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     The Ark Community
An Inter-denominational Christian Convergent Community
Venue: Heathervale Baptist Church, Heathervale Rd, New Haw, Surrey

Message: The Celebration of Diversity
Lecturer: Fr. Tony Palmer † (M.A Phil.)
Introduction: John 17:20-30 - A dying man’s prayer.

20“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me”.
1. Unity must be possible, Jesus prayed for it.

· Unity is not a human man-made dream! It’s God’s very own desire.

· Jesus would never have asked the Father for something He couldn’t have, if it was not possible, He would have told us.

2. How united must this “Unity” be?

· As the Trinity is…!

· Jesus uses the unity that exists between the Trinity as our example and goal to reach for.
21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
· We are called by God to be as ONE as the Trinity!

· This is far closer than just “getting along” with our Brothers and Sisters in the Lord.

· Our relationships within the Church, Christ’s BODY on the Earth, is to mirror the “invisible” relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

 22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

3. Unity is God’s method of Evangelism.

· Our Unity declares and demonstrates the Triune God to the physical world.
· Christian Unity is the basis of our CREDEBILITY… We have a Testimony but we are not credible because we are divided.
21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
4. God’s Glory, is our “glue”
22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
· True Christian unity must be based on the common presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

· Doctrine is important, and I believe that we should apply ourselves to correct doctrine, but doctrine must not be elevated above the presence of the Holy Spirit.

· If we put doctrine in the first place above the common presence of the Holy Spirit, then we become guilty of the sin of the Pharisees, in that they obeyed the letter of the Law, and not the Spirit of it.

· The Holy Spirit pulled us into His Body even before we knew what doctrine was, He brought us into perfect UNITY with God Himself, while we were DEAD in our SINS, never mind bad doctrine.
(Eph 2:4-7)
4But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
· This common presence of the Holy Spirit in ALL Christians, was the basis for even the Catholic Church to announce, during the II Vatican of 1966, that, “There is salvation outside the Catholic church.”
· We are ALL ONE “in Christ”, the scriptures declare this! 
(Galatians 3:27-28)

27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; *(neither Catholic nor Protestant) for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (*adaptation added)
5. God’s Unity demands God’s Love

· As Christians, we often forget that, “God so loved the world”, He gave us Jesus!

· As Christians, many of us are so busy hating the “world”, that we forget to love the people in it!

· We are called to love the Saved and Unsaved in the World … in fact we are also called to love our ENEMIES!

Matt 5: 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45“that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
St. Luke puts it this way…Luke 6:35 -36 
“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
· Guaranteed many of you have already had a teaching on LOVE in the Bible, and many of you know that the Love that comes from God is a very specific Love, in that, God’s love has NO CONDITIONS… for His love, God used the Greek Word Agapaō.
· This is the same word used in John 3:16, Matt 5:44 and Luke 6:35:

John 3:16    “For God so (Agapaō) the world that He gave His only begotten Son.

Matt 5:44   “But I say to you, (Agapaō) your enemies.
Luke 6:35   “But (Agapaō) your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return.
6. However Unity is not cloning

· Unity is not based on “Sameness”…. Unity is based on “Diversity”.

· Non denominationalism is another Denomination.

· There is no such thing as “non-denominationalism” every Congregation has a “spirituality” an “expression” and even if a Congregation chooses to be “non-denominational” they are still choosing a Denominational Label.

· We are not to DENY who we are, but rather we are to CELEBRATE who God made us.

· We are ALL unique…. Our uniqueness is what makes us different.

· Our diversity is Divine.

· Our differences are God inspired.

Psalms 139:13-14 
For You formed my inward parts; 

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well.
· Many businesses and organizations around the world are beginning to recognize and “celebrate” diversity.
· The MBTI (Myers Briggs Type Indicator) allows us to recognize people’s different temperaments and personality profiles, allowing us to place them into the correct teams combining opposite strengths compensating and completing each other.
· Finding unity does not mean that we all have to become like YOU! 

· We need to recognize that God made us all different for a specific purpose.

· Not only do we need to recognize our diversity, we need to also CELEBRATE it!

· We need to thank God we are not all the same. Yet put us all together, and we will strengthen each other’s weaknesses.
· My strengths were created for your weaknesses.

· Your strengths are my salvation from my own weaknesses.
· The best marriages on Earth, are NOT those who don’t argue; but those who are united in the fact that they recognize and respect each partner’s strengths and weaknesses. 
· Our purpose is hidden in our diversity, and revealed through our unity! … We are different for a reason!

Conclusion:

· The best way to see this diversity is to look at the Biblical example used to describe the Church .…… a human BODY.

· A body is the “Unification” of different parts… the Unification of Diversity…!

· Go ahead and compare your toe nail to your brain… find much in common? 
· Yet they are part of the same body, lose either one of them, and you will feel the difference..!

· The human body is “A unified diversity”.
· The Christian charisms are very different, yet all proceed from the same Trinity.

· The Contemplative and the Charismatic Traditions seem at a glance to be complete opposites yet they actually COMPLEMENT each other to bring balance.
· The Trinity itself consists of THREE, united in their diversity.
· The Church can be united if we begin to Celebrate our Diversity.

· Diversity should not DIVIDE us….. It DEFINES us!

In closing: Psalms 139:13-18

For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well.


My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. 

And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, 

When as yet there were none of them.
Tony Palmer †
Community Minister and Founding Community Member
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