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The Humanity of Christ

Gal 2:20
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
· How real is this reality to us?

· Do we meditate on His presence within during our daily life?

· At the Movies

· Driving in the Traffic

· Speaking to our wives

Col 1:26-27

The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

· In which way is Christ “in us”?

· Was He God?

· Was He human also?

· Which Jesus lives in us?

Phil 2:5-8

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

- He was God who stopped being God and became Human.

- He was also human.
- How can we follow the example of a God?

- So God lived as a human to show us: a) That it can be done

    b) and How it can be done.

· Growth

· Change

· Joy

· Success

· Love

· Human life is frail (Cosmos)
· Full of struggles

· Sadness

· Loss
· Many Temptations

James 1:14-15
But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

· Our fallen desires give occasion for Temptation to come.
· If we are experiencing Temptation, we must meditate on the desire behind it.

· Desire invites temptation.

· Yet temptation in itself is NOT sin.

· Sin is only birthed, when desire has conceived.

· This means desire ACCEPTS the temptation. Like a women accepts a man’s seed and life is born.

· The Egg can and many times does reject the seed, and aborts life.

· We must learn to abort sin, by refusing to accept the seed of temptation.

· Bur just like a girl – If she flirts with a man, she has a great chance of conceiving life, because her desire will give opportunity to temptation, and the seed will find acceptance.

· Law is not the way to deal with Sin – Dealing with our desires is the only way forward – by faith and through Grace.
· Without DESIRE their can be NO Temptation.
Luke 4:1-2

Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.

· Without DESIRE their can be NO Temptation.
· Jesus faced 40 days of human desires.
· Jesus faced satan as a Man.
· Jesus was the 2nd Adam, who did not give in to His human desires.
· We are not alone in our humanity.
· God did everything He has asked us to do.
· God was one of us.
Heb 2:14-18

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 
Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.
· Jesus was fully human.

· He was a Spirit with a Soul in a Body, just like us.

· God became human to help us.

· His suffering as a human made Him into a Merciful and Faithful savior.

· He suffered under temptation, just like us.

· If temptation does not include suffering, then it is not temptation at all.

· Temptation hurts.

· But Jesus is able to AID us in our suffering.

· The first thing we HAVE to accept is that we NOT alone in our temptations, Jesus faced it before us.

Heb 4:14-16

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

· Jesus can sympathize with us, we are NOT ALONE, as satan would like us to feel.

· Jesus was Tempted, i.e. He had the desire for ALL things… Yet without sin – He never said YES.
· He stands in the Throne Room, and we enter into it seeking help, seeking forgiveness, seeking grace… He stands in front of us before the Father and pleads our case to the King of Heaven, and WINS every time.
· Knowing this allows us to walk into the throne room BODLY.
· The only question that remains unanswered is: DO WE WANT HELP?
1 Cor 10: 13
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
· We are not the first person on the earth to face our particular problems.

· God knows how far we can go, without breaking.

· When we have reached our limit, while in the Throne Room, God will find a way out for us.

· But the solution is in the Throne Room – not the Court Room.

Col 1:26-27

The mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
· The fact is Christ lives in Us.

· Yet the same Christ is also present in the Throne Room.

· This means the Throne Room is only a prayer away.
· We are not alone in the challenges and temptations of human life.

· God made sure that we could never tell Him:

- “You don’t know what its like down here”.

· Instead He suffered humanity Himself so He could help u with ours!

Tony Palmer

Community Priest and Founding Member
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