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Introduction:

- God loves us because God is Love.
- (1 John 4:8 “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love”).
- God has chosen to love us because He decided to do so; He loves us because He loves us.
- This remains a mystery to many of us; WHY has God chosen to love us?

- We know we are not worthy of His love.

- We know that many times we fail Him.

- We know that we are not perfect.

- We are aware of our fallen state; we are reminded of it every day… Yet He loves us?

1. We live by Faith

- Trying to understand WHY God loves is futile.

- This will remain a mystery to us all, until the day we will be able to ask Him ourselves, Face to  

  face. 

- We can only believe that He loves us, not understand WHY. 
- (1 John 4:16 “And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love”).
2. His love is free

- Trying to earn His love is a greater sin than thinking we deserve His love. 

- (Rom 4:4 “Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.”)
- We are all spiritually bankrupt, none of us has enough piety to purchase our own salvation, 
   we must come to understand and accept this.

- There is nothing we can do to earn His love.

- There is nothing we have done to earn His love.

- We are hopelessly lost and unsaved, fallen and condemned to Hell for all eternity, this is if we 
   are looking to save ourselves.

- His love is free, but it’s not cheap!

- It cost Him the life of His only Son to purchase our freedom.

- It cost Him the highest price any Parent could be asked to pay – a Child, an ONLY Child.

3. Talk is cheap

- We live in a world where we talk too much and do too little.

- We hear people tell us they love us, but then when we are down and out we find ourselves on 
   our own?

- Love involves kind words, but it must also involve kind works.
- St. Francis of Assisi put it best, in his saying, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and when 
  necessary, used words.”

- God’s message of Love is an active message.

- If we really love, we will do something to help those we say we love.

4. Love is God in action

- How many times did Jesus tell people He loved them?

- The Bible doesn’t record Him ever telling anybody He loved them.

- Yet, He was known as someone who loved without boundaries.

- Do we rely too much on our words to convince people we love them, and too little on our 
  actions?

5. The characteristics of God’s love
Our scripture reference is John 3:16 

  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

- Please note that God’s love is not supposed to CONDEMN but LIBERATE.
- If the Jesus we show to people condemns them, we should look at our preaching.

· In this verse of scripture we come across a very special Greek word, a word that was not used 
· very much in Greek literature, because they couldn’t find any place to use it correctly.
· The word was available, it did exist but did not find it’s place in literature until the ministry of Christ – The word is (Agapaō)  Gr. Strongs #25
· Agapaō is the word used for love, but not human love – Divine Love – God’s Love.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

- God’s love GIVES.

- God’s love gives it’s BEST.

- God’s love is for WHOEVER believes.
- God’s love SAVES us from destruction.

- God’s love gives us EVERLASTING LIFE.

6. God’s love never changed

- Many people struggle with the TWO Gods they find in the Bible.

- One God in the O.T and another different God in the N.T.

- People ask why, did God change.
- This is because many people don’t understand God as a Father, a Father who has to deal with  

  His children in many different types of situations, at different stages of His Children’s lives.
- As a Father of two children, I deal with my Children differently. 

- I deal with them according to the different ages.

- I can not deal with my 10 yr old Son, as I do with my 6 yr old Daughter.

- He’s a Boy 10 years old; she’s a Girl only 6.

- He can play outside in the streets with his friends, she can’t, not yet!

- He must carry the shopping bags for his Mother, my daughter does not.

- He must open the door for his sister; his sister does not have to do it for him.
- Yet my love for them is the same and it is constant, even when we have to discipline.
Genesis 3:8 

“Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”  

  12Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 

 and I ate.” 13And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The 

 woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14So the Lord God said to the serpent: 

“Because you have done this, 

You are cursed more than all cattle, 

And more than every beast of the field; 

On your belly you shall go, 

And you shall eat dust 

All the days of your life.

   15  And I will put enmity 

         Between you and the woman, 

         And between your seed (Pharisees) and her Seed (Messiah by virgin birth - Mary); 
         He (Jesus) shall bruise your (satan) head (authority), 

         And you (satan) shall bruise (not cut off) His (Jesus) heel (crucifixion).”
· “Her Seed” is Jesus, Women don’t carry the seed, but rather the “egg”, this is the Virgin Birth, a birth without a seed from a man!
· Here we clearly see a picture of God’s love.

· This is the “Proto-Evangelium”, the first proclamation of the Messiah in the entire Bible.

· And it was at the fall – God gave us the biggest blessing ever when we were in our worst state.

Ephesians 2:5 “ Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved).”
- God could have dealt out punishment to Adam and Eve for disobeying a direct   

  Commandment, and then dealt with satan afterwards.

- But God saw who was really to blame, He wasn’t blinded by His anger, but rather He 

  was “Slow to Anger”.

- He handed out punishment to satan and deliverance to Adam and Eve.

- But it’s not over yet!
V.20-21 “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.”
- God Himself made a blood sacrifice for Adam and Eve, and then laid the bloody skins on 

   them, teaching them in what manner they are to ask atonement (OT forgiveness), for their 

   sins.

- Adam and Eve than taught Can and Able, this is how their Sons knew how to sacrifice to God.
- It still isn’t over!
V. 22  - God speaking within the Trinity , “And now, lest he (Adam) put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 
· Again, God saved us from living in a fallen state for eternity….  “Eat, and live forever.”
Conclusion:
· God’s love is constant and unconditional.

· He loves us because He loves us, He decided to love regardless of who we are.

· He loved us FIRST.

· 1 John 4:19 “We love Him because He first loved us.”
Ephesians 2:1-10 

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
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