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29th of June, 2005

Message: Unity & Diversity
Introductioin: John 17:20-30  - A dying man’s prayer.

20“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me”.
1. Unity must be possible, Jesus prayed for it.

· Unity is not a human dream, man-made! It’s God’s desire.

· Unity deserves our concentrated attention – Our time, money, energy and prayers etc.

· Jesus would never have prayed for something impossible.

· Jesus would never have asked the Father for something He couldn’t have, if it was not possible, He would have told us.

2. How united must this “Unity” be?

· Jesus uses the unity that exists between the Trinity as our example and goal to reach for.

21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
· We are called by God to be as ONE as the Trinity!

· This is far closer than just “getting along” with our Brothers and Sisters in the Lord.

· Our relationships within the Church, Christ’s BODY on the Earth, is to mirror the “invisible” relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

 22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

3. Unity is God’s method of Evangelism.

· Our Unity declares and demonstrates the Triune God to the physical world.

21“that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
· Unfortunately, we have taught for too long that “signs and wonders”, miracles are for the unbelievers, God’s method of evangelising them.

· While this does contain the power to make the unbelieving person to reconsider his “disbelief”, the real way God desires to win the world to Himself is through His Body being ONE and showing forth His glory.

· God gave Hiss glory to Jesus, and Jesus gave it to us, and we are to give it to the World, but many of us, keep God’s glory for ourselves, and even lock it up in our Churches.

22“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
4. God’s Glory, is our “glue”

· God gave us His glory (His presence / His anointing) to assist our unity, so He can reveal Himself to the World, so that they may believe in Him that is invisible, yet made visible through His Body on Earth, the Church. 

· True Christian unity must be based on the common presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

· Doctrine is important, and I believe that we should apply ourselves to correct doctrine, but doctrine must not be elevated above the presence of the Holy Spirit.

· If we put doctrine in the first place above the common presence of the Holy Spirit, then we become guilty of the sin of the Pharisees, in that they obeyed the letter of the Law, and not the Spirit of it.

· The Holy Spirit pulled us into His Body even before we knew what doctrine was, He brought us into perfect UNITY with God Himself, while we were DEAD in our SINS, never mind bad doctrine.

4But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Eph 2:4-7)
· This common presence of the Holy Spirit in ALL Christians, was the basis for even the Catholic Church to announce, during the II Vatican of 1966, that, “There is salvation outside the Catholic church.”
· We are ALL ONE in Christ, the scriptures declare  this! (Galatians 3:27-28)

27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
· Do we divorce “disagreeing” couples and then re-marry them when they have agreed on all their differences?

· Obviously not, they stay married (United) while they discuss their differences …… So why do we divorce ourselves from those who don’t agree with our “minor doctrines”, even though they have the same Holy Spirit dwelling in them as we do?

· However, we take care not to comprise the fundamentals of our Faith in order to find unity, in this I mean, we are united in Christ – NO OTHER.

· The early Church, our “founders” of our Faith, put together creeds to teach and to show, to all who believed, what they were to hold to as the Foundation of our Faith.

· Two of the earliest and best known creeds, are the Apostles’ and Nicene (325AD) Creeds.

                  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen. 

                 The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
Begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.

And I believe in one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

· The early Church based there Common Faith on the doctrines contained in these Creeds; anyone believing these creeds in totality, and confessed Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, was considered a Brother or Sister.

· The early Church was well known for their solidarity, their unity; they were not divided like we are today, they had greater things to worry about, like persecution and evangelism!

· As the modern Church looks to the future to consider, what is our way forward, many Christian leaders believe our way forward is found in our, “already past”. 

· In other words, we need to return to the simplicity of our Faith, Unite His Body and evangelise the Earth.

· God even gave us  the “fruit of the Spirit” to equip us for this kind of work. Unity will require us using ALL of the Fruit of the Spirit. 

Galatians 5: 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
5. God’s Unity demands God’s Love

· As Christians, we often forget that, “God so loved the world”, He gave us Jesus!

 16“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.







(John 3:16)

· As Christians, many of us are so busy hating the “world”, that we forget to love the people in it!

· We are called to love the Saved and Unsaved in the World.

· In fact, we are also called to love our ENEMIES!

Matt 5: 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45“that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Luke 6: 35“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

· Guaranteed many of you have already had a teaching on LOVE in the Bible, and many of you know that the Love that comes from God is a very specific Love, in that, God’s love has NO CONDITIONS… for His love, God used the Greek Word Agapaō.

· This is the same word used in John 3:16, Matt 5:44 and Luke 6:35:

16“For God so (Agapaō) loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.

44“But I say to you, (Agapaō)  love your enemies.,

Luke 6: 35“But (Agapaō)  love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return.

· Look it up yourselves in thee Strong’s Concordance, Greek Dictionary Ref #25.

· Let’s not forget, that God’s method of getting us to repent is in Him showing us His goodness!

Romans 2: 4Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

6. Unity is one of the signs of maturity.

· The scriptures speak for themselves! (John 17)

23“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one.
· Again we need to look into our Strong’s Hebrew & Greek Dictionary too find the closer meaning of this work PERFECT.

· Strong’s Ref # 5048:  tĕlĕiŏō - The word was translated into “Perfect” but more correctly means “complete, finished, fulfilled.

· tĕlĕiŏō derives it root meaning from Strong’s ref # 5046:  tĕlĕiŏs – which means “complete in growth and character, full of age and perfect”

· This is the same word used in Phil 3:15 and 1 Corinthians 2:6 where the translators translated the same Greek word ….. yet used another English word; MATURE.

Phil 3: 13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 

1 Cor 2: 6However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.
· So an amplified reading of John 17:23 would be: 

23“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made (complete, finished, fulfilled, complete in growth and character, full of age and perfect) mature in one.

7. Unity is not cloning

· Many businesses and organizations around the world are beginning to recognize and “celebrate” diversity.

· This can be seen by the arrival of Personality and Temperament Indicator Tests, such as the MBTI (Myers Brigs Type Indicator), this being one of many profile indicators available.

· The MBTI allows us to recognize an individual’s temperament and personality profile, allowing us to place the individual into the correct setting at work or in a team.

· Modern businesses are using this to the fullest extent in the way that they put various Personality and Temperament types together, that actually complement each other, and in so doing, they create a well balanced Management team, that can see the same problem from “various” different sides, giving the full scope of the problem a balanced and COMPLETE attention.

·  Finding unity does not mean that we all have to become like YOU! 

· We need to recognize that God made us all different for a specific purpose.

· Not only do we need to recognize our diversity, we need to also CELEBRATE it!

· We need to thank God we are not all the same. Yet put us all together, and we will strengthen each other’s weaknesses.

· My strengths were created for your weaknesses, your strengths are my salvation from my own weaknesses.

· The best marriages on Earth, are NOT those who don’t argue; but those who are united in the fact that they recognize and respect each partner’s strengths and weaknesses. 

· Our purpose is hidden in our diversity, and revealed through our unity! … We are different for a reason!

Conclusion:

· The best way to see this diversity is to look at the example Jesus used to describe the Church.…….A BODY.

· A body is a unity of different parts.

· Go ahead and compare your toe nail to your brain… find much in common? Yet they are part of the same body, lose either one of them, and you will feel the difference..!

· The human body is “A unified diversity”.
· The Christian charisms are very different, yet all proceed from the same Trinity.

· The Contemplative and the Charismatic Traditions seem at a glance to be complete opposites.

· Contemplation places us into lengthy times of meditative silence, often involving solitude, in comparison the Charismatic life places us in the flow of the Power of the Holy Spirit and His gifts of prophesy, healings signs and wonders, taking place among many people often in very loud worshiping meetings.

· Often we choose “one or the other”, according to our “personality”.

· Yet if one is honest, BOTH feed each other. Contemplation has a very special way of getting into the deepest places of our “hidden-inner” world. This lifestyle of contemplation produces in us a godly character, which is vital to live and sustain a Charismatic ministering of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

· The Trinity itself consists of THREE, yet united in diversity.

· Being different is acceptable, being separated from the Body Is not!

· Diversity should not divide us….. It defines us!

We wish to close this teaching by reading Psalms 139:13-18

13
For You formed my inward parts; 

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

14
I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well.

15
My frame was not hidden from You, 

When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

16
Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. 

And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, 

When as yet there were none of them.

17
How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! 

How great is the sum of them!

18
If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

When I awake, I am still with You

+ Amen
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