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The Kingdom, Christ-likeness & Immortality
Introduction:

· “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But when the desire comes, it is a tree of life”. (Proverbs 13:12 - NKJV)
· “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when dreams come true, there is life and joy”. (New Living Translation)
· Hope is the food of the human spirit, without hope, our spirits shrivel up and die.
· The word Hope exists 74 times in the O.T and 69 times in the N.T, hope is central to the biblical narrative and central to God’s relationship to mankind.
· “I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope”. 
    (Ps. 16:8-9)
· Hope is vital to abundant life, hope is vital for Peace, joy and rest.
· Hope is our destiny, our hope is what we are all heading towards and waiting for it’s revealing.
· “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” (Rom 8:18) 
· Many believers have lost their hope and those that hang on to it with dear life no-longer have clear understanding what they are hanging on for.
· Hope is either lost or misunderstood.
· Yet we do not hope alone, we are not alone in our suffering awaiting the revealing of our hope… “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God”. (Rom 8:19)
· Creation itself awaits with and for our hope…. “For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.” (Rom 8:22)
· So let us look once again into the Sacred God inspired Text of the Holy Bible and re-read the hope that we are saved to.
· Hope is the reason for Faith, without a hope faith is futile.
· Our reflection will follow three main themes: 1. The Kingdom - The Place
      2. Christ-likeness - The People
      3. Immortality - The Future
1. The Kingdom - The Place
- Like most stories it is best to begin from the beginning…. “In the beginning God 
   created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen 1:1)
- Slide #1: Sistine Chapel “Adam’s creation”

· “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 30“Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so.

31Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” (Gen 1:26-31)
· “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” (Gen 2:7)
· The touch of God, God personally gave us our life from His own breath.
· Slide #2: “The Finger of God”
· Mankind was created to be human and to live a human existence forever… live forever within Gods earthly creation… physical death was not part of the creation plan, it is a consequence of the fall.
· We were to enjoy, rule and care for God’s creation, His planet Earth that He had placed into our care for ever… Adam was Human and immortal.
· The plan was for Mankind to live a fulfilled life in an “un-fallen” state.
· But Man used his free-will and chose to give in to temptation, the temptation to “be like God”… even though he was already created in the likeness of God…?
· The fall of Mankind rocked creation’s foundations, the entire Mankind, all Men and Women for all generations were now doomed to be born as fallen beings who lacked the glory and presence of God.
· Adam’s sin caused all future mankind to be separated from their own Father, and not only was Mankind savagely separated from God’s glory but also Creation itself became victim to the crime of Adam….
· “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly.” 
(Rom 8:19-20)
· Slide #3: “The Fall of Mankind”
· St. Augustine (4th Cent. AD) said: “What is predestined is foreknown, but not all that is foreknown is predestined.”
· God did not plan the fall but He did know it was going to happen and therefore prepared a solution before the foundations of the Earth.

· God has already planned the solution before Gen 1:1… “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 

(Rev 13:8) 
· The solution was JESUS…!
· And God couldn’t wait to tell Adam about His plan… His plan that all was going to be alright and that Daddy had thought it all out before it had all started… The Protoevangelium is the grace of God, the Divine Plan.
· (Gen 3:14) … “So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life.
· (V.15) … And I will put enmity Between you (Satan) and the woman,
And between your seed (Satan) and her (Eve’s) Seed 
He (Jesus) shall bruise your head (authority),

And you (Satan) shall bruise His heel (Earthly walk).”
· This is the first proclamation of God’s plan of salvation… Salvation was offered instead of Condemnation… Grace began in the Garden of Eden not the Garden of Gethsemane…!

· Gen 3:15 is a thundering example of the love that God has for His friend, Mankind… “What is man that You are mindful of him?” 
(Ps. 8:4-9)

· Slide #4: Scripture reading from Psalms
· Play Dante’s Prayer with lyric Handouts.
· Slide #5: “The Fall of Mankind”

· The consequence of Adam’s fall was that now both he and Eve had to live “fallen”.

· But living in this fallen state wasn’t the worst of it, they were doomed to live in this fallen state forever…!    …Remember, there was no death in Eden?

· “Sin opened the door and Death walked in” …. “Therefore, just as through one man (Adam), sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all mankind.”    






 (Rom 5:12)
· So once again God rushed to our salvation with His unconditional and boundless grace… (Gen 3:22-24) … 22Then the Lord God said, …. “And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 24So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.”
· Being expelled from the Garden of Eden was not punishment … it was God protecting us from living forever in a fallen state, therefore restricting our “suffering” to a mortal life which would be cut short through physical death.

· Human Life when disconnected from the “Tree of Life” could not sustain eternal life, as eternal life comes only from God Himself.

· The result of the fall was that Mankind was now in a fallen state and separated from the eternal life of God… Adam went from being an “un-fallen immortal” to a “fallen mortal”.

· A fallen mortal with a future hope given to Him in the Garden that one day all would return to normal… and normal was Human immortality… this was how it was in the beginning… and this is how God promised it would finish, in the restoration of all things…!

In the fullness of time

· God cut the Abrahamic Covenant empowering Him to legally birth His only Son into the earth. (A son for a Son)

· Because of the Covenant with Abraham, Jesus could legally step out of eternity into time… He that was always present now became visible… the Christ of God was manifest to us all and He had a message…!

· Jesus was a Man with a Message..!

· The message was the Kingdom has come…!

4But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”
(Gal 4:4-7)
· Slide #6: “The Baptism of Jesus the Christ”

· God’s timing is always perfect, even if to us He seems to be taking His time, Jesus came at the right time.

· Thanks to the Greeks the world had developed a united language that was rich enough to clearly and accurately communicate the Gospel story.

· Thanks to the Roman Empire the known world was now connected by efficient and safe roads.

· Not only did Rome build a road system that reached all the known world but they were an ever present force on these roadways rendering passage to be relatively safe.

· These gifts of a common language and a safe and far-reaching road system presented God with a window of opportunity to present His Son to the world in order to fulfill His promise made to His son, Adam in the Garden which He confirmed to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, most of the Prophets and many Kings, even those of unbelieving nation such as King Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon…!
· Jesus stepped into time by entering into human flesh, the invisible immortal humbled Himself and put on visible mortality… Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”    (Phil 2:5-8)
· In Jesus, God became as one of us… a mortal man, rendered mortal not by sin but by choice…!

· Jesus’ message was load and clear…  “Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

(Mark 1:14-15)  
· But what was His message about, what did the “Kingdom of God look like?
· Jesus presented God’s Kingdom as a NEW REALITY and that this new reality was here to stay…. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me to: 1)  Preach the gospel to the poor; 
           2)  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

   3)  To proclaim liberty to the captives 

  4)  And recovery of sight to the blind, 

  5)  To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

   6)  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”                 (Luke 4:18-19)
· Things were about to change, God was about to publicly judge and break the power of Satan over God’s creation in preparation for the final judgment at the end of the age.
· But before the “end of the age” could come, God had to get His message out and give His own prodigal children the chance to come home.
· It was a voluntary fall and so it must be a voluntary return… the greatest gift God ever gave Mankind was our free-will… we love Him because we choose to, anything other than this it would not be love at all…!?
· Jesus could be found daily teaching publicly about His Father’s Kingdom, He never kept it a secret.
A New Kingdom described
· Slide #7: “Sermon on the Mount”
· First and foremost it needs to be understood that the Kingdom must be sought after, it does not come upon us automatically, it is something we need to seek after….“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” 




(Matt 6:33)
· The idea is that we do the “Kingdom seeking” and God does the “life supplying”.
· When we start chasing life, we loose sight of the Kingdom…!
· The Kingdom has already arrived… it is here and now…! “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” 



(Mark 1:15) 
· We have been given the ability to know and understand what the Kingdom is… “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God.”
(Mark 4:10)
· To enter into the Kingdom of God we need to lay aside our “grown-up cynicism” and become like little children… “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” 
(Mark 10:15)
· The Kingdom of God is a present reality, an invisible realm that is superimposed upon this fallen world from the very real but invisible dimension of heaven.

· The Kingdom of God is the rule of God within Human life.

· The Kingdom of God is wherever God is in dominion.

· The Kingdom of God is a state of being, a quality of life, a way of life, a heavenly system imposed upon fallen flesh.

· “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21“nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
(Luke 17:21)
· The Kingdom of God is a land of inverted principles and paradoxes.

· We die to live… The more we give away the more we get back… When we seek the humble places we get exalted to honor… In slavery we find freedom… We love our enemies… God’s Kingdom seems to be upside-down… or is it rather the right-side-up?
· “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 





(Rom 14:17)
· The Kingdom is without end and will be given to us … “‘But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.






 (Dan 7:18) 
· The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.” 
     (Rev 10:4-7)
- Slide #8: “The Lord’s Prayer” 
2. Christ-likeness - The People
Introduction: 
· A different place with different people…!

· A different Kingdom with different Citizens!

· Just as the Kingdom of God is a “different” system superimposed on this current system, so are we to be “different” people in this current world.

· This immediately brings us to resistance, as we are all in a river flowing down-stream towards the cliff’s edge while our King expects us to swim up-stream against the current.

· Gladly, we don’t swim in our own strength anymore and we are not swimming alone.

· Luke wrote “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 










(Acts 14:22)

Reject Conformity

· Slide #9: “The Sermon on the Mount”
· The call to Christianity must never loose sight of the basic precept of repentance… “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 





(Mark 1:14-15)  
· To repent does not mean to apologize, it means to STOP whatever we were doing wrong and to TURN AROUND 180° endeavoring not to repeat the error.

· And whatever is out of God’s will is to be considered as wrong.

· Not only “bad things” are to be considered wrong.

· This means that something “not wrong” might be wrong if God has desired us not to do it. (Example of a personal vow – Samson’s Hair, My drinking alcohol etc)
· The call to Christianity is the call to live as Christ did, and in many instances this dictates that we should rebel against our very own culture and earthly ethos.
· The call to Christianity is a call to invert life’s principals and to submit to being a student and learn to live all over again.

· Slide #10: Scripture Reading 

· We are not to follow the “life fashions” of this age… “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
(Rom 12:1-2)
· For a Christian, being conformed to the world means “going with the flow” and living as a fallen person even though we are saved.
· Once we are saved, we are no-longer considered as “fallen” what we were before we are not anymore.
· Christ changed everything, when He hung on the Cross, we were hanging there with Him, as the scripture declares … “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.” 





(2 Cor 5:14-15)
· “Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations.” 
(Col 2:20)
· We need to die before we can live anew.

· In God’s Kingdom we are confronted with yet another paradox and that is we need to die in order to live… our death is our birth…!
· In the Gospels, St. Augustine finds the clearest example of a human being – Jesus of Nazareth – whose humanity is pleasing to God. It is pleasing , claims Augustine, not because Jesus overcame the temptations of the flesh and thereby earned God’s favor , but because at heart He was never other than the person God intended Him to be.

· When we set our hearts to seek God, we end up finding ourselves!
· Without being “cultish” or anti-social we need to meekly and forcefully reject the system of the fallen world that lusts to exert its influence upon us.

· Our rebellion is a holy one and our weapons are not carnal but are mighty for the pulling down of every stronghold that exalts itself against the Dominion of God in our lives.

· Our lives are the battlefields of raging Kingdoms, and whichever one we feed the most will overthrow and triumph the weaker one.
· The most effective way to resist this invasion is to “Submit to God” and let Him fight through us…! For the battle is not ours but the Lords…!
Embrace Transformation

· James writes: “Submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 
(James 4:7)
· The best way to “Resist the devil” is simply by submitting to God.

· But our submission is not a passive response… we need to violently submit to God in times of deep temptation.

· Submitting to God is an active decision to accept responsibility for our transformation, not that we are transformed by our own strength but that we will “partner” with God and co-operate with the Holy Spirit, who brings forth our transformation.

· Slide #11: Scripture Reading

· By this I mean that we will set disciplined time aside to study and prayer which are fundamental for transformation.

· Transformation begins with the decision to submit to God, it then is followed by the discipline of regular Devotional Times, this means prioritizing life’s activities.

· It might mean less sleep, it might mean less TV, it might mean less time at work, whatever we have to cut-back on in order to spend time with God, He will replace the lost time in some miraculous way.

· Without the renewing of the mind, no transformation can take place, and we will never prove God’s perfect will for our lives.

· In other words… “If we do not change the way we think, we will never fulfill our destiny”.  
· Only the Word of God has the power to change the way we think… “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”



 (Eph4:23)
· Transformation takes places deep under the skin, transformation is the profound absorption of God’s way of thinking at the deepest level of our human psyche.

· The Word of God needs to penetrate our DNA (Spirit, Soul and Body) in order to restore our automatic responses back to what they were before the “world system” corrupted our perfection.

· We were born beautiful, it was the fallen world systems that made us ugly..!

· We need to “reboot” and “restore” our hard drive…! 

· Slide #12: Scripture Reading

· Transformation has been reached when in a particular given area we can honestly say… “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21“I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” 










(Gal 2:20-22) 
· Please note the last sentence… “If righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” 
· This is a warning that “emotional programs for happiness” (things we do to cover up our lack of transformation) and self-imposed laws will not lead us to Transformation… in fact it is easy to see where we lack transformation in our lives..

· All the areas or habits that are controlled by the “law of must” are the areas which still need transformation.

· When transformation has been accomplished then laws cease to serve us!
Reflective Exercise: Three Lists a) Emotional programs for happiness.

      
           b) Areas where we have little laws.

           c) Areas of biggest transformation
Characters of New Citizens

· Our characters must be conformed to that of Christ Himself, Jesus is to be the image reflected back at us as we gaze into the mirror.
· We are not to be satisfied with mediocrity in living a diluted “social gospel”.

· Christianity is a radical way of living, it lives life full throttle understanding that we are here for a reason and on a mission.

· Our lives are permeated with purpose.

· Our purpose ignited our very creation.

· We are the expressed image of God’s desire to accomplish something on His little blue planet.

· Slide #13: Scripture with music “I can only imagine” The Worship project
· “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 





(2 Cor 3:17-18)
· 9For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.”  






 (Rom 8:29)
· The mystical fact is that our future is our past.
· We are already perfect in the eyes of God.
· We already bare the complete image of Christ.
· The great exchange took care of that…. “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
(2 Cor 5:21)
· The Rock group “Green Day” sing about us “becoming who we are”…!
· Christ-likeness is our destination… Amen…!
3. Immortality - The Future
· Slide #16: “The resurrection of Jesus”
Introduction:

· The Bodily resurrection of Jesus proved various important points that should not be too quickly glanced over:

·  Jesus died an innocent Man free from any sin in his own life. If He Himself had sin within His life for which He would have to die for, then He would have had to remain in Hell, as Hell would have had a debt to collect from Him. But as He put it Himself …“I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.”   
(John 14:30)



 Jesus lived “Debt-free”. Hell couldn’t hold our Lord because He had no
      debts of His own to pay..!

· His resurrection is proof that our debts have been paid off in full, and that there is no outstanding account due by ourselves, therefore Satan “has nothing in us” either now. His resurrection is proof that His Blood totally satisfied that which the Law demanded from us… our lives, as the Law dictates that “without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.” 

(Heb 9:22)
· Thirdly and more pertinent to our study, the bodily resurrection of Jesus points to our future bodily resurrection. His physical bodily resurrection is the living proof that as He was raised from the dead so will we be… Bodily..! As He is so will we be… alive in a resurrected human body… Jesus put off mortality when He allowed His body to die, and in His resurrection He took up His immortality in His resurrected body, which He also took to heaven and will return bodily to the Earth in His second coming.
· Quote “Lawrence” p.77 & 78
A New Body for a New World

· Quote Paul Marshall. (ISBN: 0-8499-1471-X page 235, “Heaven is not my Home”)
· David Lawrence writes in his book, “Heaven is not the end of the World”

· He says, “If our eternal destination was Heaven then a new body would be unnecessary. The promise of a new Earth, however, makes sense of the promise of bodily resurrection since our new physical bodies will need a new Earth to live on. Strange how many Christians claim to believe in physical resurrection whilst still entertaining notions of a “spiritual” heaven being their eternal home.” (ISBN 0 86201 950 8 - p.75)

· Again he says, “Contrary to popular expectation, Jesus is coming back to the Earth to renew creation not to destroy it.” (p.33)

· “Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev 21:5)
· God is a God of RESTORATION not of recreation, the Divine plan is to restore mankind back to the original plan in Paradise.
· The original plan was for Mankind to live a human life on Earth without death, i.e. God’s original plan was for us to be immortal humans thriving on a beautiful planet floating in a beautiful Cosmos… This plan remains unchanged…!

Slides #17-27: Hubble Photos & Laminin 
Christ Is Supreme
· 15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before God made anything at all and is supreme over all creation. 16 Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and for him. 17 He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together.” 



(Colossians 1:15-17 – The Living Translation)
The Christian Hope

· Our hope is cemented in History, the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth solidifies our vision of the future.
· Dr. Simon Greenleaf, the Dane Professor of Law at the Harvard University wrote a Treatise on how evidence should be handled in the Courts of Law. He applied these principles to the historical evidence of the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth to ascertain the truth. His findings were, “That according to the laws of legal evidence used in the Courts of Law, there is more evidence for the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ than for just about any other event in history.”(ISBN 0-8407-4419-6 p.217)
· Quote “Lawrence” p.75

· The “Christian Hope” is a Bodily resurrection at the 2nd coming of Christ, a brief time in heaven with God, until all things are restored to their original glory and then we all together with God will descend to Earth, to live forever.

· The bodily resurrection: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 





(1 Cor. 15:51-54)
· Slide #28: Scripture “Corruptible putting on incorruptible”. 

· Uncorrupted immortality means immortal un-fallen humanity…!

· Heaven’s “Now Presence” – Quote Lawrence p.53

· Spirit/Soul AND Body – Quote Lawrence p.61

· Quote Lawrence p.71

· Heaven descending: 12“He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.” 








(Rev 3:12)
· The New Jerusalem descends: (Kainos #2537= Fresh and Neos #3501 = New) 
“Now I saw a new (kainos/fresh) heaven and a new (kainos/fresh) earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new (refreshed – Kainos).
” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 6And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
8“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”    










(Rev 21:1-7)
· Quote Lawrence p.93

· All will experience the resurrection of the body, both Saved and Un-saved

· All mankind has a choice, a second life or a second death…!

· “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.” 
(Rev 21:8-10)
· World Peace and One tongue: Quote Lawrence p.97 & 98

· Peaceful Animal Kingdom: Quote Lawrence p.102 & 103

Conclusion: Slide #29: “Handing over of the Keys”
· “I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 15“I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” 
(Acts 24:13-15)
· All Mankind, all people that ever lived from Adam to the return of Christ will be resurrected… all people, Righteous and Unrighteous will face being resurrected…!

· “I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers. 7To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews. 8Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?”
(Acts 26:6-8)
· “Not only that, but we also who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24For we were saved in this hope.”
 (Rom 8:23-25)
· God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise (we who believe in Christ), the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
(Heb 16:17-20)
· Conclude with quotation from G.C Berkouwer (p. 127 Lawrence)

         To God be all the glory in all ages… world without end, Amen†
Compiled by: Fr. Tony Palmer †
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