Lutherans and Catholics sign agreement - agreement on doctrine of justification - Brief Article

Christian Century, Nov 17, 1999  

A day to remember: Oct 31, 1999 - Augsburg
On October 31,482 years to the day after Martin Luther nailed on a church door his list of 95 theses protesting against the sale of indulgences, thus setting in train the Lutheran Reformation, Lutherans and Roman Catholics solemnly declared that mutual condemnations from the Reformation era no longer apply. At 11:20 in the morning before a congregation that filled St. Anna's Lutheran Church in Augsburg, Germany, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, president of the Vatican's Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and Lutheran Bishop Christian Krause of Brunswick, president of the Lutheran World Federation, signed the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.

According to the document, there is now "a consensus in basic truths" between Lutherans and Catholics on the doctrine of justification, one of the most contentious issues which divided Luther and his followers from the papacy. As a result the "mutual doctrinal condemnations do not apply to the teaching of the dialogue partners as presented in the joint declaration."

Minutes later spontaneous applause broke out in the church as Ishmael Noko, the LWF's general secretary, and Bishop Walter Kasper, secretary of the Pontifical Council, embraced after adding their signatures to the document.

"We are witnessing a significant day in the history of our churches. For the first time in centuries, here in Augsburg, we are again setting foot on common ground," Bishop Krause told the congregation in his sermon. "Antagonism and frequently even enmity between our churches have been the source of conflicts, distress and suffering for many people, in many countries on this earth. May God give us new strength for reconciliation and the courage to seek peace."

In his sermon, Cardinal Cassidy said: "The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification has brought new life and hope to the whole ecumenical movement as we come to the close of this second Christian millennium." Pope John Paul II issued a statement in Rome describing the agreement as a "milestone on the not always easy road toward the restoration of full unity between Christians."
