Teaching: The spirit of Faith - Works

Acts 9:4 
4Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him,
 “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”
v.5 
5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

· What do we see here that is out of place?

· Wasn’t Paul persecuting the Church?

· Why then did Jesus say, “Why are you persecuting Me?”
· Because the Church and Christ are ONE, we are His Body.

· What we do to others we do to Christ himself.

· But does this apply only to His Body, i.e. Our treatment of other “Christians”?

· Does this “Rule of treatment” include the “unsaved”?
Matt 25:31-40

31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33“And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
· NB: Christ = Others

· Others = The “Least” in our sight.

· This includes ALL HUMANITY, saved and unsaved.

· So what “kind” of religion is Jesus looking for?

Luke 10:25-37 
25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” 27So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 28And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 29But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31“Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32“Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34“So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35“On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 36“So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 37And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
· NB: Jesus is seeking Samaritans not Religious 
(in the definition of hypocritical or empty faith).
· “Go and DO likewise” … NOT BELIEVE likewise… DO!

· Jesus’ mission was to love the world, this is why His Father sent Him.

· This mission has been Apostolically passed on to us, His Body, all Christians.

· His Mission has become our mission.

· For those seeking a purpose or mission in life… We already have one… To love the World like Jesus did (keeping in mind it is not recorded in any scripture that He told someone He loved them… yet all who came into contact with Him, knew that that He did love them, even to the point of losing His own life.)
· For too long we have believed that Faith alone is Enough.

· This is an extreme that crept in during the Protestant reform.

· It is an extreme to the doctrine that we are “Saved by Works” or “Indulgences”.

· Our Doctrines need to find a Biblical Balance from the extremes of reform.

· We must seek to be Biblical, not Protestant.

· Is it true that we are saved by Faith ALONE?

· Jesus’ brother asked the same question.

James 2:14 
14What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but 


does not have works? Can faith save him? 
v.17
17Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
v.18
 18But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your 

faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
v.19 – 20
19You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons 


believe—and tremble! 20But do you want to know, O foolish man, that 


faith without works is dead? 
v.24
24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 
v.26
26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
· The Biblical conclusion is that Work must accompany Faith in order to prove that the Faith we have, is the “saving kind” of Faith.

· Works are external proof of our internal Faith.

· How can we show our Faith to anyone, without the evidence of Faith.

· If Christianity became “Outlawed” in your Country, would their be enough evidence to convict you? 

· Can we judge another person’s Faith?

· No “judge” them but “recognize” them, yes.

· Jesus told us to look for their Fruit.
Matt 7:15- 27 
“Do men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? 17“Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18“A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
24“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
· On the Day of Judgment, it will be our Fruit that Jesus will look to, to find our Faith.

· Those who have Faith ALONE will not be found Faith-FULL, as Fruit is proof of Faith, and it is Faith that saves us.
· No Fruit… No Faith… No Faith… No Salvation!

· But what are these “Works and Fruit” Jesus is talking about?

· They include both our attitudes and actions.

· Changed attitudes and actions, transformed by an encounter with the risen Christ in the rebirthing regenerating experience. (John 3:3)

· Jesus already told what the Fruits and Works should look like.
Matt 25:31 – 40
 35‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
· These works are the natural product of the Salvation which lives within us.

· These are not “Good Works” trying to “earn” salvation.

· These are “Good Works” as a “result of” our salvation.
Gal 5:22 – 26
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
Eph 5:8
 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 


as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth).
· So the “presence” of Fruit, confirm the “state” of Salvation!

Matt 7:20 
20“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
Phil 2:12 – 16
12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
v.26
26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
· The Roman Catholic Church has officially changed its statement on Salvation. 
· JOINT DECLARATION ON THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION 

THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION
AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Presentation to the Vatican Sala Stampa 
of His Eminence Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy
President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity
25 June 1998 
· http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/documents/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_01081998_pres-cassidy_en.html
· They stated that Salvation is acquired through Faith with accompanying work, which is the evidence of saving faith.

· This is the balance all Christians need to find.

James 2:18 
I will show you my faith by my works.
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