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                   23rd of March, 2010

Your Grace

RE: Ecumenical Report – April 2009 to March 2010

Herewith is our annual report on our ecumenical activities over the last 12 months and an update on how our relationships with the various Christian communions is developing. This is not an exhaustive list, but we have picked out the ‘high points’ only.

Listed by event / activity:
May 2009:      25th Anniversary of the founding of the RCC Community of Jesus. This event 

was held in Bari, Italy – the home town of Matteo Calisi, the Founder of this Catholic Charismatic Community. This celebration coincided with the annual RCC Kairos Conference, which included the Eastern Orthodox, Greek Catholic, Messianic Hebrews, non-Denominational and Anglican / Episcopal Churches. We served not only as speakers, but also as translators for our Brothers & Sisters who could not speak Italian. Both Bp. Gerard O’Flaherty and myself participated in this conference and were also asked to sit in as participating guests of the RCC Community annual Council meeting. This invitation is fruit once again of the trust built up between our Church Communions and respective ministries.

May 2009:      ‘EuroChurch’ is a missional network of European reformed Churches of all 

denominations, who meet every year for an annual conference to discuss this issues pertinent to the evangelization of Europe. They have been in existence for over 20 years now and are a coming together of ‘Practitioners’ and ‘Academics’. I was asked to join to the Executive Committee with the purpose of introducing the RCC into EuroChurch, as we had no RCC participation and yet need to present a united front to the mission of winning Europe for Christ. With this RCC/Protestant cooperation in mind, I suggested we hold the 2009 EuroChurch Conference in Rome, close to the summer residence of the Pope, Castel Gandolfo, this was accepted and the conference turned out to have 40% of the delegates from the RCC for the very first time. Our Catholic Brothers & Sisters came from various different continents, not only Europe, and they agreed to a partnership of a common witness for Christ in Europe. It was a success. We were also able to bring together both the Evangelical and Catholic Church Leaders at this conference, which we hope will positively influence the Christian witness in Italy.

June 2009:
‘Transform’ is a group of Churches in the SW of England that includes a wide range of denominations from within the reformed / protestant and Anglican C of E churches. We have been privileged to have been embraced into this Church group. As witness to our relationship – at the last meeting we were asked to lead the meeting and teach the various Church Leaders on ‘Convergent Spirituality’. Transform seeks to transform our local cities with the gospel and thus is missional in nature. We now have a formal partnership between our Church groups.

Sept 2009:
‘Christians Together’ is an ecumenical ministry founded by ourselves and the RCC as a ministry of reconciliation within various Nations, north and South hemispheres. In September last year we held our first UK ‘Christians Together’ meeting with all the Bath and Bristol Church leaders to present to them the challenge of ministering together as Protestants and Catholics with a joint witness for Christ. Since this first ‘ground-breaking’ meeting, we have had another (March 2010) and are planning yet another for May 2010, this time expanding our reach to London and Birmingham UK. These meetings have proven very successful and have enjoyed good numbers.

Dec 2009:
‘Messianic Hebrew’ movement is picking up much momentum, as I’m sure you already know. With this in mind we offered our services of Translation and the Ministry of the Word at the recent Messianic Hebrew and Roman Catholic dialogue. Our relationships with our Brothers & Sisters within the Messianic Hebrew movement, those of the GateWay Church are good. We share not only a common Christian witness, but also have various connections leading back to South Africa, my country of formation for 30 years. Our main contact for our Messianic relationship is in Fort Worth, Texas, USA.

March 2010:
‘Regent University’, Virginia Beach, USA invited Matteo Calisi and me to attend and speak at two conferences running simultaneously: The Charismatic Leaders Fellowship and Regent School of Divinity. We were hosted by Dr. Vinson Synan and Fr. Francis MacNutt. Scott Kelso was the facilitator of the main conference, held at Founder’s Inn – Regent. The content of our presentations were the growth of the RCC Charismatic movement, internationally and official support of the Holy See. Our reports and testimonies were so well received that we were asked to return 2011 and 2012. We suggested bringing a Catholic Delegation of Charismatic Catholic Leaders to the Jan 2011 conference to further encourage the US Charismatic renewal and various movements – we are also working on having the Pope’s Preacher, Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa be one of our main speakers. Once again, the ecumenical ministry our Communion offers to the body has opened the doors for healing and Christian cooperation, we give thanks to God.



Regent university have also agreed to answer our call to assist in the training of the next generation of Catholic Charismatic Leaders, and we are working on an agreement that will make provision for two Regent Professors to be sent to Italy, accompanied by some of their Regent Students to begin the first phase of off-site training.

March 2010:
‘Press Conference’ – Italian TV (Rai 3). We conclude with a short note on the most recent ecumenical event which took place in Italy last week (18th March). The Italian Press and Local Political Leaders asked us to attend a public Press conference in the Theatre of Bari. We were asked to give our Testimonies and Stories of how and what we do together as various Christian traditions working in cooperation. We were a delegation consisting of Anglican and Episcopal, Greek Catholics, Orthodox and Roman Catholics all standing together publically with our common witness of Christ. It was a brilliant event and made our unity very public. The Press Conference was aired on Italian TV both morning and evening TV slots. This has now opened up some new avenues for us to work with the Italian local government.


We received many good testimonies from both Believers and non-Believers, in fact the most amazing thing is that the local Politicians who asked for the Press Conference are Communists and public atheists – yet after the event, they asked if they could join us for lunch and ended up even praying with us all – only God truly knows what He’s doing through all our witnesses – the mystery continues.

I will end here. Much more could be written as God has blessed and continues to bless His “Ministry of Reconciliation” we call “ecumenism”. In short we; the CEEC are a communion of ‘ministers of reconciliation’, we are many who are involved in a myriad of ways encouraging unity within the body, all over the world. We ask for your prayers in the small part my Community (The Ark Community) and me play in this blessed ministry to the Body.

Fellow Servant with you all,

+ tony PALMER
______________
The Rt. Rev.

Ecumenical Affairs of the CEEC 
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