confusion.

- St. Augustine summed it up like this:  “What is predestined is foreknown, but not all that is foreknow is predestined.
”
· Many of us forget that God planned us to “BE” someone before He hoped we would “DO” something. Christ-likeness is our true destiny. Being always precedes doing.

· Once again St. Augustine offers a passionate insight into the example of Christ when in the Gospels Augustine finds his clearest example of a human being – Jesus of Nazareth – whose humanity is pleasing to God. “It is pleasing, claims Augustine, not because Jesus overcame the temptations of the flesh and thereby earned God’s favor, but because at heart Jesus was never other than the person God intended Him to be.
”
- Living a life in the Spirit is a path of “Transformation” into “Christ-likeness”.

- Being found in the image of Christ is our destiny.

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
”

 Foreknew ( Predestined ( Justified ( Glorified 
                          (Our Past)

   
   (Our Present)

(Our Future)

- We’re called to be Christ-like so that we can successfully do what were predestined to do.

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
”

Lesson 3
3. Testimonies with little credibility

“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
”
· Our Transformation is from one level of glory to another i.e. Our transformation is both gradual and progressive.
· Only “by the Spirit” can genuine transformation take place.

- Not only is our Transformation, gradual and progressive it is also inter-dependant on others!

- Not many of us like to admit we are in need of others, we are all infected by the modern
  disease of “independence’. It has become a public shame to ‘need’ someone other than 
  ourselves.

- We no-longer value inter-dependant relationships, any form of ‘dependence’ is seen as a sign

  of weakness.
· We have a lust to be in control of our lives, and no-one and nothing must be given any power to disturb our organized peace.

· Our lives have a big sign posted outside saying: “Do not disturb-Keep Out”. 

· But what is the Spirit saying to us now, in our generation.

- The answer is… He is answering Jesus dying prayer!

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: “I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
”

· The Spirit of God is drawing Christians together all over the world from all denominations to become ONE again. This is known as the Ecumenical Movement.
· Our “oneness” is in our common worship of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

· This Global desire for unity among Christians is of the Spirit of God. It is NOT a theologically based unification.

· We are living in a time when the Holy Spirit is drawing all Christians who live in the Spirit together in a common walk and witness.

· Please note, the reason for our “oneness” in Jesus’ prayer, is “So that the WORLD may BELIEVE that God sent His Son Jesus and that the Father LOVES the WORLD as He loves His Son Jesus.”
· What does it help, if we have a great Testimony but no Credibility? 

· Our credibility is conditional to our unity = No unity, No credibility.

“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
· Being “ONE” is not being the SAME… Being one is being TOGETHER…!
· Christian unity not only builds our credibility for our testimony but it also causes us to be transformed.

· As we become closer to our brothers and sisters from other Christian Denominations we become aware of “other” Christian expressions and traditions that we may never have appreciated before.

· When we build genuine Christian relationships and allow others, different from us into our lives, we end up ‘exchanging gifts’. 

· The ‘gifts’ I speak of are our strengths and spiritual treasures of our own denomination.

· Most denominations stand alone, in fact the current number of Christian denominations is over 30 000
 different denominations worldwide, many who never communicate with each other.

· Yet the truth is that every denomination has a ‘gift” a strength to offer the Body.

· Unity is not being the SAME but being TOGETHER.

· In fact unity is built upon diversity, unity is the “Celebration of Diversity.

· It takes true humility to recognize we need each other and that we are NOT complete alone, what I mean here is our complete image of Christ within us is accomplished when we embrace the diversity of others as our own, as the Spirit wills…!

· The Holy Spirit knows exactly “What / Who” we should be like; it is He that adds to His image in us. The Spirit Himself is our Transformer.

· This ‘unification of diversity’ is now recognized as a worldwide phenomena called “the Convergence Movement.”

The Convergence Movement:
The convergence movement is a coming together of the three major historic branches of the Church, i.e., the Liturgical/ Sacramental, the Evangelical, and the Charismatic. Each of these expressions of the Church of Jesus Christ have been carefully nurtured by God and greatly used to establish and expand the His work on earth. 
Modern day visionaries, however, have discerned the times and are declaring that the right time has arrived for God's church to be one. "Father, that they may be one even as we are one," was the prayer of our Lord. 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 tells us that, "a cord of three strands is not easily broken." When the three strands of God's Church are braided together there will be a new strength and unity in the church as hasn't been seen since the apostolic age.








(Taken from CEEC, USA website)

1 Cor 12:12 (NKJV)

12For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 20But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpreventable parts have greater modesty, 24but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.”
· Christ-likeness is reflecting the image and “person” of Christ through our own lives and personalities.

· Due to our own profound uniqueness we each give a particular “reflection” of Jesus to the world around us – none of our “reflections” are the same..!

· Although we all reflect ‘the image of Christ’ in a unique way, we are still reflecting the SAME person, and that person – Jesus – embodies all of the Christian streams fully flowing within His own being.

· In Jesus converged ALL the streams of the Spirit. Jesus embodied all of the diverse Christian expressions that we know of, which are:

1. Charismatic – A Spirit empowered life: Jesus lived and ministered being filled with the 
Holy Spirit. His entire life and ministry was a manifestation of the power 

of God.

2. Evangelical – A Word-centred life: Jesus practiced ‘spiritual warfare’ by responding, “It 

is written.” Him and the Word were ONE.
3. Social Justice – A Compassionate life: Jesus’ finest example was His parable of the “Good 

Samaritan”, in which He explained that those who stop to help even their enemies will inherit eternal life.
4. Contemplative – A prayer filled life: Jesus habitually and continually went away on His

OWN to pray and hear from His Father. In fact He once was quoted as saying that He say’s nothing unless He hears His Father say it first…!.
5. Incarnational / Sacramental – Living the ‘image of Christ’: Jesus’ life completely 

embodied the figures of the God-Head – Father, Son and Spirit. Scripture 

truly attests to Jesus as being He in which the “fullness of the God-head dwells.”
6. Holiness – A Virtuous life: Jesus stood up on the Mount and spoke the “new way” of 

living. He spoke of the “Kingdom of God” and how its subject were expected to live. He is quotes as saying…”You have herd it said… But I say…” Jesus showed us a new way to live life, a virtuous life, a new life in His Kingdom without end…!  
So then, if Christ embodied all the great Christians expression / streams noted above and we are called to be transformed into Christ-likeness, then we also are called to embrace ALL of the above streams. We are called to converge the diverse expressions of God into our very own Christian life… we are all called to unity, to unite the image of God firstly in our own lives and corporately as a universal Body of Christians – The Body of Christ… The Bride of Christ…!
Conclusion
A life consecrated to God lived in the fullness of the Spirit leads to Abundant life and true Liberty, for wherever the Spirit is Lord, there is Liberty. A Spirit filled life leads to genuine Christian transformation and allows not only ourselves but also other the experience of God’s love, the kind of love that sent Jesus to the Earth to live as an example and to die as a sacrifice for all mankind, both Christian and Non-Christian, He died for us all.

Our transformation is our testimony, our unity is our credibility. Let nothing hold us back from falling head over heals madly in love with the Lover of the Universe. He gave His all, it’s now our turn… Let’s not hold back anymore… Today is the day!!!

“The glory of God is man fully alive.” (St. Irenaeus, 2nd Century AD)
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