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Introduction:

Psalm 139:13-14  

“13For You formed my inward parts; 

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

14I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well.”

· We are creations of a Master Creator!

· Our Souls need to accept this Biblical truth … we are marvelously made!

1. We are all created UNIQULEY.

· Our DNA signature is unique to us alone… no-one else shares in our DNA.

· No-one in the entire world has the same DNA as us.
· We have unique fingerprints, characters, gifts, talents… NO-ONE is exactly like us.

· You are the only YOU that exists.
· Not even Human Cloning can destroy our uniqueness – because cloning cannot guarantee the exact duplication of human character, gifting and talents… 

· The Soul and Spirit of Man can not be cloned… only his FLESH.
· Our uniqueness is Divinely Guaranteed and Protected.
· God made only ONE of us and He knew us before our creation… 
Psalms 139: 15-16
 15  My frame was not hidden from You, 
When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

16  Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. 

And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, 

When as yet there were none of them.”
· Our Mothers and Fathers did not create us… God did!

· God used our Parents to give us a body so that we could do His WILL on Earth.

· We exist because God wanted us here!

· If your Parents told you, you were a mistake, that’s not true… there are no mistakes… only surprises!

· Our uniqueness is God’s Fingerprint on our lives.

· Our Uniqueness is “Divine Design.”… But our Division is Diabolic!  (Repeat)
2. Our Diversity is our gift to the World and to the Body of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12: 12-14  

 “12For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 

13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free (Catholics and Protestants) — and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

14For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

Verses 20-21:

20But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 

21And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 

Verses 25-26:

25that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; … 
· The Body of Christ is a Unification of Diversity.
· Our Diversity is meant to define us … not to Divide us!
· Our diversity defines both our place and purpose in the Universal Body of Christ.
· Our purpose is revealed in our diversity and expressed through our unity.

3. Why am I focusing on our Uniqueness and Diversity?

· Because we need to go beyond “respecting” our brothers and sisters from other Christian denominations.
· Respecting diversity is not enough…. We need to CELEBRATE our diversity!
· The best marriages are build on this celebration of diversity… opposite characters uniting and celebrating each others strengths, and protecting each others weaknesses!
1 Cor 12: 4-7 
4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.
7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.”
· God made me for you!

· Hands need a Body…. A Body needs hands….
·  Members and the Body are INTER-DEPENDENT.

· I need you…. Do you need me?
· Cardinal Kasper announced the official approach to UNITY at the Eucharist Conference in Bari, Italy 2005.
· He stated the following two important points:  
1. Complete Unity includes a common communion table.

2. Unity does not include Proselyting or Cloning other Christian expressions… Diverse expressions can be celebrated.

· In unified diversity, everybody gets to keep their diversity… we just agree to put all our diversity together into ONE body.
· So I challenge you all to go beyond respecting different expressions of the Christian Faith… and to begin to see the unique beauty in your Brother and Sister, and celebrate what they have to give the Body.

· Remember the whole reason for being ONE is so that the World may believe that the Father sent Jesus.
· UNITY is fundamental to any evangelism effort.
· Until we are united… the world won’t completely believe our testimony.
John 17:20-23 “20“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

Your fellow servant,
Canon Tony Palmer †
Episcopal Priest and Canon to the Ecumenical Affairs.
tony@thearkcommunity.org
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