The Book of Romans – Course Outline

a. Course Objectives and Outcomes

· The aim of this course is to give the student a working foundation for further study of the Book of Romans. By no means can we, during the limited time of this course exhaust all possible knowledge of this great writing.
· Upon completion of this course, Students will be expected to have a good understanding of the main themes within the Letter to the Romans.

· As an ‘Outcome’ it is expected that students will be able to access this Text (Romans) in order to find out how to live a Holy Lifestyle to which we all have been called to do.
· Therefore this study of the Book of Romans is not about ‘Knowledge’ but rather how to access Christian ‘Lifeskills’, in order that we might present ourselves as living sacrifices to God, which is a reasonable response to Christ’s work on His cross for us and all mankind.

b. Course Requirements
· Attend all Classes

· Required Reading: 

a) Read the entire Book of Romans in the following versions:

· New King James Version

· New International Version

· Amplified Versions

· The Message translation.

· Take down additional notes and expand notes during self-study.
· Complete the Final Examination for this course.
c. Course structure:
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   Romans       
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Lesson 4 to 6
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Lesson 11 to 13
(Practical applications.
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     benedictions.
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(Summary
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The Book of Romans

LESSON 1

Author and Dating
A)  
About the Author.

PAUL THE APOSTLE – the earliest and most influential interpreter of Christ’s message and teaching; an early Christian missionary; correspondent with several early Christian churches.

The Life of Paul.  Paul was born at Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia (south-east Asia Minor, Turkey).  He was a citizen of Tarsus, “no mean, city”, as he called it (Acts 21”39).  He was also born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28), a privilege which worked to his advantage on several occasions during his apostolic ministry.  Since Paul was born a Roman citizen, his father must have been a Roman citizen before him.  Paul was part of his Roman name.  In addition, to his Roman name, he was given a Jewish name, Saul, perhaps in memory of Israel’s first king, a member of the tribe of Benjamin, to which Paul’s family belonged.

His Jewish heritage meant much more to Paul than Roman citizenship.  Unlike many Jews who had been scattered throughout the world, he and his family did not become assimilated to the Gentile way of life which surrounded them.  This is suggested when Paul describes himself as “a Hebrew of the Hebrews.” (Phil. 3:5), and confirmed by Paul’s statements in Acts 22:3 that, while he was born in Tarsus, he was brought up in Jerusalem “at the feet of Gamaliel,” the most illustrious rabbi of his day (Acts 5:34).  Paul’s parents wanted their son to be well grounded in the best traditions of Jewish orthodoxy.

Paul proved an apt pupil.  He outstripped many of his fellow students in his enthusiasm for ancestral traditions and in his zeal for the Jewish law.

This zeal found a ready outlet in his assault on the infant church of Jerusalem.  The church presented a threat to all that Paul held most dear.  It’s worst offence was its proclamation of one who had suffered a death cursed by the Jewish law as Lord and Messiah (Deut. 21:22-23).  The survival of Israel demanded that the followers of Jesus be wiped out.  

The first martyr of the Christian church was Stephen, one of the most outspoken leaders of the new movement.  Luke told how Paul publicly associated himself with Stephen’s executioners and then embarked on a campaign designed to suppress the church.  Paul himself related how he “persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it” (Gal. 1:13).

Conversion and apostolic commission – At the height of Paul’s campaign of repression, he was confronted on the road to Damascus by the risen Christ.  In an instant his life was reoriented.  The Jewish law was replaced as the central theme of Paul’s’ life by Jesus Christ.  He became the leading champion of the cause, which he had tried to over-throw.

The realisation that Jesus, whom he had been persecuting, was alive and exalted as the Son of God exposed the weakness of the Jewish law.  Paul’s zeal for the law had made him an ardent persecutor.  He now saw that his persecuting activity had been sinful; yet the law, instead of showing him the sinfulness of such a course, had really led him into sin.

The law had lost its validity.  Paul learned that it was no longer by keeping the law that a person was justified in God’s sight, but by faith in Christ.  And if faith in Christ provided acceptance with God, then Gentiles might enjoy the acceptance as readily as Jews.  This was one of the implications of the revelation of Jesus Christ, which gripped Paul’s mind.  He was assured that he himself had received that revelation in order that he might proclaim Christ and His salvation to the Gentile world.

Paul began to carry out his commission not only in Damascus but also in the kingdom of the Nabatean Arabs, to the east and south.  No details are given of his activity in “Arabia’ (Gal. 1:7), but he did enough to attract the hostile attention of the authorities there, as the representative of the Nabatean King in Damascus tried to arrest him (2 Cor. 11:32-33).

After leaving Damascus, Paul paid a short visit to Jerusalem to make the acquaintance of Peter.  During his two weeks’ stay there, he also met James, the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1:18-19).  Paul could not stay in Jerusalem because the animosity of his former associates was too strong.  He had to be taken down to Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast and put on a ship for Tarsus.

Paul spent the next ten years in and around Tarsus, actively engaged in the evangelising of Gentiles.  Very few details of those years have been preserved.  At the end of that time Barnabus came to Tarsus from Antioch and invited Paul to join him in caring for the young church there.  A spontaneous campaign at Antioch, resulted in the formation of a vigorous church.  Barnabus himself had been commissioned by the apostles in Jerusalem to lead the Gentile evangelisation in the city of Antioch.

About a year after Paul joined Barnabus in Antioch, the two men visited Jerusalem and conferred with the three “pillars” of the Church there – the apostles Peter and John, and James the Lord’s brother (Gal. 2:1-10).  The results of this conference was an agreement that the Jerusalem leaders would concentrate on the evangelisation of their fellow Jews, while Barnabus and Paul would continue to take the gospel to Gentiles.

The Jerusalem leaders reminded Barnabus and Paul, in conducting their Gentile mission, not to forget the material needs of the impoverished believers in Jerusalem.  Barnabus and Paul (especially Paul) readily agreed to bear those needs in mind.  This may have been the occasion they carried a gift of money from the Christians in Antioch to Jerusalem for the relief of their brethren who were suffering hardship in a time of famine (Acts 11:30).

Apostle to the Gentiles – The way was now open for a wider Gentile mission.  Barnabus and Paul were released by the church of Antioch to pursue a missionary campaign which took them first through Barnabus’ native island of Cyprus and then into the highlands of central Asia Minor (Modern Turkey), to the province of Galatia (European Celts).  There they preached the gospel and planted churches in the cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.  The missionaries then returned to Antioch in Syria.

The great increase of Gentile converts caused alarm among many of the Jewish Christians in Judea.  They feared that too many Gentiles would hurt the ‘character’ of the Church.  Militant Jewish nationalists were already attacking them.  A movement began which required that gentile converts become circumcised and follow the Jewish law, these activists were known as the ‘Jewdisers’.  The leaders of the Jerusalem church, with Paul and Barnabus in attendance, met in A.D. 48 to discuss the problem.  It was finally decided that circumcision was not necessary, but that Gentile converts should conform to the Jewish code of laws in order to make fellowship between Jewish and Gentile Christians less strained (Acts 15:1-29).

After this meeting, Barnabus and Paul parted company.  Paul chose Silas, a leading member of the Jerusalem church and a Roman citizen like himself, to be his new colleague.  Together they visited the young churches of Galatia.  At Lystra they were joined by Timothy, a young convert from Barnabus and Paul’s visit some two years before.  Paul in particular recognised the qualities in Timothy which would make him a valuable helper in his missionary service.  From that time to the end of Paul’s life, Timothy was his most faithful attendant.

Their first stop in Macedonia was the Roman colony of Philippi.  Here, in spite of running into trouble with the magistrates and being imprisoned, Paul and his companions planted a strong church.  They moved on to Thessalonica, the chief city of the province, and formed a church there, as well.  But serious trouble broke out in Thessalonica.  The missionaries were accused of rebelling against the Roman emperor by proclaiming Jesus as his rival.  They were forced to leave the city quickly.

Paul moved south to Berea, where he was favourably received by the local synagogue, but his opponents from Thessalonica followed him, making it necessary for him to move on once more.  Although churches of Macedonia would later give Paul much joy and satisfaction, he felt dejected at the time from being forced to flee city after city.

Ten years earlier there had been no churches in the great provinces of Galatia, Asia, Macedonia or Achaia, but now Christianity had become so strong in these territories that Paul realised his work in that part of the world was finished.  He began to think of a new area where he might repeat the same kind of missionary program.  He wanted to evangelise territories where the gospel had never been heard before, having no desire to “build on another man’s foundation” (Rom. 15:20).  He decided to journey to Spain, and to set out as soon as he could.  This journey would also give him a long awaited opportunity to visit Rome on the way.

Before he could set out, however, an important task had to be completed.  Paul had previously organised a relief fund among the Gentile churches to help the poorer members of the Jerusalem church.  Not only had he promised the leaders in Jerusalem to do such a thing, but he hoped he could strengthen the bond of fellowship among all churches involved, i.e. ‘The Ministry of Reconciliation and Christian Unity.’
Before leaving, Paul arranged for a member of each contributing church to carry that church’s donation.  Paul himself would go to Jerusalem with them, giving the Jerusalem Christians an opportunity to see some of their Gentile brethren face to face in addition to receiving their gifts.  Some of Paul’s hopes and misgivings about the trip are expressed in Romans 15:25-32.  His misgivings were well founded.

A few days after his arrival in Jerusalem, Paul was attacked by a mob in the area of the Temple.  He was rescued by a detachment of Roman soldiers and kept in custody at the Roman governor’s headquarters in Caesarea for the next two years.  At the end of that period he exercised his privilege as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar in order to have his case transferred from the provincial governor’s court in Judea to the emperor’s tribunal in Rome.  He was sent to Rome in the autumn of A.D. 59.  The great apostle spent a further two years in Rome under house arrest, waiting for his case to come up for hearing before the Supreme Tribunal.

Paul the prisoner of Jesus Christ – The restrictions under which Paul lived in Rome should have held back his efforts to proclaim the gospel, but just the opposite actually happened.  These restrictions, by his own testimony “actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12).  Although he was confined to his lodgings, handcuffed to one of the soldiers who guarded him in four-hour shifts, he was free to receive visitors and talk to them about the gospel.  The soldiers who guarded him and the officials in charge of presenting his case before the emperor were left in no doubt about the reason for his being in Rome.  The gospel actually became the topic of discussion.  This encouraged the Christians in Rome to bear a more open witness of their faith, allowing the saving message to be proclaimed more fearlessly in Rome than ever before “and in this”, said Paul, “ I rejoice “ (Phil. 1:18).

From Rome, Paul was able to correspond with friends in other parts of the Roman Empire, being placed under house arrest in Rome, kept him at the centre of the known world with access to fast and effective communication, and let’s not forget his own Imperial Bodyguards at Rome’s expense.  Visitors from all parts of the world came to see him, bringing news of their churches.  These visitors included Epaphroditus from Philippi and Epaphras from Colossae.  Also from Colossae Paul received an unexpected visitor, Onesimus, the slave of his friend Philemon.  He sent Onesimus back to his master with a letter commending him “no longer as a slave but … as a beloved brother” (Philemon. 16).

The letters of Philippi and Colossae were sent in response to the news brought by Epaphroditus and Epaphras respectively.  At the same time as the letter to Colossae, Paul sent a letter, which has been lost, to Laodicea and a more general letter, which we now know as Ephesians.  The Roman captivity became a very fruitful period for Paul and his ministry.

We have very little information about the rest of Paul’s career.  We do not know the outcome of his trial before Caesar.  He was probably discharged and enjoyed a further period of liberty.  It is not known whether he ever preached the gospel in Spain.

It is traditionally believed that Paul’s’ condemnation and execution occurred during the persecution of Christians under the Roman Emperor Nero.  The probable sight of his execution may still be seen at ‘Tre Fontane’ on the Ostian Road. There is no reason to doubt the place of his burial marked near the Basilica of St. Paul.  There, beneath the high altar, is a stone inscription going back to at least the fourth century: “to Paul, Apostle and Martyr”. 

THE CAREER OF THE APOSTLE PAUL

ORIGIN

Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts22:3)

A Jew of the Tribe of Benjamin (Phil.3:5)
TRAINING

Learned Tent-making (Acts 18:3)

Studied under Gamaliel (Acts22:3)

EARLY RELIGION

Hebrew and Pharisee (Phil.3:5)

Persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-3; Phil.3:6)

SALVATION

Met the risen Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-8)

Received the infilling of the Holy Spirit on the street called ‘Straight’ (Acts 9:17)

CALLED TO MISSSIONS

Church at Antioch was instructed by the Holy Spirit to send out Paul to the work (Acts13:1-3)

Carried the Gospel to the Gentiles (Gal.2:7-10)

ROLES 

Spoke up for the church at Antioch at the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35)

Opposed Peter (Gal. 2:11-21)

Disputed with Barnabus about John Mark (Acts 15:36-41)

ACHIEVEMENTS

Three extended missionary journeys (Acts13-20)

Founded numerous churches in Asia Minor, Greece, and possibly Spain (Rom. 15:24-28)

Wrote letters to numerous churches and various individuals which make up ¼ of our N.T
END OF LIFE

Following arrest in Jerusalem, was sent to Rome (Acts 21:27-28 & Acts 28:16-31)

According to Christian tradition, released from prison allowing further missionary work;

re-arrested in Rome and then beheaded outside the city. 
B)
Occasion and Date

Paul most likely wrote Romans while he was in Corinth in A.D. 56, taking a collection to help the needy Christians in Jerusalem (Rom.15:25-31 & 2 Cor:8-9). He planned to go to Jerusalem with his collection, then visit the church in Rome. He also planned to travel to Spain to preach the gospel (Rom.15:24).  He wrote to tell the Romans of his impending visit.  The letter was likely delivered by Phoebe (Rom.16:1-2).
 C)
Course overview

OUTLINE OF ROMANS

I. Introduction:
(1:1-17)


(
a)
Paul’s identification 



(1:1-7)



b)
Paul’s desire to visit Rome


(1:8-15)



c)
Summary of the gospel


(1:16-17)

II. All have sinned:
(1:18-3:20)

(
a)
Gentiles know of God but reject Him

(1:18-32)

b)
Jews have God’s laws but not righteousness
(2:1-29)

c)
God is just to judge all men



(3:1-20)
III. Justification is by faith alone:
(3:21 – 5:21)
(
a)
God’s righteousness preserved through Christ’s death



for us






(3:21-26)
b)
Justification is by faith alone



(3:27-31)
c)
Abraham justified by faith, not works

(4:1-25)

d) Once justified by faith, we triumph even in 
sufferings





(5:1-11)

e) We gained death through Adam’s sin, but eternal life

through Christ’s obedience



(5:12-21)

IV) Practising righteousness in the Christian life (6:1 – 8:39)


 (

a)
Overcoming sin in the Christian life 

(6:1-23)

b)
We are dead to the powerless system called “law”  (7:1-6)



c)
The law cannot empower us to obey

(7:7-25)

d) We fulfil God’s righteousness by living in the power

of the Spirit and according to the Spirit

(8:1-17)



e)
Longing for complete redemption


(8:18-25)



f)
Help and assurance in hardship


(8:26-39)
V)
God and Israel
(9:1 – 11:36)


(
a)
Though Israel is unfaithful, God is righteous
(9:1-33)



b)
Israel is willing rejected the bible


(10:1-21)

c) A remnant now remains, and someday full salvation

will come to Israel




(11:1-32)

d) Praise for God’s infinite wisdom


(11:33-36)

VI)
Practical applications
    (12:1 – 15:13)


(
a)
Present yourselves as sacrifices to God
(12:1-2)



b)
Use of spiritual gifts



(12:3-8)



c)
Relating to Christians 


(12:9-13)

e) Relating to Unbelievers


(12:14-21)

f)
Relating to Government


(13:1-7)

g)
Tolerance and love in minor things

(14:1-23)

h)
Caring for each other



(15:1-1)
VII)
Paul’s own situation
(15:14-33)


(
a)
His ministry





(15:14-22)



b)
His plans





(15:23-33)

VIII)
Personal greetings
(16:1-24)

IX) 
Benediction

(16:26-27)











LESSON 2

Background, purpose and introduction.

1) Background

When Paul wrote Romans around A.D. 56 he had not yet been to Rome, but he had been preaching the gospel since his conversion, 21 years ago (A.D 35). 
During the last 10 years he had been responsible for planting churches throughout the Mediterranean world.  Paul was now towards the end of his 3rd Missionary journey when writing the letter to the Roman believers.

This epistle is therefore a mature statement of his understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Roman church had been founded by other Christians unknown to us, (‘Visitors from Rome’ - Acts 2:10), but Paul through his travels did know many of the Roman believers (Rom. 16:3-15).

a) Scocio – economic background: “Household” (Acts 16:31, Gal. 6:10).
· The ‘Household’ was the social institution which brought economic and political strength to those who knew none… the poor.
· Households were the “micro” communities within the macro/greater community or nations.

· Households were social institutions made up of people who joined forces and services for protection against the aristocracy of the day.
Example: A poor man would join himself to a wealthy man and serve him in some way and in return the poor man would be accepted unto the wealthy man’s ‘Household’ as a member of his extended family.  This Wealthy man was known as the “Pater familias” or “Family head.” (ref: Acts Ch.10 & 11).
· The first Century, Mediterranean world was made up of Households which formed the thread of the greater community.  Christians would write letters of recommendation for travelling believers requesting assistance and shelter from other “Households of Faith”.
· The Homes of the ‘Pater Familias’ were also the meeting places for their Religious Worship. All had to worship the same deity as the Pater Familias and met in a room in his house dedicated to such meetings (ref: Acts 20:20). When the Pater Familias got converted to Christianity, his House became the meeting place for the church… thus the scriptures says…

Acts 11:13:  ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname 
is Peter, 14‘who will tell you words by which you and 
all your household will be saved.”
b)  
Politically – Rome ruled the World Government.

· Greek was the language of the day. Even Roman soldiers 

were trained to speak Greek. 
· The foundations of the Roman empire were Greek. The Romans borrowed much from the Greek Empire, religions, philosophies, legends, culture, language etc

· Another important point to understand about Roman Culture is that they preferred to ‘assimilate’ rather then ‘destroy.’ They preferred to ‘Take-over’ rather then to have to ‘re-build.’
· Thus we find Roman culture full of many other cultural roots, simply stated, the Roman Empire was a ‘mix’ of all that Rome had conquered… Rome was the melting pot of the world.
c)   
Religion – Pluralism, Polytheism, Dualism…etc
· The Jews and Romans co-existed.  Their views on religion could not be any further apart.
· The Jews demanded strict adherence to a written law passed down as ‘God’s sacred Word’ from many generations.
· The Romans practised self-gratification to the infinite degree.

Purpose and Theme

While Paul was in Corinth on his last visit, he met a Christian lady named Phoebe who was on her way to Rome (Rom.16:1-2). Paul took advantage of this and asked her to deliver his letter to the Roman church on his behalf. Paul wrote to introduce himself to a church he had never visited.  At the same time he set forth a full and orderly statement of the great principles of the gospel that he preached.

The Book of Romans is commonly considered as the greatest exposition of Christian doctrine anywhere in scripture.  It contains an orderly, logical development of profound theological truths. 
 Romans is filled with the great themes of redemption:


(
The guilt of all mankind.


(
Our inability to earn favour with God.


(
The redeeming death of Christ.

(
And the free gift of salvation to be received through faith alone.
NB: RCC (Roman Catholic Church) and Lutheran ‘Joint Declaration of Justification by Faith’ – signed Oct, 1999 brought an end to the ‘Protest’ and simultaneously the Protestant era.)

Due to the fact that Paul had never visited Rome, the epistle does not address specific local problems, but contains general teaching applicable to all Christians for all time.

Throughout the history of the Church, expositions of the Book of Romans have sparked many revivals as people have become aware of the magnificence of God and His grace towards us.

The epistle to the Roman church is commonly accepted as the most complete statement of doctrine found in the New Testament, embodied in an epistle, which has been called ‘the cathedral of Christian doctrine.’
We can sum up the themes of the Book of Romans as:
1) The justification of sinners.

2) The sanctification of justified saints.

3) And the glorification of the saints, through faith by the power of God.

3)
Introduction to the epistle of Romans


Romans Chapter 1:1-17:
a)
Paul’s identification (V.1-7)

b) Paul’s desire to visit Rome (V.8-15)

c) Summary of the gospel (V. 16-17)

V.1-3

‘Bondservant and Apostle’ – Bondservants are not to be confused


with common slaves. Bondservants were Employees who were paid 



wages and often had considerable skills and responsibilities. They

 were usually treated well and protected by Law. Bondservants were 

both highly educated people as well as ordinary labourers. The 

difference for a Bondservant was that they could not resign to work

for another Employee, they were bound for life. Often developing 

bonds of relationships with their Masters.
  


Paul considered himself a skilled and well educated craftsman in the 

life-long voluntary employment of his Master who both protected 

and paid him… Paul had no inferiority complex or “worm’ 

mentality.

V.4
The basis for believing that Jesus was “THE” Son of God, was the historical fact of His resurrection.

(‘A Ready Defence’ on the resurrection evidence.)

V.5-6
Grace has been given to us for the purpose of obeying the faith.

Grace is the power of God which enables us to do what He wants us to do. Mercy is the power of God to forgive us when we don’t do what He wants.

V.7-8

He referred to the living believers as saints. The doctrine of the

 ‘Communion of Saints’ is really the celebration of the universal

 Church which transcends ‘Time and Space’. As we are ONE Church 

made up of the Saints on Earth and the Saints departed – NOT 

DEAD, they are alive with God.
V.9-10

‘Serve with my Spirit’ ’– The deepest part of man. Our serving God 
must be from the heart, not from compulsion due to our parent’s 
“will” or church/family tradition. It must be our own personal 
choice and it must come from the heart.

God is not seeking pious religion and superficial lip service; He’s seeking those who will serve Him willingly from the heart, in truth.

This unannounced statement plays ‘centre stage’ to the gospel that was entrusted to Paul.

V.11

Impart – ‘A giving nature’.



(Metadidomi: Strongs #3330, Liberal generosity)



Ministry is to be motivated by the deep desire to GIVE and to

BLESS those whom Christ has sent you to. All that we have been 
given is to be shared with those around us. The more we give away, 
the more we get filled. The Christian life is a paradox of giving and 
receiving, and what must always be remembered is that we received

first and none of us can ‘out-give’ God. We must maintain a distance 
from the message of ‘giving to get’ as this is not a Christian
motivation, but secular materialism and exaggerated capitalism.

Receiving is the RESULT not the MOTIVE.
V.12
Not forsaking the ‘gathering together’ of ourselves mutually encourages us. Notice how no indication was given to the details of ‘HOW’ we are to gather or ‘WHEN’ or ‘WHERE’. Our contemporary Church Liturgy was developed from the Synagogue meeting, and later being reformed throughout the history of the Church ending up in the diverse Worship Services we have today in the various Christian Denominations, each one of them focusing on a particular aspect of the service as God has given revelation to each Denomination. Each one as valuable as the other… a celebration of diversity.

V.14

Barbarians = Translates to “foreigner” a non-Greek.



(Quote from Nelson’s Bible Dictionary page 135.)

V.16
The first step in being able to share the gospel with some one else is being unashamed of it.



Gospel = Strong’s #2098 = Good News



Power = Strong’s #1411 = Dynamite

“For I am not ashamed of the [good news] of Christ, for it is the [dynamite] of God to salvation for everyone who believes.”
Salvation = Strong’s #4991 = Nothing missing, nothing broken, complete soundness.

V.16

For everyone – who believes?

V. 17

God revealed His righteousness in the gospel.

He is right to save sinners because of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.



And the walk is progressive – From faith to faith.

LESSON 3

All have sinned

a) Gentiles know of God but reject Him (Rom. 1:18-32).

b) Jews have God’s laws but are not righteous (Rom. 2:1-29).

c) God is just to judge all men (Rom. 3:1-20).

V.19

God has shown the truth to all.



Shown = Strong’s #5319 = Openly made visible



(Quote from SFB, Col. 3:4).

Since creation – The invisible God made His attributes visible. Thus the moment creation was complete, man was left without excuse of the existence of God. Creation denies His non-existence.



Ps. 19:1-6: The silent gospel.


(Quantum physics – The unexplained ‘controlling’ force called God)
V.22

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Ps. 111:10).

V.23
The Roman Christians understood exactly what Paul was referring to by using the term “Images”, Rome was full of idol statues of both men and animals.

V.24-25
‘Imperial ruler cult’ developed in the 1st Century BC when the
 Roman Senate voted that Julius Caesar be ‘deified’ and a Temple
 dedicated to hi.. Contrary to common belief not all the Emperors

 were worshipped, only Julius Caesar, Augustus and Claudius were

 actually deified.



(Quote from Nelson’s, Dictionary Page 921.)

V.26-27
Homosexual activity.

V.28-31
A sinful lifestyle leads to a debased mind and a constant moral degradation.
V.32
Sinners know when they sin; they are able to live with it because they legalise it. Modern psychology says:

“the end justifies the means”.

This is legalising wrong behaviour based upon the desired effect being what the person wants.

b)
The judgement of God is according to truth. (Chapter 2:1-29)
V.1-3

The Word of God is the only sound basis for any Spiritual or moral
judgement. To judge something, the standard which is used for
comparison must be “true.” The post-modern idea that there are no
such thing as “absolute truth’ is not only incorrect but also
sociological damaging as it takes away all references of universally

accepted moral behaviour. Doing away with the rules does not get 

rid of the problems, it only creates new ones.
V.4                  It is God’s goodness that leads people to repentance, not 

                        judging. The best way to catch bees is by using honey.

V.5-6

Each one gets our own reward according to our ‘deeds.’ The DEED

 
which God is seeking in each of us, is that we might BELIEVE in

what Christ DID for us. We were saved by WORKS… Christ’s

WORK on the cross, this is the ONLY deed God is seeking to find in

us all.
V.7-9

Eternal life OR Wrath – not limbo land or Purgatory.

V.11

God is not partial, no favouritism with God. 

(Partial = Strong’s #4382)

V.12-16
Jew and Gentile, if sinned will be judged.
Paul stresses that both Jew and Gentile are accountable to God for
judgement. They differ from each other in that the Jews posses the 

Law, while the Gentiles do not, even though by nature they do

some of the things that are stipulated in the law. God has given a;

people a moral instinct by creation, though repeated sin or cultural

acceptance may distort their understanding. The point is that people

will be judged according to the revelation they have. The standard 

of judgment for the Jews will be the written Law; the standard for 

the Pagans will be the unwritten Law of conscience and nature,

refereeing to those who will never get to hear the Gospel.

(Ref. footnotes from SFB, Rom. 2:12-16). 
V.17-24
Hypocritical Christianity blasphemes God and brings reproach on the Kingdom of God. Mahout Gandhi was quotes as saying, “If it wasn’t for the Christians the Church would be bigger.”
V.25-29
The Gentiles (Roman Christians) must be made to understand that a Gentile can be a Jews to, if they are circumcised in the heart.


Circumcision is of the heart, cut by Christ Himself.  Being a Jew is an inward matter.


Here Paul does away with the legal requirement of the Jewish law of physical circumcision, which opens the door for the entire earth …. Romans included. Never let the thought leave you, that both the Romans and the Jews were the out-right enemies of the Christians. And here we have Paul (also an ex-enemy) stating that these “Romans” can not only be Christians but that a Christian is a REAL Jew…! In contemporary language this is called a “Double Whammy.”
V.29
But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

c)     “Judgement of sin is God’s righteousness.”  (Chapter 3:1-20)

V.1-8
In these verses Paul stomps out the seeds of Anti-Semitism (Anti-Jewish), as after the previous chapter it would have been easy for the reader to discount the Jews and their historical faith in the Law. In fact even today we suffer from anti-Semitic movements and theology such as “Replacement” Theology which basically refuses to recognise the particular calling God has placed on the Jewish Church which has a profound eschatological significance, for the “gifts and callings of God are irrevocable.”
Here Paul explains how in God’s judgement of sin He shows His own righteousness. For God to be righteous, He is CONFINED to keeping His Word and judge all sin, therefore His Judgement reveals His Righteousness.                                            

In V.5 Paul says: …If our sin gives God opportunity to show His righteousness why should He punish us for doing Him a favour? But the obvious answer is: If this was so, then how would He be able to judge the world?





… This is just twisted logic!

V.19-20
Up to the time of Jesus the Jewish laws of Moses were the only medium to God.  But the law held everybody under it accountable to every commandment.


No flesh (no person) was able to completely fulfil each demand of the law (except Jesus) so all under the law were condemned by the law.


In fact the law brought the knowledge of sin.

Example of the mirror.

LESSON 4

Justification is by faith alone.

a) God righteousness preserved through Christ’s death for us (Rom.3:21-26)

b) Justification is by faith alone (Rom.3:27-31).

c) Abraham justified by faith, not works (Rom. 4:1-25)

d) Once justified by faith, we triumph even in sufferings (Rom. 5:1-11)

e) We gained death through Adam’s sin, but eternal life through Christ’s obedience (Rom. 5:12-21).

a. God righteousness preserved through Christ’s death for us
(Rom.3:21-26)

V.21-22

Here Paul alludes to a righteousness of God other than the
law of  Moses… Jesus Christ the REVEALED righteousness

of God.
V.23
Sin causes us to loose the Glory (presence) of God but Jesus gave it back to us.
(John 17:22)

V.24


Justified = Just if we’d never sinned.



Strong’s # 1344: Acquitted, found innocent. Freely acquitted,
   without cost to the one who transgressed.




Strong’s # 629: Redemption = Bought back.

 




  (Quote from SFB, Rom. 3:24).

Paraphrased version based on the above definitions:


“For all mankind have failed the desired perfection of God’s own 

righteousness and therefore have lost the very presence of God Himself but now have been totally acquitted of all of the above charges and have been found to be innocent, all at no cost to the transgressor.  This was accomplished through the “buying back” power of God’s own Son, Jesus of Nazareth the long awaited and Messianic Saviour of the entire world, and all this had nothing to do with us.”

Jesus was our propitiation/mercy seat.



(Quote footnotes in SFB, Rom. 3:25)
V.24

The Redemption that was in Christ was His Blood, as this alone was
what the Law demanded… innocent blood. Be careful to fall into 

the trap of thinking that Christ saved us with his perfect and 

flawless fulfilment of the Law… that would mean that we would 

have been saved by WORKS, and we were not… we were saved by 

the blood, the innocent blood of a non-fallen man yet 100% human

who had within him the 100% chance of falling just like anyone of 

us, yet chose not to, for our sakes…! Our Redemption was in Jesus, 

in His veins….!
V.25
God passed over the Old Testament sin because Jesus had already agreed to the crucifixion. (Gen 3:15 ‘Protoevangelium’, Rom. 13:8, 17:8, Rev 13:8)

The Old Testament Saints had to have faith in the innocent blood of the animal they were busy sacrificing. It was still by Faith, it was never by works, not even Old Testament…!
V.26
God demonstrated His righteousness by dealing with the past, present and all future sin with the same sacrifice – His Son ….. and the receiving of forgiveness by faith – not good works.

b. Justification by faith alone   (Rom.3:27-31)
V. 27
Christ substitutionary sacrifice denies the need for any kind of ‘Works Program’ – to earn favour with or for salvation from God. Faith stills those who boast. The “law of faith” is the New Testament believer’s way of living.

V.29
If it was by law, then God would belong only to one Nation on the planet, because only one Nation had the revealed Law of God – The Jews.
V.30

Circumcised by faith = Jew



Uncircumcised through faith = Gentile

V.31

So does faith do away with the law? Is the law of Moses then made
of no value because of faith? No – By believing in Christ’s
substitutionary death for us by faith alone, we establish the law in
our own hearts. Jesus now lives inside us, living out the law through
us. For believers all things are lawful, we are to stay away from that
which is not helpful. Our new law is the law of faith …..always
God’s plan A
LESSON 5

Justification of faith continued.

b) Abraham justified by faith not works (Rom. 4:1-25)

Chapter 4:1-2
Here begins the debate whether Abraham was




justified by works or faith alone.




It is vital to prove that the original patriarch and 




Father of the Jewish race set the correct standard 




for all other Jews to follow.

V.3

Accounted = Credited

(Strongs # 3049)

Salvation is credited to us, because we choose to believe God.  It is not earned.

Salvation is not a wage, it is a credit bestowed upon us, it is a free gift. (Eph. 2:8)

M.Vs

V.4
The reward (wages) of trying to earn salvation or favour by works.


Good works or living right should be an extension and a result of our salvation experience.



They must not be a means to earn salvation.

I.e. Good works flow from our lives because we love God not to get Him to love us.

Good works flow because we are saved not to get us saved.

James 2:14-18.

V.9              Now Paul enters into a debate on the value of circumcision.

             
Again as Abraham sets the standard all his seed are to follow suit.

(Question: Are only those who are circumcised seed of Abraham?)

V.10
Abraham was uncircumcised when he was credited with


righteousness.  Thus opens the door to all the world

V.11
Circumcision was merely the “sign” of faith that Abraham had in God.  Circumcision was Abraham’s good works.

The question is answered:

Abraham is the Father of all who believe, not all who are 

Circumcised.

As a New Testament believer, Abraham is our Father. He is the original and the true “Father of our Faith.”

New Testament believers are circumcised in the heart by faith in Christ. (Rom. 2:29)


We have received the seal of the Holy Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee of ownership by God. 

(2 Cor.1:22)

(e.g. King’s servants purchase with his ring).

V.13
Faith, salvation through faith was always God’s plan, never works.

V.14-16
If salvation was only through the law then only the Jew could be saved and God’s promise to Abraham that in his seed all nations of the world will be blessed (Gen. 22:18), and that Abraham would also be the Father of many nations, (Gen.17:4) not only one, Israel.

V.17-18
This is the example of faith we are called to follow:

1) Who calls those things which do not exist as 

as though they did.

2) Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed.

“Believe against all odds” – So shall your descendants be.
V.19-22
This is the faith we are to follow.

V.25
We often preach on our sins being paid for by the crucified Christ, but let us not forget that to prove our 



justification, He had to be raised form the dead.



If the pit of Hell did not release our Lord this would



mean two things:

a) Our sins were not paid for in full and therefore we would not be justified.

b) If the grave could hold Jesus, He did not die an

innocent man.

“Satan you have nothing in me.”



His resurrection proves both; that our sins were fully 

paid for (Telelestine) and our Lord was sinless and died an innocent man on our behalf. 

LESSON 6

Justification is by faith alone, continued.

a) Once justified by faith, we triumph even in sufferings (Rom.5:1-11)

b)
We gained death through Adam’s sin, but eternal life through 


Christ’s obedience.

Chapter 5:1

Peace is only through justification with God.




There is no political or economic solution to peace.

V.2

We should rejoice in the hope of our own glorification.


(1 Thes. 4:13-18)

V.3-4

Not only should we be looking forward to getting out of here,
but we should also take pleasure in being transformed into



His image though many times our vehicle of transformation



is a trial?

(James 1:2-4)

We should embrace these trials as opportunities to grow.

Don’t believe for them, deal with them.

Tribulations produce endurance.

We must put teeth on our faith and be aggressive in it, against all odds!

God will never ask us to go through more than we can bear.

He knows how much we can handle, we don’t

(Scripture reference ………..)

V.5

Perfect love casts out fear (1 Jon 4:18)

V.6
“in due time” – Christ’s death was perfect timing, the Greeks established a brilliant language to explain what God had done and the Roman Empire had established all necessary routes, highways and safe passage for the messengers of the gospel.


(Quote from Conibore’s ‘Life of Paul”.)

V. 7-8
Calvary was the expression of God’s love for humanity.


(Quote J.M. Talbot “Why did they nail our Lord to the Cross? His love would have held Him there!)

V.9
Jesus was our “scape goat”.


(Illustration: Judge and the Son – Jesus is the cheque.)

c) We gained death through Adam’s sin, but eternal life through Christ’s obedience (Rom.5:12-21)

M.V’s 

V.12

“Original Sin” – If Adam’s sin was not debited to all mankind



that he procreated, then God would have gone against His



own law of Genesis. (Gen. 1:11)

“Seed yield their own kind.”
This also sets the platform for Calvary to be a legal act of God.

Calvary was planned from before time. (Gen.3:14-15 “Proto evangelium.)

V.15

Jesus offers the “free gift”.



Adam burdened us with the offence.



Gift = Divine gratuity.



Strongs # 5486 (Quote SFB, 1Cor.1:7)

The Gift of God is ‘Faith” not salvation, salvation is the promise which is received through “Faith” THE GIFT.

(Eph. 2:8)

Once you have received faith you have received all you need to get all you need to do the will of God for your life.

Because one man legally caused all of us to be sinners, one Man can pay the price of redemption and made us all saints –

And it’s completely legal.

When Satan got the Romans to crucify our Lord – he committed suicide.

V.16

Adam brought condemnation.



Jesus brought justification. (Just as if we’d never sinned)

V.17

Before our conversion – Adam ruled through our lives, now 

Jesus does.

V.20

God’s holy law stands before us like a mirror and gives us a 



standard to judge ourselves.

Therefore the law reflects our sin back to us and exposes to us what we may have been unaware of.

But where sin abounds – Grave even more.

The difference between condemnation and conviction is that conviction shows you the way out, condemnation doesn’t.

LESSON 7

Practising righteousness in the Christian life.

 (Rom.6:1-8:39)

a) Overcoming sin in the Christian life (Rom.6:1-23)

b) We are dead to the “powerless” system called the law (Rom.7:1-6)

c) Law cannot empower us to obey (Rom.7:7-25)

d) We fulfil God’s righteousness by living in the power of the Spirit
and according to the Spirit (Rom.8:1-17)

e) Longing for complete redemption (Rom.8:18-25)

f) Help and assurance in hardship (Rom.8:26-39)

Chapter 6:1-3


A dead man cannot be held accountable to and is not bound to the law.

V.4
We are to walk as He did after His resurrection – in newness of life.


When Jesus died and the law lost its hold on Him, so it did with us when we believed on Him that hung on the tree at Calvary.

V.7
When we died with Christ we died to the influence of Adam – sin.

V.11
If Jesus did indeed died to sin, then so did we.  This is something to be considered.

V.12
“Do not let sin reign” – we decide not to give in to its rule.


Sin will always present itself to us; it will always offer us the opportunity to get involved.  Sin is not dead!


We are dead to sin; it no longer has a hold on us, we can say no whenever we want.


Sin presented itself to our Lord, He refused to get involved and it went away until an opportune time.


(Luke 4:13)

V.13
We do the presenting – Christian sanctification is a partnership between “our will” and God’s “power”.

V.14
Sin does not have dominion over us.

V.15-18
The key here lies in “yet you obeyed from the HEART.”


Only a slave can be truly free!


Law cannot deal with sin, the desire to do wrong, in fact laws tend to make us rebel even more or we just find loop holes in the law to get around it.


If someone obeys from the heart, there no longer exists a reason for a law.  Every law would be fulfilled without having to enforce it.


(Good Children as e.g.)


As Christians we must learn to deal with sin at the root and not the fruit.


We need our Heart’s desire to be changed and this will result in us wanting, desiring the right things.


Repentance is God’s plan B, obedience is plan A.


(1John 1:9 & Isa. 5:3-5)


Christ dealt with the sin problem from the root.

M.Vs.

V.23
This is the wages from V.17.

b) We are dead to the powerless system called the law (Rom. 7:1-6)

Chapter 7:1-3


Paul begins to illustrate how death releases us from the law.


Death legally separates us from legal obligation.

V.4
We are now the dead husband.

V.5
The law arouses sinful passions.

M.Vs. 

V.6
In newness of Spirit.

It is possible to keep the letter of the law and break the Spirit of it.


(E.g. of the little boy sitting down on the outside, but standing up on the inside.)

It is the inside that counts to God.

(E.g. of Corban – Mark 7:0-13)

If it’s not in your heart, it’s not in your hands.

c) Law cannot empower us to obey (Rom. 7:7-25)

V.7

It is important for Paul at this point to not leave a negative sentiment towards the law in the hearts of his readers.  This would only fuel various types of arguments and give rise to anti-Semitic feelings.



Paul emphatically states that the law is NOT sin, in fact it is a representation of God’s righteousness.



Do we curse the mirror because it reflects the dirt on our own face?

V.8

Before the mirror, there was no embarrassment of a dirty face.

V.9

Before one realises we need a Saviour; we need to realise that we have sinned.



This is the Ministry of the Holy Spirit. (John 16:8)

V.11

Sin deceived us, the law exposed it.



The Law is the “sign post” not the destination.



(Illustration: The mirror points us to the soap!)

V.12

Paul’s conclusion is that the law is:

a) Holy.

b) Just

c) Good.

V.13

The law did not kill us, sin did.



It revealed the murderer.



Sin through the law killed us.

V.14

Paul explains how the law and the flesh oppose one another.

V.17

Sin hasn’t died, we have.

We have died to sin, so therefore sin no longer has dominion over us, but sin does exist.

V.20

Here Paul illustrates how he no longer desires to sin.

Paul is alluding to a believer who has had his nature changed – believers do not have a sin nature, but “the divine” nature.

(2 Pet. 1:2-4)

(2 Cor. 5:17)

V.23

Paul experiences two laws which are in operation in his body 



simultaneously.

1) One in the mind.

2) Members.

“Inner conflict”.

V.24

WHO WILL DELIVER ME? = The question of most humanity.

V.25

Answer = GOD THROUGH JESUS.

LESSON 8

Practising righteousness in the Christian life.

d)
We fulfil God’s righteousness by living in the power of the Spirit 


and according to the Spirit (Rom.8:1-17)

e)
Longing for complete redemption. (Rom.8:18-25)

d) Help and Assurance in hardship (Rom. 8:26-39)

M.Vs

Chapter 8:1
Because of Verse 25 here is now no condemnation for



believers.

V.2

Here a the two laws again:

a) The law of the Spirit.

b) The law of sin.

V.3

The law was “weak” as it was unable to make us righteous as 



previously mentioned, law arouses sin.



So God sent Jesus who condemned sin in His won body on the 



cross.



All sin-past, present and future has already been paid for by



what Jesus did at Calvary?

V.4

The righteous requirement of the law was that all mankind 



had to be righteous as God Himself.



Now we are, if you’re in Jesus.



(2 Cor. 5:21)

V.5

Being spiritual and walking in the Spirit is “walking/living 



according to God’s Word.”



(John 6:63)



Walking in the Word is walking in the Spirit.



Who you feed – Dominates.

V.6

True freedom is not wanting to sin – True freedom is an 



internal change which reveals itself outwardly.

V.7

Enmity (Vines = hatred, opposite of Agape)



The carnal mind is subject to the Law of Sin and Death.

V.10

Because sin judges His body and killed by it, so it did ours,



if we are in Him.  His body substituted ours.

V.11

As He was raised from the dead, so have we been and physically still to come. 



Living in the power of God’s Spirit, i.e. allowing Him to do 



the internal surgery by faith is the only means to ongoing



sanctification. (Ps. 138:8)



We overcome sin by faith in Jesus continued work



in us, not through the Law.

V.14

Not led by the law – the Spirit.

V.17

Fundamentally “Heirs to Christ freedom from Sin.”



Joint heirs to the “Liberty of Christ”.

e)
Longing for complete redemption (Chapter 8:18-25)

V.18

John 14:1-6



1 Thes. 4:13-18



Ps. 139:14-16



Let’s be eternity minded.



Short term suffering, for long time pleasure.

V.19

Creation is waiting for our final glorification so that it to 



can be released from the effects of the fall of Adam.

V.23

The redemption of our body – our carnal flesh is the final 



stage of our sanctification process, as we know it.

V.25

It is healthy to believe that Jesus’s return is near.



It’s a lot nearer than it was 2000 years ago.

N.B.
Expect the best, but be prepared for the worst.

e) Help and assurance in hardship. (Chapter 8:26-39)

V.26

Praying in the Spirit edifies and builds up our innerman as 



food would build up our outerman. (Jude 20)



Balance:
Educate the mind. (Relevant)





Exercise the Body. (Endurance)





Edify the Spirit (Valuable)

V.27-28
This is Jesus interceding for us.



God doesn’t send bad experiences, but He’ll certainly use 



them. (James 1)

V.29

Our primary calling is to be conformed into the image of 



Christ.

V.29-30
These two verses give us a believers time line.

PAST



PRESENT


FUTURE
He foreknew us

He justifies us

He will glorify us

He preserved us

He called us

V.31-32
If God went to the extreme of sacrificing His one and only

Son for us, why should He not help us with any other needs

we present to him.

V.33

“DANIEL” 

God is my judge, this gives stability.

V.34

Not only did he pay the penalty for our judgement, He also lives to speak and remind God and the accuser of the brethren. (Rev:12-10)

V.35-39
Only one thing can separate us from the Love of God – Ourselves!


LESSON 9

God and Israel  (Chapter 9:1-11:36)

a) Though Israel is unfaithful, God is righteous (Rom.9:1-33)

b) Israel has willingly rejected the gospel (Rom.10:1-21)

c) A remnant now remains, and someday full salvation will come to Israel (Rom.11:1-32)

d) Praise for God’s infinite wisdom (Rom.11:33-36)

Chapter 9:3

Paul’s desire for his Jewish brethren is so deep that he himself was prepared to go to hell for them.




Paul, making this statement proved that in no ways were his teachings anti-Semitic. (Against the Jew)

V.5

The Israelites gave us Jesus.



The Israelites are God’s original vine, we Gentiles are the 



wild branch grafted into the vine.



We are the partakers of what originally belonged to the



Israelites.

V.6-8

Here Paul explains hat God’s Word did not fail (as not all 



Israelites got saved) but rather our definition of ‘”Israelite”



is wrong. Israel are all those who have believed, the children 



of promise not according to the flesh.

V.9-13

Here Paul shows how God always kept the plan in divine order

· Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

V.11

People are called by God for specific tasks by His sovereign



will, not by our own doing.

We are not self-determined in terms of our “DIVINE DESTINY”.  We can choose God’s way or our own way.  God’s way has been pre-planned.  (Ps. 13:9)

V.14-17
Pharaoh could have chosen to let the Israelites go, but due

to God’s foreknowledge God knew that Pharaoh would not give in.

V.18-29
Paul is appealing to his audience to recognise the Sovereignty of God the Creator.



His actions are not unjust, but righteous.



It was God’s sovereignty that gave us a Seed, Jesus.



It was God’s Sovereignty, that included the Gentiles in the plan of Salvation.



To quote “All we truly own, is our SIN.”
V.30:33
Paul was leading the audience to see that God’s plan of Salvation – to make all men righteous was by faith in the work of one MAN – JESUS.



It was God who devised the plan of Salvation – it was His own



SOVEREIGN design.



Righteous through faith; not by works – as men would think.

b)
Israel has willingly rejected the gospel (Rom. 10:1-21)

V.1-4

Paul shows how the Jew is ignorant to God’s righteousness because they have rejected Jesus.



(Quote Rom. 10:4 foot notes SFB)

V.6-7

Let Jesus be the judge of who is righteous not yourself.  We may not judge another person’s salvation.

V.8-13

This is what judges men’s eternal salvation or lack of.



Two steps; Believe and confess.

· Believing makes us in right standing.

· Confessing manifests the promise.

V.15

Sent:
Strongs # 649 “APOSTOLIC”



(Read notes SFB,John 20-21)

V.16-21
Here Paul quotes the Old Testament to prove that:

1) The message was preached to all the world.

2) Israel would be provoked because a godless nation would accept His righteousness, for which the Jew zealously tried to earn.

3) God reached out to the Jewish Nation “ALL DAY LONG”.

LESSON 10

God and Israel, continued.

c)
A remnant now remains and someday, full salvation will come to 


Israel (Rom. 11:1-32)

e) Praise for God’s infinite wisdom (Rom. 11:33-36)

Chapter 11:1
Paul begins with the question that would be in most people’s mind:



Q:
Is God finished with Israel.

ANS:
Certainly not.

V.5
God always has a remnant following, and the remnant believed in Christ.


Not all Israel rejected Christ.

V.6
Righteousness cannot be attained through a little of both, works and grace.

V.7
Blinded = Strongs # 4456


(notes SFB, Mark 8:17)


God did not blind them; their own rejection of the messenger cut them off from the message.


Many times we cut off ourselves from a particular individual for some or other reason, we cut ourselves off from any Ministry God would wish to bless us with through this person.


Basically we give God less opportunities to bless us.

V.11
God’s intentions for sending Jesus was never to make them fall, but to get Israel to want Jesus.

Example:
Every parent who has children often presents the blessed state of the obedient child to the disobedient one.  The desired result is that the disobedient child recognises the blessed state of the obedient one and decides to join in on the obedience and blessing.


But often the opposite takes place.  The heart of the disobedient child grows cold and hardens; this even leads to anger or hatred towards the other.

V.12
Paul is hinting to the blessings that would come upon the world when Israel joins our faith.


He is hinting at the Second Coming!

V.13-14
Paul proves to the Romans that he is not anti-Semitic in anyway by saying that: if a Jew gets saved through his Ministry this would magnify/promote his Ministry.

V.15
Again the hint to the Second Coming.



“Life from the dead”.

V.17-19
We Gentiles should thank God for our Jewish roots. 

V.20
Remember it’s by faith that we stand, we did nothing ourselves to be grafted in.

V.21-22
In Christianity there is no place for haughtiness.  All the good we have and are has been given to us as a gift.


(Example:
Pencils with rubbers.)

V.23
God is never finished with anybody.  (Until they die without Him.)


(Explain the unpardonable sin Matt. 12:31, John 16:8)


God gives everyone a chance up to and including the last breath.

V.24
When the Jews start turning to Christ, they will then turn quickly because this is their home.


(Read “Kingdom Dynamics” in SFB, Rom.11:19)

M.V.s 

V.25
The mystery is =
‘That blindness in part has happened to 

Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

M.V.s

V.26

Israel’s promise.

V.28-29
God elected them to be a vessel for the gospel and their calling has not changed.

V.30-31
What God presented to Israel the gentiles grabbed.


In the future what they see we have, they will grab.

d)    Praise for His infinite wisdom. (Rom. 11:33-36)

V.33-36
As Christians it is important for us to make sense of our world and our life within it.  However we also have to consider that God is an infinite being and that it is completely impossible for all of God’s infinite knowledge to be possessed by an finite human brain.


In things said and done we must rest in the fact that God has everything under His control.

LESSON 11

Practical applications (Rom. 12:1 – 15:13)

a) Present yourselves as sacrifices to God (Rom.12:1-2)

b) Use of Spiritual gifts (Rom.12:3-8)

c) Relating to Christians (Rom.12:9-13)

d) Relating to unbeliever’s (Rom.12:14-21)

e) Relating to government (Rom.13:1-7)

f) The Law of Love (Rom.13:8-14)

g) Toleration and Love in minor things (Rom.14:1-23)

h) Caring for each other (rom.15:1-13)

Chapter 12:1
Paul has now finished explaining the grand design for salvation of the entire world, both Jew and Gentile.



He now begins on his campaign to rally support for the gospel and encouraging others to be fervent in commitment to it’s spreading as he is.

1) Presenting is done voluntary.

2) A sacrifice is something that has been killed.

3) Holy is something, which is sanctified and separate.

Holy = Strongs # 40, SFB, Acts 7:33)

4) Reasonable service.

Rational, it is rational to give God everything we are once we have an understanding of the previous two chapters.

M.V.s

V.2

Conformed = Strongs # 4964



“Going with the flow.”



We are called to transformation!



Transformation is to transfer from one conformity to 



another.



Transformation means “CHANGE”.



Metamorphoses – Change in nature.



(E.g. caterpillars to butterflies)



Transformation must take place within the will of us.



Billye Brim “If your salvation experience hasn’t affected 



your will, you should question your salvation experience.”

The process of being transformed and sanctified will eventually lead you to fulfilling God’s plan for your life.

(Ps.37:3-4)

b)
The use of the Spiritual gifts (Rom.12:3-8)

V.3

Paul now progresses into Christian service after he has just



explained the process of transformation.



Here Paul tells us to think and judge ourselves according to 



the calling God has placed on us.

V.4

Function is not position nor importance it is a matter of responsibility.



All members are equally important it is our function and responsibilities that differ.  (e.g. Body)



Differences define us, they should not divide us.

V.6

Here is the reference to our different responsibilities and gifting for them.

V.8

Keep to your calling.



Don’t ask the plumber to fix your electric stove.

c)
Relating to Christians (Rom.12:9-13)

V.9

Paul offers some good human Christian relations.

V.12

Patient in tribulations. (James 1)

d)
Relating to the unbelievers. (Rom.12:14-21)

V.14

Now he advises us how to relate to the unbelievers.



Bless = Strongs # 2127.  SFB, Luke 6:28

V.15-16
Relate to people, it’s hard for someone to open up with superman/woman.



We are called to separation not alienation.

V.18

Live peaceably with all men not only the Christians.

V.20

Feed the enemy!



Paul does not quote the entire verse, see Prov. 25:21-22 reward.

LESSON 12

Practical application continued.

f) Relating to Government (Rom.13:1-7)

f) The Laws of Love (Rom.13:8-14)

Chapter 13:1

As Christians we are to submit to Government unless they ask us to sin.




All Government is appointed by God, no matter how hard this is to believe it is true.

V.2

Simply put:
If we break the speed limit set by the Government to protect other road users, and ourselves we will be fined.

V.3-4

Government are to protect the innocent and punish the evil.

V.5

Here Paul tells us to submit to the Government not because they will punish us but because of good conscience.

V.7

Give Caesar his taxes.



Give it as unto God.

f)
The Law of love (Rom.13:8-14)

V.8

This does not mean that we cannot take a loan to buy a house or a car.



If so, why did God ask us not to charge one another interest when we lend to brother and sister believers?



This means do not owe (outstanding) forgiveness to anybody – do not owe, pay up, i.e. forgive immediately!

V.9-10
It has been said that every sin is rooted in a lack of love for another.



“The way we treat the person we like the least, is the way we love God the most”


(Matt. 25:31-40)

V.11

This is the only life we will ever have to make a difference in our surrounding world.



We should be making the most of it:



“The night is far spent”.
V.14

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 



Jesus is the amour of God.



Gal. 2:20
It is Christ who lives through our bodies.

· Everywhere we go – Jesus goes!

· Everything we see – Jesus sees!

· Everything we hear
- Jesus hears!

· Everything we do – Jesus sees us doing it!



Provision = Strongs # 4307, SFB, Rom. 13:14



Do not premeditate sin.



When a Christian sins, it should be due to a slip, not a plan.

N.B:
Put on Christ, the only way to get rid of darkness is to “put on” the light.

LESSON 13

Practical application continued

g) Tolerance and love in minor things (Rom.141-23)

h) Caring for each other (Rom.15:1-13)

Chapter 14:1

The Bible does not answer every conceivable question




known to mankind.




There are some grey areas.

Most situations/questions can be answered by the application of general scripture.

(e.g. Phil.4:8 Meditate on good wholesome etc.)

God allows freedom of expression.

We are allowed to express our Christianity through our own individual personalities.

Not all were created extroverts, some are introverts.

Different is not wrong, it’s just not the same.

The premise we must live by is that no man can judge another man’s servant.

V.1

Don’t make big arguments about small issues.

V.2-4

“Who are we to judge another mans servant.”

V.5-8

No law exists about which day to honour.



Food and Feast days are minor issues.

V.9-13
The Law of Liberty and Love should always determine the way we live.



Christ died to set us free, we are now Christ’s and it is Christ who lives through us, it will be Christ who judges us in the future not men.

V.14

Convictions are not Doctrines.



We cannot put our convictions on others.



We preach doctrines and live our convictions.



(E.g. – My alcohol abstinence)



(E.g. – Devotion time is what works)

V.15

Consider the believer with a different conviction.



(E.g. – Saying grace before eating)

V.16

Here Paul speaks of “Liberty” as good.

M.Vs

V.17
The kingdom of God is not a system of rituals and feasts.



It’s righteousness, peace and joy.



This is progressive:


a) Being made righteous by faith, brings

b) Peace, having peace causes

c) Joy.

“Joy is your strength”.

V.18-20
It is possible to sin by doing something good.

V.21

Making a brother stumble is wrong.

V.22

Live out your liberty consciously, considering others at all times.

V.23

People must be allowed to live at the level of their own faith.



Cor.8:1-13  



a) Don’t allow your liberty to be an instrument of sin.)

h)
Caring for each other (Rom.15:1-13)

Chapter 15:2

“Please your neighbour”




“Love your neighbour as yourself”

V.6

“One mind” and “one mouth”.



Because we are individuals we will always see things differently.  However the mountain does not change no matter how many pictures we have of it, each from a different angle.



Differences in opinions do not nullify the previous opinion.  Most times they add to accepted knowledge.



Never close off to another way of seeing something.



Listen to various preachers and teachers.



Read various authors, do not make the mistake of having only one teacher.



When all else fails, agree to disagree!



(E.g.: Italian culture of freedom of opinion.)

V.8

Jesus was free to live out His earthly life until old age.



He was free to do this.



However he loved His neighbour so much that He set aside His freedom and became the servant to the Israelites to confirm the prophecies written about Him.  That Messiah would die for the Gentiles also, which had been promised to the fathers.



This is the ultimate practical demonstration of how we as Christians are to live out our “Liberty in Christ.”

V.13

Here Paul announces to the Romans that due to everything he has said they too can have hope.



God saved the Gentile World as well!

LESSON 14

Paul’s own situation, greeting and benediction.

a) His Ministry (Rom.15:14-22)

b) His plans (Rom.15:23-33)

c) Personal greeting (Rom.16:1-24)

d) Benediction (Rom.16:25-27)

Chapter 15:15-16
To minister to the Gentiles that the God of Abraham, 




Isaac and Jacob is now also the God of the Gentiles 




needs plenty boldness.

Especially when one considers that the messenger was previously part of the Jewish Heirachy.

V.17-19
Paul preached what was reality to him.  His gospel was not a 



theory or some new psychology.  



(E.g. Kenneth Hagin = Preach 100%)

He had experienced the life changing effect of the gospel “in Word”  and “in deed”.



We still refer to his conversion today as the “Damascus road 



experience.”



Paul’s Ministry was know for the full presentation of the



gospel including signs and wonders. 

Rodney Howard Brown defines signs and wonders as “Signs that make you wonder.”

Signs = Strongs # 4592

Semiotics = communication using signs. 

(Collins English Dictionary)

Wonders = Strongs # 5059

Teratology = The science that deals with unexplainable phenomena.

V.2-21
Again Paul explains his ministry to the Romans as a founder 



builder of the Church in areas where no Church exists.



A true APOSTLE!
b)
His plans (Rom.15:22-33)

V.24

Spain was a desire of Paul’s, however there is no written proof that he ever did get there.

V.27

As congregations we should remember other congregations who may be less fortunate than ours.



(E.g. Italian family of one brother assisting the other)

V.28

Paul intended to go from:

a) Corinth (from where he was writing Romans)

b) To Jerusalem

c) then to Rome

d) then Spain

V.31

Paul asked the Romans for prayer for:

a) Deliverance from the Jews.

b) Acceptance by the Jewish believers.

c)
Personal greetings (Rom. 16:1-24)

Chapter 16:1-2
Phoebe was the woman who delivered the letter to the




Roman Church.




Phoebe means = Pure or radiant as the moon.




(Quote 16:1, Phoebe = Women as Ministers, SFB)

V.3:5

They had a Church in their house. (1 Cor.16:19)



Epaenetus = first Christian in Asia.

V.10-11
“Households”

V.16

Kissing – men and women was and still is cultured in the 



Mediterranean world.



The West seems to prefer hugging.

V.17

These are not those who have a difference of opinion, these are outright heretics.

V.19

Wise = Correct application of knowledge.



Simple = innocence concerning evil.



“ Innocent not ignorant”.

V.22

Paul obviously quoted this letter as Tertius who wrote it.

d)
Benediction (Rom.16:25-27)

V.25

The mystery that God would make all mankind righteous by faith, Jew and Gentile.

V.26

Made manifest for us to obey.

V.27

For this mystery revealed be to God all the Glory,

AMEN.
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