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Easter – a Historical, Cultural & Spiritual experience.
Introduction: 

For many Easter has just become another public holiday, a couple of days off work and a chance to get around the table and feast with family and with the children (and some Dads), getting sick on Chocolate eggs.
Although having some time off work to be with family, to eat a good meal and bless our Children with gifts are inherently good things to do… for us as Christians… all this leaves us very empty and our testimony void of power… if we don’t remember – Teach – and Celebrate the REALITY of Easter.

Let’s not forget… Easter was so important to the early Christians, the Roman Catholic and English Celtic Churches bitterly argued over it for centuries. The importance and exact dating of Easter was the main reason for the resistance from the Celtic Church to become part of the Roman Church. In fact this debate began in the 2nd Century and lasted until the 8th. The Cornish Celtic Christians were the last to accept the Roman date. Roman Christians used the Solar Calendar to date Easter while the Celtic Christians used the Lunar calendar (ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quartodecimanism & http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Rite#The_Easter_Question ). 

For those who are interested, the Jews used a Lunisolar (Sun & Moon) calendar…!

Regardless of who or what was right, Easter was important enough to fight over! It may have been mislead passion and zeal… but at least they were passionate and zealous!!! What about our passion? Where did our passion for Easter go? Did the Easter-Bunny steal it? or mediocrity or a sociological pathological rejection of our very own history? 
I even know of some contemporary Churches in their quest for “true Christianity” have decided that Easter and Christmas should NOT be celebrated at all …. “They are Pagan feasts and everyday is Christmas and Easter for us Christians”… they say…! Oops! Something is wrong with this picture.   

Easter was not invented by the Pagans nor Rome, but by Elohim Himself. The God of this Universe our Abba Father established a “memorial’ for us to remember and celebrate our liberation, which He accomplished through Jesus Christ. This memorial is to be remembered and celebrated perpetually, reliving the “Exodus” from bondage of all mankind.
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In this short study we will attempt to revisit the origin of Easter and it’s significance with the hope of re-kindling our passion for one of our most sacred Christian traditions… and to ask God to reignite our first-love for Him… our Beloved.

1. In the beginning

Let’s begin with our Father of our Faith… Abraham. Since the fall of “adam” (mankind) in the Garden, God had promised of His plan to re-establish “mankind” to an “un-fallen” state through Eve’s Son, the Seed that would crush Satan’s head. I quote Genesis 3:15…
God speaking to Satan … “And I will put enmity (division) between you (Satan) and the 
     woman (Eve), and between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”

In Theological circles, this is commonly referred to as the “Protoevangelium”… meaning the first (Proto) proclamation of the Gospel (Vangelo) … right in the garden at the fall…! Instead of condemning us, our Father told Satan He already had saved us and had a plan to restore mankind through Jesus, (Eve’s Seed), God’s Son. In fact it is better understood as Eve’s Egg and God’s Seed…! Satan lost the fight at the fall … God saw it coming. Satan lost the fight in “Round One”. 
You’re probably asking yourself … “So why start an Easter study at the Fall of Mankind?”  …Because this is the reason for Easter… To remember our Liberation…! The history of Easter starts here, right in the Garden of Eden. Easter is the celebration of God saving Man (gender inclusive). Easter is the Memorial and Celebration of the fulfillment of the Promise of God to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden… it started in the Garden of Eden and finished in the Garden of Gethsemane. Calvary was the consummation and public revealing of Jesus’ death in Gethsemane the night before..! Jesus died when He said “Yes Father, not My will, but Your will be done.”
Our Father, THE God of Creation, is a God of “continuity”; He sees the big picture clearly, simply because He painted it..! In the unfolding of His plan of Salvation for us, He had to work “with” Mankind and “through” Mankind, on behalf of Mankind. 

The Book of Revelation tells us that “The Lamb” … Jesus, was sacrificed “before the foundations of the World” (Rev 13:8). This being true and “done” in the mind of God, He could promise what He did in the Garden of Eden, but He still had to do it LEGALLY and at the RIGHT TIME… “in the fullness of time”, the Bible say in Galatians 4:4 . 
The Fullness of Time
The “right time” for Jesus to be revealed is described in the Bible as “The Fullness of Time”.   PLEROMA [pleh RAUH muh] — a Greek word meaning “fullness.”
 “The fullness of the time” suggests God’s sovereign appointment of events in both space and time.”
  
“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”
  (Galatians 4:4, New King James Version)
“But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son obeyed the Law, 5 so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God’s children.” 
 
(Gal 4:4, Contemporary English Version)
God planned His “Timing” … He waited for a specific time in history where the conditions would be perfect for safely communicating His message of Salvation to the whole world. The Romans had developed a “worldwide” road system, which was far reaching into all of the provinces annexed by the Romans. These roads were relatively safe in comparison to the previous routes and were often frequented by Roman Soldiers either patrolling or simply moving troops from one area to another. The Roman road system opened up the “world” to the Gospel message. The Gospel could spread.

In fact, if one takes the time to study, you’ll find that the early Christian Communities all developed along the main roads within the Roman Empire.

As for the language. Greek was the spoken and written language of the day, contrary to common belief that it was Latin. Greek was so well used that even the Jews had their Holy Scriptures translated into Greek, called the “Septuagint” which we use today translated into our modern Bibles. 

Romans soldiers spoke Greek, and the daily business of running Rome was in Greek. When Jesus was crucified, they wrote his “charges” above His head in Greek, Latin and Aramaic and nailed it to His cross.

As a language, Greek was far superior to any other in its day. It use spans over 3400 years. It still presents many challenges to us modern language speakers today, especially in terms of translating. This is simply because Greek is a “rich” language, meaning that it has various words with very specific meanings, in comparison to our modern languages having the same word with several meanings. For example, the word LOVE, we have one form of this word, whereas the Greek language has up to six different words with very specific meanings for each. We use the word LOVE to express our appreciation for various things such as a pet, a car, a friend, a spouse an ice-cream flavor. The Greeks were specific and had various words for various “kinds” of Love. What better language to have to record and transmit, with absolute clarity the Saving Message of Jesus Christ.

Truly the timing was right for God to send His Son and His Message, we had the best road system that had existed as of then and the richest language spread throughout the “known” world. 

Continuity

As I mentioned earlier, our Father, THE God of Creation, is a God of “continuity”; He sees the big picture clearly, simply because He painted it..! In the unfolding of His plan of Salvation for us, He had to work “with” Mankind and “through” Mankind, on behalf of Mankind. 

In His continuity we see how He “works with Mankind” for Mankind… in this “partnership” with Mankind, God “legalizes” His actions and is able to “legally” save His own Children. Here we will look at God’s interaction with various people of God through whom He worked to bring His Son, Jesus, “legally” into the world.
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1. Adam: 

Eden was the scene of the “Fall of Mankind” and also the Promise of Salvation. Here we see how God promised Adam and Eve that He would save them from their fallen state with His very own Seed. (Protoevangelium)
This promise to “adam” (Mankind) was confirmed in Blood. The book of Genesis tells us how God Himself substituted the coverings of leaves, Adam and Eve used to hide their nakedness with Animal skins.

Here we see man’s own efforts to cover his shame and falleness were replaced with freshly killed skins from innocent animals. “For Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.
”
Later on in the life of Adam’s Sons we see how they knew how to sacrifice and acquire forgiveness from God. Cain and Able both knew what God required as a sacrifice… Able offered an innocent animal’s blood and God was pleased, Cain offered grains that he had grown and God rejected his offering. God required innocent blood… God required a “scapegoat”. 
3And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7“If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 

But WHY did God need blood? Because the BLOOD contains LIFE…! And the universal Law of Forgiveness is “The wages of SIN of DEATH”. Sin kills us… God told this to Adam… 
“The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17“but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

God’s universal law for salvation is “a life for a life”. 

Hebrews 9:22 (NIV) ….  “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.”
Forgiveness: Greek = [aphesis] (af-es-is): - “to send away”

         - “release from bondage or imprisonment”

         -  Dismissal, sending away and forgiveness with the 

 added quality of cancelling out all judgment, 

 punishment, obligation or debt.

This is the Levitical Universal Law of Forgiveness stated in the Book of Leviticus 17:11….

    “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

     atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul."
Thus the Lord could not accept Cain’s offering, even though He wanted to, it was the WRONG offering, he did not do what was right, God was relating to Cain within the known and established universal unchanging law of forgives… “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.”
The rejection and refusal to humbly submit to God’s way of salvation opened the door to many evils and lead Cain down the path of no return, too the point of murdering his own brother.

Many Christians believe that Faith and Grace are New Testament inventions. Many believers think that Faith and Grace are New Testament subjects only, as if they never existed in the Old Testament. This is not true and distorts the image of God. 
God did not “change” personalities from the Old Testament God to the New Testament God. God is not schizophrenic or suffering from MPD (Multiple Personality Disorder). From Genesis to Malachi the Bible leads us “TO” the Cross, and from Matthew to Revelation it leads us “From” the cross to eternity. Same God, same story but a different perspective..!

In the Old Testament mankind had to place their FAITH in INNOCENT BLOOD, believing they would receive God’s forgiveness by GRACE. Sounds just like New Testament to me…!
Ephesians 2:10 (New Testament) … “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.
To say that Grace is a New Testament invention, is to deny God’s character of mercy since the garden of Eden and before the foundations of the Universe when God accepted the sacrifice of his Son in the place of the billions of people who offing His blood for their forgiveness… Grace was the Genesis of all Time and Space… God “IS” Grace..!

So the plan of Salvation was established in Genesis: 

Faith in innocent blood and Forgiveness by Grace, not by works…!
Cain proved to us all, “We can not save ourselves.” No-one in the O.T was expected to be saved through the Law, it was always through faith by grace alone.
2. Abraham (circa 2000 BC)
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So where does Abraham fit into Easter?” Remember God told Satan that “Eve’s Seed” would bruise Satan’s head? Her Seed is a “HE”… a Man. 
God’s Son was prophesied to be born into this world “through” a woman … Eve!  God’s very own and only Son had to be born a Man … a human, through a womb of flesh and blood … Mary’s womb. 
A virgin maiden supernaturally carried the Seed of God. Eve (Hebrew: חַוָּה, chavvah) gave birth to the God-Man Jesus on Earth, thus Mary is known as “Theotokos” 
… the “The God bearer”… the Mother of God “on earth” or the “God-Child bearer”. Mary gave birth to our Savior God-Man Jesus … the Seed was Divine and from Heaven by the Holy Spirit … God gave the seed not man! (The virgin knew no man). And the method of birth was natural human gestation and childbirth … God became Man in Mary’s womb! Mary gave birth to God on Earth… as a Man!
A Man (adam) had to save Mankind… But not the “first Adam” … another Adam. The fight against Satan had to be won following God’s own universal rules. Satan beat the Man (Adam); now Satan had to be defeated by another “Man”… the second Man… Jesus!!!
(Rom 5:12- 18)  “Therefore, just as through one man (Adam) sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned (in Adam was all mankind) —For if by the one man’s offense (Adam) many (All Mankind) died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many (All mankind). 
For if by the one man’s (Adam) offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, as through one man’s (Adam) offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s (Jesus) righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 
… And so it is written,   “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual (Jesus) is not first, but the natural (Adam), and afterward the spiritual (Adam then Jesus). The first man (Adam) was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven (Jesus).
 (1 Cor 15:45)
It would have been unrighteous and illegal for God to personally descend to Earth from Heaven and “bruise” Satan’s Head on behalf of us all. Don’t forget… before the “fall”, God gave all Earthly dominion to Adam. Man now ran the “Earth Show”. God had the solution but had to work WITH Man to save His own creation. 
This partnership between Man (Creation) and God (Creator) still exists today. God is not in sovereign control of the world; neither is He relegated to being a spectator … He is a partner with His creation, a 100% - 0% (one-sided), partnership. He gave us His 100% with ZERO conditions and He waits hoping we give our 100% to Him voluntarily, as He did to us, motivated only by unconditional love.
 
So back to Father Abraham. In order for God to send his Son as a Man to the Earth to defeat Satan, as promised in the “Protoevangelium” in Genesis, He had to find a Man with whom He could “cut” a covenant with and who would also give up his “only son”. 
If God could find a Man that was willing to sacrifice his only son for Him, then God could legally birth His “Only Son” into the Earth in the form of “flesh and blood” and offer up Him as the sacrifice for mankind.  This God-Man Son would have to be 100% human in order not to break the universal rule of “fair-play” established by God Himself.

Isn’t it good to know that we serve a God who doesn’t “bend the rules”, even when He made the rules Himself?  Our Father keeps His integrity to the very end, even if it costs Him His “Only Son” … “Selah” (Stop and meditate on that!).

So God found such a man. His name was Abraham. Thank the Lord for Abraham, our Father of the Faith. Abraham’s faith in Elohim (Creator) set the stage for God to play out His plan of salvation for Mankind (Adam). Abraham was faced with old age, a barren wife and no children of his own and to add insult to injury, his name “Abraham” meant “Father of many”. 
The meaning of his name might not mean a lot to you and me in our modern context, but remember, in Abraham’s day and cultural context, your name was WHO you were. Every time he introduced himself, he said… “Hello, I am Father of Many”. 
Imagine what people may have thought about him? …“Who’s this mad guy?”… The Father of many who had none!!! Can you hear the sniggers? Can you see the smirks? Have you had them done to you, while standing fast in your faith? You are not alone! We are in good company … be encouraged today … we are a strange people … chosen for an eternal reward and the focus of a loving Father.

Yes, Sarah and Abraham were an aging childless couple, who God called “The Father of Many”…. What a joke!

Yet Abraham believed…!

… “Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.

(Galatians 3:6-9)
St. James wrote … “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God”. (James 2:23)
Again, I say “Thank the Lord for Father Abraham”…!
Here begins the covenant story… God cutting a covenant with a man. God making a deal 

with mankind to legally birth His only Son into our world as a man… a man in every

way…
… “Christ was truly God. But he did not try to remain equal with God. 
He gave up everything and became a slave, when he became like one of us”.

Remember the recent song, “What if God was one of us?” … He was…!

Another translation puts it like this …
“He made himself nothing; he took the humble 

position of a slave and appeared in human form. And in human form he obediently humbled himself even further by dying a criminal’s death on a cross”

The Covenant

Now the Lord had said to Abram: 

“Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.

  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.

  I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Again God speaking to Abraham:  “And I will make My covenant between Me and you, 
and will multiply you exceedingly.” 
Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 
“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations.

The Covenant God made with Abraham was intended to “bless all the families of the Earth”. This is a very important starting point because clearly it was never God’s plan, promise or desire that Abraham would be the Father of the nation of Israel only. God’s Covenant with Abraham was to make him the “Father of many nations”, not Israel only!
This phrase “many Nations” is further interpreted as “all families of the Earth”. Therefore Abraham’s fatherhood extends way beyond the borders of Israel. In fact, “all the families of the Earth” extends beyond time itself. My family was not around in Abraham’s time… was yours? Yet Abraham was promised to be the Father of many Nations and bless ALL families…!

So first point we need to soak in is this: The Covenant with Abraham and the Blessings are for all families in all nations throughout all time. God did not strike an “exclusive” covenant with Abraham… This is the most inclusive Covenant in the history on Human existence!

The author of Galatians reminds us of this: … 
… “So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham”. 
The only “condition” to enter into this eternal far-reaching unilateral covenant with God is to believe! No-one has to pay anything. No joining fees. No annual subscriptions. No promises in return. No strings attached. No debts owed… it is God promising to bless mankind without any intervention from “man” to merit God’s blessing. The Abrahamic Covenant is a Uni-Lateral covenant.  Abraham was asleep when God cut the Covenant. 
Genesis 15 – God cutting Covenant with Abraham…. 
“Afterward the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 2 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since I don’t have a son, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3 You have given me no children, so one of my servants will have to be my heir.”

4 Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your own to inherit everything I am giving you.” 5 Then the Lord brought Abram outside beneath the night sky and told him, “Look up into the heavens and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that—too many to count!” 6 And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord declared him righteous because of his faith. 7 Then the Lord told him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land.”

8 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, how can I be sure that you will give it to me?” 9 Then the Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Abram took all these and killed them. 
He cut each one down the middle and laid the halves side by side. He did not, however, divide the birds in half. 11 Some vultures came down to eat the carcasses, but Abram chased them away. 12 That evening, as the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep. He saw a terrifying vision of darkness and horror.

13 Then the Lord told Abram, “You can be sure that your descendants will be strangers in a foreign land, and they will be oppressed as slaves for four hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation that enslaves them, and in the end they will come away with great wealth. 15 (But you will die in peace, at a ripe old age.) 16 After four generations your descendants will return here to this land, when the sin of the Amorites has run its course.”

17 As the sun went down and it became dark, Abram saw a smoking firepot and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the carcasses. 18 So the Lord made a covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your descendants, all the way from the border of Egypt to the great Euphrates River.”
It is very important for us to see that this Covenant with Abraham was one-side (unilateral), the TWO entities passing through the sacrificed animals was God making Covenant with Himself, as Abraham was in a state of “deep sleep” watching… not promising or receiving any conditions… conditions that he would have to keep or was able to break…! 
The TWO parties in this Covenant were ONE. God promised to Himself that He would bless the Whole Earth and ALL Nations and Families through His Son coming to Earth to be THE sacrifice to win back His people… Thanks to Abraham offering up his only son, Isaac.

God is the only person capable to reinstate our fallen state and to save us from eternal separation from our own Creator. Adam brought sin into our perfect world. The problem was that we were all present in Adam in the Garden in the form of human seed within Adam’s very own body. So when he fell … we all fell with him …! 
This always seemed unfair to me, until I saw that Gods plan was to use ONE MAN to redeem us all on the basis that ONE made us all FALL. The law works both ways! ONE MAN dropped us ALL in the ditch and ONE MAN was going to come and pull us ALL out of the ditch.
For those who can’t accept that ONE MAN (Adam) caused us ALL to FALL, then you have no grounds on which to stand to believe or receive the promise of God that through ONE MAN (Jesus) He would reinstate you and give you the eternal inheritance of immortality… which was His plan from the very beginning. 
Adam was created to live forever! He was only subject to death AFTER he sinned and introduced sin into our perfect world… sin opened the door and death walked in!

Sad but true… and God warned him … “if you eat from this fruit you will surely die”.
 

Sunthēkē / Diathēkē

We’ve been using a couple of words in describing the Abrahamic Covenant which may need exploring a bit, these are “unilateral” and “unconditional”. These words express to us what a “Diathēkē” covenant is … A Diathēkē agreement is a Covenant that is made by ONE of the various covenanting parties promising benefits without any other covenant partner having to promise anything in return. In fairness it is not a Covenant but a Testament. 

A promise without conditions… a promise that can not be broken.
The agreement is ONE–SIDED. Only ONE person makes a commitment to the other. The validity and veracity of the Covenant is based on the faithfulness of the ONE promising, and the integrity of the Covenant is based upon the one who promised the benefits. In contrast to this, a multi-party covenant or bi-lateral covenant is known as a “Sunthēkē” covenant. This is when all parties make promises of benefits to the other covenant partners and promise their benefits on condition that the others keep their word. 
So if one partner in a (Sunthēkē) bi-lateral or multi-party covenant breaks their word and fails to keep their end of the deal, then the other covenant partners are free from their covenant obligations and are free from the covenant, effectively dissolving the covenant and canceling all the promises and benefits. The covenant that God made with Abraham was not bi-lateral, but uni-lateral.
Man’s faithfulness is NOT a condition in the Covenant plan of Salvation… The New Testament Covenant Jesus cut in His Blood is a Diathēkē agreement… it is unilateral, one-sided and is not based on Man’s faithfulness and can not be broken by anybody but God Himself. Our Salvation has NOTHING to do with us except for the fact we have to verbally confess our Faith and Acceptance of Jesus as our only Savior. 
God made covenant with Abraham but without asking Abraham anything in return. The covenant was not based on anything that Abraham could or couldn’t do. The covenant made with Abraham through which God promised to bless all the families of the world was totally dependant upon the faithfulness of God Himself, and man had no conditions to keep… God promised to bless us ALL … unconditionally … the questions remains … has ALL mankind accepted His unconditional blessing?
We are in a Unilateral or “one-sided” Covenant with God. This is not a 50/50 … “I give you IF you give me”, kind of agreement. He has given us His ALL … His 100% without any conditions 
…This is a Diathēkē Testament not a Sunthēkē Covenant. 
The Religious Leaders challenge Jesus….

52 The people said, “Now we know you are possessed by a demon. Even Abraham and the prophets died, but you say that those who obey your teaching will never die! 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? Are you greater than the prophets, who died? Who do you think you are?”
54 Jesus answered, “If I am merely boasting about myself, it doesn’t count. But it is my Father who says these glorious things about me. You say, ‘He is our God,’ 55 but you do not even know him. I know him. If I said otherwise, I would be as great a liar as you! But it is true—I know him and obey him. 56 Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”


St. Paul says it this way …
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? … (His 100%)
 (Romans 8:31-32)

3. Moses (circa 1300BC) 
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Moses was a main player in the “revealing” of the Abrahamic Covenant to God’s people. Moses met the God of the Covenant in the Dessert, while looking after sheep, something he was NOT trained for as a Prince of Egypt.
God revealed Himself to Moses in a bush that seemed to be burning yet was not being consumed. Here’s the account…10“Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12So He said, “I will certainly be with you.

In order to commemorate this “Liberation from Egypt” God instructed Moses to teach the People of Israel to hold a Pass-Over Meal. This was a NEW type of Meal and a NEW religious and cultural ceremony… it was also done if Faith, because the Israelites had to celebrate their freedom before they had actually left Egypt.

So let’s look at the Passover Meal:

5‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. 8‘Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9‘Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—its head with its legs and its entrails. 10‘You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire. 11‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 12‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord. 13‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord throughout your generations.

1. Lamb  - Young Male Lamb. 

- Without blemishes approved by the Authorities.
- To be killed at twilight.
- Roasted in the flames not boiled.

- Take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and lintel of the house.
- No broken bones.
- Young Male Lamb: 
 “Look! There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
 (John 1:29)
- Without blemishes approved by the Authorities: 
Pontius Pilate declared… “I have examined him thoroughly on this point in your presence and find him innocent.”
 (Luke 23:14)
- To be killed at twilight:
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. 46 At about three o’clock, (twilight) Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthai?”  which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 50 Then Jesus shouted out again, and he gave up his spirit.”
 (Matt 7:45-50)
- Roasted in the flames not boiled: 
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 19By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison.”
 (1 Peter 3:18-19)
- Take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and lintel of the house:
For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”
 (Heb 9:13-15)
- No broken bones.
The Jewish leaders didn’t want the victims hanging there the next day, which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath at that, because it was the Passover), so they asked Pilate to hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus. 33 But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was dead already, so they didn’t break his legs. 34 One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water flowed out. 35 This report is from an eyewitness giving an accurate account; it is presented so that you also can believe. 36 These things happened in fulfillment of the Scriptures that say, “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and “They will look on him whom they pierced.”
 (John 19:31-37)
Refer to McDowell’s Book, “A Ready Defense” page 212-213 for the Probability percentage of Jesus fulfilling the Messianic Prophesies. 

Getting back to Moses and the Passover… In this great Memorial Feast we see a Divine “Preview” of the Sacrifice of Jesus as the TRUE Lamb of the world.

In one act, God both delivered and renewed His promise of eternal deliverance to all mankind. The Jewish Passover Feast is the Passover Feast for all Nations, at Calvary judgment passed over all who would believe in Jesus… the Lamb to come! 

4. David (circa 1040 BC)
Adam  (  Abraham  (  Moses  (  David  (  ………………….. †
Eden BC       2000 BC
1300 BC        1040 BC   
The Davidic Covenant sets the stage for the Royal Bloodline of the King of Kings to be 

enthroned over all Nations… Jesus King of the Jews…! Thus hung His damming charges 

above His head on the Cross… written in THREE languages, so that ALL nations and 

tongues could read His title… “Jesus, King of the Jews”
The Prophet Isaiah prophesies…Isa 9:6-7

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”
And again, Isaiah says: 

“There shall be a root of Jesse; 

 And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 

   In Him the Gentiles shall hope.” 



(Rom 15:12)
Matt 1:1… “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David,
 the Son of Abraham.”
The Covenant God made with the House of David established the genealogy of Jesus and leads us right to Joseph’s family in which Jesus would be birthed, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecies.
5. Joseph (circa 50 BC)

Adam  (  Abraham  (  Moses  (  David  (  Joseph  (     ………….. †
Eden BC
  2000 BC
  1300 BC       1040 BC         50 BC
        
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 2Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6and Jesse begot David the king. 

David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 7Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 8Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 9Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 10Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. 11Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon.

12And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 13Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. 14Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 15Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary.”

Many don’t appreciate the role that Joseph played in the life of Jesus and God’s plan of salvation. In many Christian traditions, Mary completely overshadows Joseph’s role. Both Mary and Joseph were of extreme importance in the birth and life of Jesus, Son of David.

The fact is that Joseph was of the Royal Bloodline of King David. And if the Messiah was to be recognized, He had to be born in the House of David… Joseph’s House…! Equally as important is the fact that Mary was also related to the House of David, as recorded in Luke’s Gospel.
26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.”
  (Luke 1:26)
6. Mary (circa 15 BC)

Adam  (  Abraham  (  Moses  (  David  (  Joseph  (  Mary  (   ….. †
Eden BC
   2000 BC
      1300 BC       1040 BC         50 BC
 20 BC
   
Luke 1:26-38… “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33“And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” 35And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36“Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 
37“For with God nothing will be impossible.”
 38Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! 
Let it be to me according to your word.”
 Mary was NOT married and now under threat of being refused by her Fiancé and left to be stoned to death for her obedience. At best she might have gotten away with being stoned to death and left a single mother as an outcast for the rest of her life… obviously her love for God was greater than her fear of loss and even death… she understood Obedience was the highest form of Worship…!
And Mary said:   

   “My soul magnifies the Lord,

  And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; 

For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.


         For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 

                                                        And holy is His name.



       And His mercy is on those who fear Him 

   From generation to generation.

                          He has shown strength with His arm; 

              He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

                He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 

                                             And exalted the lowly.

                   He has filled the hungry with good things, 

                             And the rich He has sent away empty.

                         He has helped His servant Israel, 

                                  In remembrance of His mercy, 

        As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.”

Conclusion
    Adam   (   Abraham   (   Moses    (    David    (     Joseph    (    Mary  ( †
One-for-all -> Son-for-Son -> Passover Play -> Royal Bloodline -> Davidic Household -> Gave God Flesh
Tetelestai…!
When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 29Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.”

Satan committed suicide when he crucified our Lord…! 












….“No, the wisdom we speak of is the secret wisdom of God, which was hidden in former times, though he made it for our benefit before the world began. 8 But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would never have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say,
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard,

and no mind has imagined

what God has prepared

for those who love him.”

Easter is therefore the combined celebration of the History of God’s Plan of Salvation. Easter is the remembrance and celebration of all the participating Brothers and Sisters since the Garden of Eden until Calvary. Easter is also the remembrance and celebration of all those who have sacrificed to maintain and spread the Gospel to every corner of the world throughout all ages.

Easter is the Universal Celebration of the Universal Church, all God’s redeemed people in Heaven and on Earth…  “The quick and the dead”.

Easter is a time when we sit down and REMEMBER the WHOLE epic saga of God’s extravagant love for those He lost and won back…!

Easter is THE Memorial when we MUST relive in our Holy imaginations the journey God took to find us when we were lost… Do not underestimate what it cost Him… But He didn’t sow in vain… we came home! 
God’s own Blood – Acts 20:28 (NLV)….  “And now beware! Be sure that you feed and shepherd God’s flock—His church, purchased with His blood.”
(NKJV)… “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
Col 1:19-22  …. “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.”
v.26-28….  “the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

2 Cor 5:17-21…. “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
Live from the Heart,

Fr. Tony Palmer †
Community Minister and Founding Community Member
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Sunthēkē / Diathēkē


Is there a difference between a testament and a covenant? The word "testament" does not even appear in English translations of the Old Testament, but it appears thirteen times in the New Testament. The Greek word in quite interesting because it does not even mean "covenant" as we think of it. In fact, researchers have been able to find only one usage outside of the Bible—in classical Greek—in which this word is used in the same way that the English and the Hebrew words are. The Greek word is diathēkē, and it is the equivalent of our English word "testament" or "will"—not "covenant."


A covenant is an agreement between two parties. The emphasis in on the words "agreement" and "parties." However, a diathēkē is a testament or will. As in English, it is a unilateral—a one-sided—declaration of the disposition of property that a person makes in anticipation of his death. Before we die, we usually draw up a declaration of what we want done with our property, and most people do not consult with the people they want to leave their possessions to. It is usually a private matter.


Paul used this singular word—diathēkē—where two different words normally would have been used. The interesting thing is that the Greeks have a word for a covenant, sunthēkē, "a bilateral agreement," but the apostle did not use it.


John W. Ritenbaugh
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