                              The Ark Community  [image: image1.jpg]



✝ Peace and Good in Christ.

_______________________________________________________________

The Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5,6 &7)

Capri Retreat: 12th of November, 2009

Introduction: It all begins with hope. A hope given to us from a Father who so desires us, that He was willing to sacrifice His only Son to redeem us back from Satan. It all begins with hope, a confident and confirmed hope, secured by the promise of God sealed in His own blood. It all begins with hope, an eternal hope… the future has already begun..!

To fully understand Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, we need to set it in it’s chronological context, by this I mean, how and where His Sermon fits in to the timeline of human history. Therefore we need to depart our journey into the Sermon, understanding that God is a God of restitution not replacement. Love restores, it seldom needs to replace, ‘our gifts and callings are without repentance’. And this is God’s approach to Creation and Humanity, our hope is ‘restoration’; our future can be seen by looking back at our past. Our future can be seen by turning to God’s first creation, His intended hope for humanity and the hope of our beautiful blue planet.

Before we look back to the beginning, let’s be reminded by our Fathers and Mothers, our Sisters and Brothers, who put down to paper our Catholic Hope of the Christian faith, the hope we are called to:

The Nicene Creed [325AD]
We believe in one God, the Father, the  Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen+

In the Beginning: “In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth… and it was good. He the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib He had taken out of the man, and He brought her to the man. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work and God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.”



















     



    


   
      [Gen 1-2 adapted]

Creation was created ‘good’. Creation was created un-fallen. Creation did not include the concept of death and decay… Eden, God’s creation was an eternal un-fallen expression of the beauty of heaven on Earth, and the pinnacle of His creative acts was the creation of Mankind, as an un-fallen (incorruptible) and eternal (immortal) being, reflecting the image and nature of its creator, Elohim (אלהים [plural noun] = God of the created universe) – The “I am”. Creation was a self-perpetuating, self replenishing ecosystem, a system that had within it eternal life, each seed had within it, life to reproduce without end, both fauna & flora and Mankind. God then told us that disobedience would open the door to death, putting an end to the cycle of perpetual life in the cosmos… we were warned..!

The Fall: Through Mankind’s disobedience, man invited death into creation, death had entered the cosmos for the very first time. The systems of self-perpetuating life came crashing down. Eternal life had now become terminal (mortal) and our incorruptible creation was now corrupted by the stain of sin and the sting of death. The world as we knew it went from being a incorruptible system of immortality to a fallen world offering only mortality in a fallen corrupted state. It is important however to note the sequence of events: Corruptibility gave birth to mortality. Our fallen-ness caused our loss of immortality, and just as our fallen-ness gave raise to our mortality, our redemption and rebirth to righteousness purchases back our immortality. Let’s look at scripture for a moment:

[Gen 3:22-24] 
“Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.”
Mankind’s disobedience caused our incorruptible nature to become corrupted and therefore no-longer reflected the true nature of God… we fell from grace, we lost (ὑστερέω - hystereō), the image of God [Rom 3:23], we lost what we had..! Part of God’s image was God’s life [ζωή - zōē], eternal life… immortality. Mortality is the effect of human fallen-ness. We are mortal because we are corrupted. In the garden of Eden our eternal life was replenished and maintained by the ability to eat from the “Tree of Life”. Access to this tree gave us the ability to live forever. But now Mankind was fallen, fallen but not yet mortal..! As of yet, we were fallen yet still immortal, immortal because we had access to the Tree of Life. Imagine having to live eternally fallen? So God in His kindness, not as punishment, sent us out from the Garden so, “lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— (in a fallen state), therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden.”

It was the love of God that banished us from the Garden, prohibiting us from eating the fruit of Eternal Life. Here we see how the fall of Mankind was actually two events, a ‘cause’ and an ‘effect’. The loss of the image of God (cause) and the loss of the life of God (effect).
We must allow ourselves to be convinced that God’s intention for His creation was an eternal self-perpetuating cosmos of eternal life, in complete harmony with Himself as its Sovereign Creator. It is interesting to note that even though God is a complete being, lacking nothing, He desired to create Mankind for His own pleasure (Eph 5:1), and was seen in the Garden with Adam in the “cool of the day” (Gen 3:8). His desire has not waned. 

This is our past. A history of our fall from immortal un-fallen-ness, in a world of peace and prosperity, a world without death, pain, tears, loss and lack; a place where the Lion could lie with the Lamb; a world of justice and truth; a world of love, a world that God Himself desired for us… our world. But God did not leave us there. He gave us a promise.

The Promise: We must approach the scriptures in a humble, open hearted manner, looking for love, if not, we’ll render ourselves disabled to see the truth. The eye is the lamp of the body, and if the eye is good, then the whole body can be filled with light. So when approaching the sacred texts, always remember to read them through the eyes of love. 

[Gen 3:15]
 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
(Interpreted)   

“And I (God) will put enmity (division) between you (Satan) and the

 woman, and between your seed (mankind) and her Seed (Christ, virgin birth); He (Jesus) shall bruise your head (authority), and you (Satan) shall bruise His heel (Crucifiction).”
Instead of God walking into the Garden in judgment and revenge, He enters the Garden as a righteous Judge with a ‘mercy that seasons justice’. In the place of punishment, we (mankind) received the promise that all will be put right, via the Seed of Eve (Jesus), and although we are now fallen, He saves us from having to live fallen eternally by cutting off access to the Tree of Life, and promises us that we will be redeemed (bought back) by His saviour Christ, who will crush Satan’s authority over our lives. The effect of this redemptive act of the cross will cause immortality to be given back to us, at the end of the age, when death is put under God’s feet. We are promised that death will loose its sting, although we do have to wait until that day comes, for the fullness of time, until the fullness of the Gentiles come in. 

[Rom 11:25] 

“For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

[Isa 65:17-25]

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create;

For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing,

And her people a joy.

I will rejoice in Jerusalem,

And joy in My people;

The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her,

Nor the voice of crying.

“ No more shall an infant from there live but a few days,

Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days;

For the child shall die one hundred years old,

But the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them;
They shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

They shall not build and another inhabit;

They shall not plant and another eat;

For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people,

And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

They shall not labor in vain,

Nor bring forth children for trouble;

For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD,

And their offspring with them.

“ It shall come to pass

That before they call, I will answer;

And while they are still speaking, I will hear.

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,

The lion shall eat straw like the ox,

And dust shall be the serpent’s food.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,”

Says the LORD.
The Hope: The future has begun… Salvation has come to Mankind in Christ Jesus, the Carpenter from Nazareth. Mary, a virgin gave birth to God’s Seed, Jesus, as planned and promised 4000 years before His birth. He had no control over His own birth, yet it precisely fulfilled the protoevangelium in Genesis 3:15. 

 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
The hope is that God was going to fix things. God promised that Mankind and Creation would one day be redeemed in full. The process of redemption was however a process involving time and human history. God had to first establish a covenant with Mankind, so that He could legally enter human history and send His second Adam, His Agent of Human Redemption [Rom 5:12-21]. This covenant was made with our father Abraham [Gen 15]. Abraham was willing to sacrifice his only son for God, therefore God was able to sacrifice His Only Son for Man. Most Theologians agree that these two offerings were done on the same Mount. The promise of a coming Redeemer and a Promised Land was the Hope of Israel, it was this hope that carried them through some of the most difficult history known to mankind. Without hope, the heart becomes sick [Prov 13:12].

We Gentile Christians, are now co-heirs with Israel in this promise. We now share their hope… we are partakers of the commonwealth of Israel.

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”














    [Gal 3:26-29]

The promise of our redemption and a promised land is now ours to hold onto in difficult times. We have a hope and a future. Many of us have already experienced our human redemption through the experience of the ‘new birth’, the conversion to faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour, an experience that has changed our lives from the inside-out. Yet this personal conversion is but the first stage of things to come! The first fruits. You see our conversion is not over yet..! My Friend, my Brother, my Sister… we are changing every day until our final transformation takes place at the ‘Resurrection of the Dead’. Christ our Lord is physically retuning for us. Paul wrote exactly this to the Christians in Rome… 
“Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!... For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?”













         [Rom 11:11-15] 

Yes, life from the dead..! Here St. Paul is asking the Gentile Christians to keep things in perspective… Yes, the Gospel was sent to the Gentile world because the Jews rejected it; they were offended by our Lord, but St. Paul admonishes the Gentiles not to take their eyes off Israel, for if Israel’s rejection of the Gospel led to the Gentiles receiving the Gospel and therefore salvation, can you imagine what will happen when the Jews accept the Gospel…?  “Life from the Dead”… the second resurrection..! Our resurrection..!

We, although saved and fully redeemed by Christ’s salvific work on His Cross… (He remained a Carpenter until the very end, chiselling out His last work on a wooden cross … even for those who hated Him), we know we are not fully transformed. Deep within us we know two realities: We are saved and we are being saved. We ourselves join creation in her birth-pains, groaning for our complete salvation, for the Earth, a NEW creation and for us, a NEW body…  “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” [Rom 8:22-23]. Our bodies are fallen, they are corrupted according to St. Paul… But things will one day change for us… our corrupted (fallen) bodies will receive their full redemption, we will be uncorrupted (un-fallen) again… as it was in the beginning, so it will be at the end.
 “So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 







 “O Death, where is your sting?








 Hades, where is your victory?”                     [1 Cor. 15:51-55]
Did you catch that? Our corrupted bodies will once again be un-corrupted… our bodies will receive their original state back, an un-fallen body..! And what’s more, we will receive immortality..! Remember that our fallen-ness caused us to loose our immortality? Well receiving our unfallen-ness automatically returns immortality to us, so that which was in the beginning, immortal un-fallen eternal life in a human body, will once again be our state of being… this is the Christian hope… the hope of eternal human immortality in an un-fallen state. “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 








 “O Death, where is your sting?
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your victory?”
The Big Question: “Why will we need a New Body if we’re going to stay in Heaven?” We humans were created for life on Earth, we are not Angels, we are not ‘heavenly bodies’, we are earthly bodies, created for Eden. “So God created man in His own image; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” [Gen 1:27-31] The Earth is our home, it was given to us to live from and care for, instead we have raped and abused her, we have been bad stewards. Our fallen-ness destroyed far more than the image of God in us, but also God’s creation. So God’s attention now turns to His creation…
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.”



















        [Rev 21:1]

Although we are saved, we all share a dream to live in an un-fallen world. We are new creations seeking a new Creation. We all yearn for a homeland, we all seek a country we have not yet seen. The truth is we are going to heaven, but we go only for a time. It is written that God Himself will receive us into heaven, whether we sleep or are alive, while in heaven, God Himself will restore Earth to it’s un-fallen state, He will create a New Earth, a world without death, entropy will give way to a cycle of self-perpetuating life. “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. [Isa 65:17]

Our salvation event, our personal acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice reactivated our faith and awakened our hope, and it is this hope that brightens our countenance and feeds our Souls. Thus God does not fail in His promise, He gives us a New Home, a new Earth. We are God’s own people, we are His City, we are His new Jerusalem, yet we all groan, we hunger and we thirst for more righteousness. We know there is more to come. The future has already begun, we the Church are the future population of the new Earth. Bonhoeffer says: “Thus a beginning has already been made in this present age. A sign has been given.” Friend, do you hunger? Are you thirsty? Do you dream of a better world? Do you wish things were the way they were before the fall? If so, then let me shout in your ear… “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” Join the revolution the Jesus revolution… it’s your revolution… it’s your freedom..!
We are God’s new Jerusalem, His Bride… “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.”













        [Rev 3:12]

Did you note what happens to the City of God that was in heaven? It descended out from heaven and arrested on Earth, the new Earth… our home. Earth never ceased to be our home in the heart of God, but it needed fixing, just like we did… first us then our Home.
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

He said to me:   "It is done. 













I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”
















              [Rev 21:1-7]

Here is a diagram, simplified but giving a clear picture of the process of the salvation event: Biblical Hope is fundamentally salvation in it’s fullness, the restoration of eternal human immortality.
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The future has begun: This is the context of the Sermon on the Mount. An event between the Fall and the New Creation. Jesus lived in a Greco-Roman world, dominated by the modus operandi of the largest Empire known in human history, the Romans; who assimilated the Greek culture, including it’s philosophies and multiple religions. The Greco-Roman way was ‘The Way’ of life. All those ‘outside’ this Greco-Roman world, were considered Barbarians and Foreigners. Their way of life was the ‘right’ way… in the desert now stands a young carpenter Jesus, who was about to announce ‘His Way’. His Way is not only an alternative, but a way that is diametrically opposed to the status quo. Behold old things have passed away!

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ.”










          [2 Cor 5:16-20]

He begins: [Matt 5]

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

 Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.

 Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.

 Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.

 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
If what we believe is not worth dying for, it's not worth living for..! When we approach the Sermon on the Mount we need to approach it for what it is, THE WORD OF GOD. Because of it’s high call to a high standard, many have delegated Jesus’ Sermon to a list of strong suggestions or optional alternatives to the life we currently live. We live in dangerous times. If something does not fit our lifestyle, we are encouraged to reject it, and this thinking has slipped into the Christian Community. 

Our Biblical interpretation has in many instances been reduced to a quest for comfort and temporal prosperity, to the detriment of Christian character and an effective Christian witness. But the Sermon on the Mount offers us something much more serious than that, it is the call to Human Liberation. Embedded within the teaching of Christ, are the keys too unlock the doors of our emotional and psychological jails. Our freedom can be found within the petitions of the Sermon. Jesus, as always, is offering, petitioning, urging us to hear Him, so that we may be free. All things are new now, so our inner man needs to catch up to the new way of life. The external Greco-Roman status quo wants our life, it wants our devotion and obedience, but Christ is now our Master… we must follow Him now. If we dare, we’ll find our freedom, even though His way seems strange, difficult and counter culture.. it remains the only way of truth. As we submerge ourselves into the image of Christ, we become more human. Yes, the more we become the image of Christ, the more we become human, human as God intended. In Christ we are reborn. Is He worth dying for? “Yes”, then He’s worth living for. Come..! Eternal life is human life reborn.

Eternal life has been hidden from us due to the fall. Our falleness prevents us from experiencing eternal life because we are blinded by a deaf and dumb nature, the nature of Adam. But in Christ we receive the New Nature, the unfallen nature of God Himself, yet the scars of the Old Man render us unable to attain the new without force. Christ Himself not only satisfied the Law in it's lust for blood, it's rightful payment for having been broken, but Christ Himself also gave us our New Way of living to echo the regenerated inner call to live life as unfallen immortal human beings, created a little lower than heavenly beings. 

Jesus’ life was an open-book example of how human life should be and could be lived in this fallen world. In His sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave us the New Constitution for the New Creation, both the new creation within us and the New Creation to come, their are two New Creations: Recreated Man and our Recreated Heaven and Earth. The path of transformation is a process of sanctification. We are changing, we are becoming what we were. We were unfallen immortals living in an unfallen world without sin, disease and death. But sin entered creation and brought with it death. We live in a world that God did not plan, we were not made to live as fallen people in a fallen ecosystem, humans were made for eternity and goodness, thus the idea of eternity is a fundamental concept known inherently to all people, yet it is a concept that we can not understand nor explain and therefore could not have originated within the mind of man yet we all believe in it and more so… we yearn for it..! 
The faint haunting hope of eternity within us all is our real nature calling us to remember who we really are... We are eternal beings, yes human (not gods) but eternal humans looking for our true homeland. 

“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.”












 [Heb 11:13-15]

We are here: Webber says: "The Church is the witness of that which is to come, in a sense the Church is the presence of the future in the midst of the old. Although the old creation is dying and will be destroyed (at the 2nd coming), a new creation has been born, and is growing up in the midst of the old… The Church is to be the visible presence of the new creation in the world now.” 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

We enter the Kingdom of God with nothing of our own, we must leave all we have outside the city wall. As a Camel cannot fit through the eye of a needle, nor can we if we try to enter it in our own strength. All that we receive from God is unmerited and through grace. We live because He desires life for us. We eat because He feeds us. We have no ability to save ourselves, we are absolutely spiritually bankrupt, we are weak and unable to give what it takes to purchase our own salvation, we can not redeem ourselves. Once we come to this understanding, we are able to enter the Kingdom of God. If we enter poor in spirit, He will make us rich beyond our imagination. In our poverty we inherit riches, in our riches, we are rendered poor. Let scripture interpret scripture:

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

  [Matt 7:13-14]
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is not only a ‘new’ way to live, it's our ‘real’ way to really live. We can only hold on to one life at a time, to receive eternal life we have to let go of the fallen life. To live, we have to live as if we're dead. We are dead men walking. “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. [Gal 2:20]
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

We mourn in times of sadness, in times of suffering, often when we face the death of someone we’ve loved, even if that’s someone is our self; the death is of our ‘self ego’.  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” [Matt 6:24-33] Living God's way of being humble and meek, here and now, often is contrary to our culture and our 'natural' nature, our way of life. Living God's way often leads us into 

suffering and death of self. But those who DARE TO LIVE THE KINGDOM, as revealed in Jesus' Sermon of the Mount, WILL BE COMFORTED. Yes, true happiness and true comfort is only found in living life God's way, even though it looks crazy and illogical. If we 'mourn', we will be comforted. Thus Jesus cements this verse in between His admonition for us to walk in humility and meekness... even though this NEW lifestyle is contrary to our nature, we will find comfort... PEACE..!
Bonhoeffer, “By ‘mourning’ Jesus, of course, means doing without what the world calls peace and prosperity; He means refusing to be in tune with the world or to accommodate oneself to its standards.” However Bonoeffer also warns us of becoming misanthropic, we need to reject the worldly status quo that is contrary to Kingdom principles, but never reject the people we are sent to love, the people of the world.

“The world dreams of progress, of power and of the future, but the disciples meditate on the end, the last judgement, and the coming of the Kingdom.” (Bonhoeffer).

If we allow ourselves to be released from the ‘natural’ distractions and focus on the Kingdom of God and its way of life, in our ‘mourning of loss’, we will find comfort unexpected, a comfort that brings with it a peace unimaginable, a mystical contentment even in the face of lack… a concept still to be grasped by many modern Christians… yet Apostle Paul understood this, “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  [Phil 4:11-13]

Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.

The third beatitude is like the first, "Blessed are the meek". A meek person recognises his or her limits, abilities or lack of abilities, and humbly and honestly admits them. We admit our weaknesses in order to receive help, even though often people take advantage of our honesty and walk all over us. BUT GOD... promises for those who are "Poor in spirit" and "Meek", He will reward them by allowing them to receive Citizenship in His Kingdom and inherit His Earth...! (Pertaining to life now and the new Creation to come: Rev 21:1-6). Remember Jesus’ context… in His time in the 1st century near-East, the ‘Meek and Humble’ were the poor, the “down and outs”, they were the ‘discarded’ of society, having no ‘worth’ and ‘benefit’ to the ruling classes, they were totally disinherited… But Jesus tells them, contrary to the day, it is they, the poor, humble and meek that are the true heirs of the Earth. They are the real Citizens, citizens of the world they have been refused… Jesus gives it back to them..!

Please note the use of the word: INHERIT, the words EARN or DESERVE do not appear..! What we receive and what we inherit is given to us freely after Jesus paying the price. These two heart attitudes are the way we enter into our eternal hope with God, a Humble and Meek heart.

The current day modus operandi is competition, comparison and greed. This is the way ‘they’ desire to earn their piece of earth, but for ‘us’, it is not to be our way, our way is different. 

Again let Jesus interpret His own words: “And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. Love Your Enemies. [Matt 5:41-42]. 

Do you want to be free? Here Jesus tells us that when we are confronted with requests or are compelled to give or do something, we have to choose among three options: We can either say “No”, outright, or avoid answering and being haunted for days about it, or say “Yes” and help. The third option bring by far the most freedom and leaves the best testimony also fulfilling the command to love our neighbours as ourselves. But Jesus goes the extra mile… 

“What man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 








                                         [Matt 7:9-11]
Here Jesus was saying that to give somebody what they asked for was the ‘basic’ thing to do, our Father in heaven gives us much more. Thus when Jesus told His audience what to do when a Roman Soldier commanded them to carry their bags for ONE mile, He told them to do TWO miles… Doing and giving the bare minimum was not Jesus way of life. Jesus goes the extra mile. Then He concluded His saying with…

 “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you,

 do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

 

      [Matt 7: 12]

In the face of loosing or giving all they had away, they stood to inherit the Earth. Their inheritance was guaranteed, they did not have to fight for their inheritance, they simply received it as their hope… they would live again in a World where fairness and generosity were the norm. To be meek would be the standard. When you know you own the beach, you won’t try to grab the sand, you will be free. Believe..!

The sermon on the Mount is offered to us, not only as the Constitution of the New Creation but also as the way to true life, eternal life, an eternal life we can experience now, in this life, thus Jesus said, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  [John 17:3]. 

Human liberation is only found through living life God's way, because all human freedom is in Christ's example of His life. The sermon on the mount offers us the keys to open the door of eternal life and human liberation.  The question remains to be considered whether we are courageous enough to turn the key and open the door to our own death. How desperately do you want to live? Are you happy with a culture seasoned with a little Christian piety that accepts exaggerated capitalism and calls killing unborn babies a protection of freedom for a mother. Are we happy to be the minority of placid citizens that will vote in any government that offer our Churches tax cuts, or improve our material wealth while lowering the national morals? Are we happy to disregard Christ’s teachings in the face of going to war calling it our Christian right to kill others before they can kill us, if that was really their plan.. Who dares to live what Jesus taught? Do you?

Webber writes: "The Church is at the very counter of God’s cosmic purpose and is His appointed means of spreading the Gospel. But a Church which preaches the cross 

must itself be marked by the cross". This is a challenge to all of us, those who teach and those who are learning. Was Jesus a liar, an ideologist, a mad man or the honest voice of God to Mankind?

Blessed are the meek,

For they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

Bonhoeffer speaks of a growing hunger… “Those who follow Jesus grow hungry and thirsty on the way. They are longing for the forgiveness of all sin, for complete renewal, for the renewal too of the Earth and the full establishment of God’s law.” We are predestined to be conformed into a new image, not that of our own image any longer but the image of God's very own Son, Christ [Rom 8:29]. The more we become the image of Christ, the more we become human, because God became Man on Earth. But how can we strive towards an imagine if we have no real image to follow…

He is the Word of God. The Word is the image of God. He is the Word. The Word is the seed which carries the image; contemplation opens our spiritual womb readying us for conception; prayer employes our will to accept God's seed and so His Word and our obedience gives birth to Christ in us. We need to learn from the early Church who had a practice of following a 3 year catechism before the convert was allowed to be baptized. The ‘seekers’ were to study the Apostle’s Creed and the Sermon on the Mount as part of their preparation for Baptism. 

Their occupations were scrutinized to see if their was anything not conforming to the Christian ethics, such as Military service etc. If any conflict was found, the ‘Seeker’ was asked to change their occupation. Due to this many ‘Seekers’ never went through baptism and thus left the Church, reducing the size of the Church, but those that were ‘in’ were committed even in the face of personal cost [Webber]… and death. Therefore we need to recognise that we have a double role to manage; to nurture the deep desire for the future righteous theocratic creation which will be revealed, and the responsibility to stand for righteousness now in this world, soberly cognisant of the fact that complete righteousness will not be established until the Second coming of Christ. As Bonhoeffer said, “Those who follow Jesus grow hungry”, so our hunger must grow. Many innocent people, children, women and the poor suffer due to unrighteous acts and immoral laws, we are to protect the rights of those who have no voices. Christianity is not a moral religion, but our religion has moral obligations. Again Christ Himself interprets this beatitude:

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

  [Matt 5:13-16]

 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.

“The way that we treat the person we like the least, is the way we love God the most” [Bekker]. When I first heard my seminary Lecturer (my Brother-in-Law) say this, I thought it was an exaggeration to prove a point. But I gave him the benefit of the doubt (what mercy I showed…?), and went into God’s Word to see if this tied up with a Jesus saying… it did..! “And the King will answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  [Matt 25:40].

Please note, He said, “To Me” not “For Me”..! 

Mother Teresa once was asked why she serve poor people like she did, what was her motivation for serving Mankind … she answered, “I serve Christ within each one”. 

We often speak in sectarian terms, when referring to Christians and non-Christians, we say, “us” and “them”. Some say we can’t refer to “them” as Brothers and Sisters, yet the truth is, we are all God’s creation, Satan can’t take credit for creating anyone or anything, he is not a creator, he is the destroyer. So in reality, all people of the world are God’s children, some are “in” the house, and some are “out side”. Every person we meet is either a Brother or a Sister with us in the Father’s House, or they are a prodigal Brother or Sister, away from home. Our Father constantly watches for ‘them’ to come home, and when He sees ‘them’ from afar off, He’ll go running to ‘them’ to meet ‘them’. The challenge is how we will react when He blesses them beyond measure, and has a party for ‘them’, will we join in? Or will we stay outside offended? Don’t forget, all that ‘they’ receive, we have access to now..! Let’s enjoy the Father’s house and help our Father regather His Children? “Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy”.

Again, Jesus’ own words in His sermon on the Mount shed light on this beatitude: “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 

Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.”

 









         [Matt 5:21-26]

“Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy”.  

       [Matt 5:7]

Permit me to once again quote Dietrich Bonhoeffer, here follows his description of a ‘merciful Christian’, … “They go out and seek all who are enmeshed in the toils of sin and guilt. No distress is too great, no sin too appalling for their pity. If any man falls into disgrace, the merciful will sacrifice their own honour to shield him, and take his shame upon themselves. They will be found consorting with publicans and sinners, careless of the shame they incur thereby. In order that they may be merciful they cast away the most priceless treasure of human life, their personal dignity and honour. For the only honour and dignity they know is their Lord’s own mercy, to which alone they owe their very lives. The cross makes them forget their own honour and dignity, and seek the society of sinners.”

Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see God.

It is true what Jesus said later on in His sermon… "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! [Matt 6:22-23]. 

What we see is influenced by the state of our hearts. In this beatitude Jesus tells us that those of pure heart will ‘see God’. We often encounter God in ways and in forms we would never expect to, thus we often don’t recognize Him. I am reminded by the scripture verse which says, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.” [Heb 13:2] God often shows up in ways we do not recognise. Our predetermined ideas of ‘Who’ God is and ‘What’ He looks like, precondition us to recognise or reject the presence of God. We are naturally judgemental. We need to remain spiritually discerning, but we also need to let God out of the box we’ve put Him into. We need to focus on our own heart, we need to focus on healing our own Souls, because whether we like to admit it or not, we all project what we’re going through onto others… “Hurt people hurt”, by this I mean to say, that those of us who are hurting, we end up hurting others, our injuries, injure those around us. Jesus said it like this…

[Matt 7:1-5]    “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”
The Kingdom of God is a world of inverted principles and paradoxes. We die to live… The more we give away the more we get back… When we seek the humble places we get exalted to honour… in slavery we find freedom and we are commanded to love our enemies… God’s Kingdom seems to be upside-down… or is it rather the right-side-up? I hunger for such a place, a place where I no-longer have to defend myself, explain myself or request pardon for acting innocently. I hate having to ‘read’ someone ‘between the lines’. Being polite and diplomatic s a form of kindness, but having a ‘double face’ and hidden agendas is just outright evil and cruel. “Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’, and your ‘No’ be ‘No.” Jesus commanded us. He mentioned how making Oaths was forbidden, because they seem to infer that what is said not under oath, may not be as honest as what is said under oath. In the words of Bonhoeffer, “The Oath must go, since it is a protection for the lie. ‘Let your Yes be Yes and your No No’… means that every word we utter is spoken in His presence, and not only those words which are accompanied by an Oath. Since we always speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth, there is no need for an Oath.” 

“The kingdom of God does not come with observation;

 “nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ 

For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”   [Luke 17:21]

“The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 

but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 













    [Rom 14:17]

Those of pure heart, of honest hearts, who dare to remove the masks and live as an open book, trusting in the Lord, will witness a life of freedom and peace like never before experienced. In order to live, ‘we’ (the self ego), have to die. We have to let go what people think of us, let go of the embarrassment of our upbringing, our background, lack of or excess of education, social status, titles or lack thereof. Who we are is not determined by those around us, but by Him who created us and gave us our intrinsic value at birth. 
 For You formed my inward parts;

         You covered me in my mother’s womb.

  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
         Marvellous are Your works,

         And that my soul knows very well. 



[Ps 139:13-14]
“The pure in heart have child-like simplicity like Adam before the fall, innocent alike of good and evil: their hearts are not ruled by their conscience, but by the will of Jesus. Only they will see God, who in this life have looked solely unto Jesus Christ, the Son of God. For then their hearts are free from all defiling fantasies and are not distracted by conflicting desires and intensions.  

They are wholly absorbed by the contemplation of God. They shall see God, whose hearts have become a reflection of the image of Jesus Christ.” [Bonhoeffer]

Blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.

The phrase ‘sons of God’ (huios theos), comes up frequently in the New Testament text. Their are various Greek words that are used to refer to a child, these are:

1. παιδίον (pī-dē'-on) = Child (infant, often preceded by ‘little’, as in ‘little child’)

2. τέκνον (te'k-non) = Male child

3. υἱός (hwē-o's) = A Son (Child of God), a son of character

[Rom 8:14]

   “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
   “ὅσοι γὰρ πνεύματι θεοῦ ἄγονται οὗτοι εἰσιν υἱοὶ θεοῦ”

The third word υἱός (hwē-o's), is the word used in Jesus beatitude, Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God (υἱοὶ θεοῦ).” It is important for us to note the particular usage of this word υἱός (huios), because it differs from the other words in that it carries the meaning of a Child that reflects the character of the Father that conceived it. A υἱός (huios) is more than just ‘a child’ but a Child that reflects it’s Father’s character which is normally associated with maturity, not dissimilar to in a Child coming of age into ‘Adulthood’. A υἱός (huios) can be trusted with responsibility to govern both the Household and its Servants on behalf of the Family. Being a υἱός (huios), is no-longer being a little παιδίον (pī-dē'-on) or τέκνον (te'k-non) anymore; being a son of God (υἱοὶ θεοῦ)”, is a step away from immaturity and a leap towards the responsibility to truly reflect our Father’s image to a dying world. How can they see Him in us, if we have divided His image? Thus Jesus commands a blessing on those who work for unity and reconciliation at every level within society.

Reconciliation is at the heart of God’s message to mankind. We, the Church, are to reconcile Man to God, and Man to Man. We all share in the ‘ministry of reconciliation’, no-one is excluded. “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.

 









        [2 Cor 5:18-20] 
“Blessed are the peacemakers” … Peacemaking may not always be fruitful as the involved parties have to ‘play ball’, but we are to be committed to the process of reconciliation wherever there seems to be an opportunity, doors don’t open many times simply because we don’t knock… Knock, you might be surprised..! Reconciliation must involve reconciliation with ourselves first.

What I mean by this is simply that for us to reconcile with others, we must first come to a place of peace with ourselves. The Second Commandment is like the First..! The first is to love God with all we can, spirit, soul and body; the second admonishes us to love our neighbour as ourselves… Herein lies a great ‘formula’ for inner-healing:

(1) Love God ( (2) Love yourself  ( (3) Love your neighbour

Please note, it’s love (1) God then (2) Self then (3) Neighbour… did you see the sequence? Sounds rather strange to our religious ears, but it’s true. We are commanded to love our neighbours ‘AS’ ourselves…. Question: How can you love me if you hate yourself? God’s standard for loving me, is the way you love yourself… Can you accept yourself? … Yes? Then you’re ready to accept me. Can you be generous with yourself? … Yes?, then you’re able to be generous with me. Can you look me in my eyes? Can you look in the mirror like the shepherd-boy-King David and say, “I will praise You Lord, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.” 

Honestly, can you say this to yourself looking in a mirror, can you celebrate your beauty, your body, your creation? If so, then you’re ready to celebrate me. Have you noticed many of those who struggle to accept themselves seldom complement others? The ‘formula’ (used in a very loose way), is to love God with all we have, to allow Him to submerge us in His accepting love, a love truly without conditions and limits. This may take some time, weeks, months years, whatever it takes, do it..! Let His love and acceptance heal our brokenness until we begin to see ourselves ‘as’ He sees us. Only then will we see right. Only then will we find out ‘who’ we really are, because He strips off the masks. Basking in His love, we find an acceptance that only He can offer. In this ocean of love, we realize we don’t need the masks and find ourselves voluntarily laying them down. Once our defences become dormant, we begin to unite our thoughts to His and love what he loves, we begin to accept what He loves, in looking for God, we find ourselves, our ‘true’ selves..! Often during this time of reconciliation bad habits begin to fall away, as many of our bad habits are ‘emotional programs for happiness’, and are just symptoms of a deeper need. I have seen many eating disorders healed like this, extreme diets are just ‘Band Aids’ and never deal with the root cause. Once we get to this place of self acceptance we find a love and acceptance welling up from within us for those we previously had to compassion or love for. We begin to offer others precisely what God offered us … an unconditional love. It is not true that ‘Time Heals’, time can help, but it is love that heals, because perfect love, casts out fear, and fear is the only thing we have to loose.
Reconciled people reconcile others, blessed are the peacemakers: “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;  that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”
       [John 17:20-23]

“Father let us be ONE, one with You, one with ourselves and one with each other, so that the World will believe that You sent Your Son Jesus, and that You love them, the World, as You love Your very own Son, Jesus. Forgive us for our divisions?”

Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

The beatitude continues to spell out the glory that awaits those who endure persecution for righteousness sake: “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Bonhoeffer said, “The fellowship of the beatitudes is the fellowship of the Crucified, for these disciples, these meek strangers are bound to provoke the world to insult.”  The key here is “for righteousness sake”. Christ does expect His disciples to die for Him, to die for ‘the cause’, however He does not require us to die for nothing, or even worse, due to our own stupidity and personal mission. We are promised to be blessed when we suffer persecution for righteousness sake, not for vanity’s sake..!

Standing up to announce the Kingdom is generally seen as an offence to today’s society. If this is true in our day imagine what it was like in Jesus’ time? The Roman Empire thought it and its Emperors were the ‘salvation of mankind’. The Roman Empire believed it was the god’s instrument to bring peace and prosperity to the world… they were our saviours… ‘Caesar is Lord’ was the official chant of the day, this is where the early Christians got the phrase, ‘Jesus is Lord’ from… imagine that, while citizens are walking around saying ‘Caesar is Lord’, a strange minority were speaking out in direct opposition to the saviour empire, saying … “No, Jesus is Lord”..! By preaching the “Kingdom of Heaven is here” was saying that an invasion was taking place..! The Roman world did not take well to ‘other’ Kingdoms being established in their Empire. The Christian’s message was a message of subversion and seen as a threat to Rome.

Standing up for what we believe is not always an easy thing, yet it is required of us. One of our weaknesses as an modern Church, is that we have ‘cheapened’ the Gospel of Christ. In many streams of church, Jesus is offered as a ‘credit card’ to be slipped into our wallets, and whenever ‘we’ need (desire), something, we quickly whip Him out, use His name and put Him back in His place… before He has chance to ask anything of us..! These are extremes of course, an extreme not a general occurrence, but it is an extreme which reflects the way secularism has affected our Christianity. 

We need to be aware of the pitfalls of extreme capitalism, materialism and greed.. they sometime creep into our Churches, the ‘empire’ wants to invade the ‘Kingdom’… beware Friends..! Is your Church an empire or a member of the Kingdom? Standing up for what we believe can and will invite persecution, but we can be comforted by God’s two-fold promise: We join the rank of Prophets and an eternal reward awaits us.
Freya Madeline Stark said, "Their can be no happiness if the things we believe in are different from the things we do!" 
Such a Christianity points us towards the minority, and their narrow gate: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. You Will Know Them by Their Fruits.”

 [Matt7:13-14]
Jesus tells us we will be known for our honest Christianity by the fruit we produce. Here He makes the obvious connection for genuine Christianity by receiving persecution for having stood up for righteousness. It has been said that bad things happen because good people don’t speak up..! This is the plight of many.

We may be the minority, our gate may be narrow, our way may be difficult… But it leads to life..! This is exactly why we should not shy away from digging deeper in to the Sermon on the Mount. Although it offers us some tough considerations, it also offers us the WAY TO LIFE…! This may seem to pragmatic to some, or an act of the ego for self-gratification, but it is not so. Jesus’ offer of life is not to ‘reward’ our obedience, like throwing a bone for the dog..! No, Jesus is so deeply committed to our liberation and true humanity that He offers us the keys to ‘letting go’ of ourselves so that we might be free to receive real life, a life that gives away that which is preventing it from receiving. Jesus knows too well that we are fallen people jailed in a fallen body, and the only way to eternal life is to let the ‘old ways’ go and to begin to live a ‘new way’. This is the difficulty, to believe that this up-side-down Kingdom way of Jesus is truly going to bring us freedom… we thought we had to fight, compete and work hard for freedom, sometimes even dropping Atomic Bombs on innocent Women and Children..? But Jesus walks out of a Carpenter’s Shop and tell us we’ve all got it back-to-front, and He has a better way..! A counter culture way, a narrow way and a way that He admits is difficult… but will lead to life…! So those who dare to believe follow and live, it has been done by many, He is the Truth, the Way and the Life.

   

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
[Matt 7:15-29]

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

In closing: Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and to know Him is to have eternal life. The Beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5 and interpreted by Jesus Himself in chapter 6 and 7, in His Sermon on the Mount. The beatitudes are the abbreviations of the ‘principles’ Jesus lived by and expects His disciples to live by. “Those who preach the Gospel must be marked by the Cross”  

The Sermon on the Mount is a way home, “All are called to be what in the reality of God they are already”, [Bonhoeffer]. We are becoming who we are. We are being restored to who God intended us to be. We were who God wanted at our birth, but then the ‘fallen world’ got in on our growing-up years and destroyed the image of God in us… but being on pilgrimage with God means we are being returned to our original nature, we are becoming who we are..! 

Jesus’ way is different, His ways ‘seem’ up-side-down, when in fact they are right-side-up..! “The only way to overcome evil is to let it run itself to a stand-still because it does not find resistance it is looking for. Resistance merely creates further evil and adds fuel to the flames. But when evil meets no opposition and encounters no obstacle but only patient endurance, its sting is drawn, and at last it meets an opponent which is more than its match. Violence stands condemned by its failure to evoke counter-violence” [Bonhoeffer]. Love is the only way. “The more bitter our enemy’s hatred, the greater his need of love.” Jesus calls us beyond passive endurance, Bonhoeffer continues… “Love your enemies means to go further and to engage in heart-felt love towards him that hates us.” 

We close with a final challenge from Bonhoeffer: “The hall-mark of Christianity is our separation from the world, our transcendence of its standards, and our extraordinariness (without misanthropy). The call to the extraordinary is the inevitable risk men and women must take when they follow Christ. We are therefore confronted with a paradox. Our activity must be visible, but never be done for the sake of making it visible. ‘Let your light so shine before men’, and yet: Take care that you hide it! All that the follower of Jesus has to do is to make sure that his obedience, following and love are entirely spontaneous and unpremeditated. If you do good, you must not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, you must be quite unconscious of it.”

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount offers us a way home, a way back to being free, human life as God intended. It is our lot is this life to live our earthly lives with confident the hope of our future full salvation, culminating at Christ’s return revealing our glorification and our return to eternity. This hope must be our daily meditation, it is the hope that keeps us alive, it is this hope that will offer us courage, knowing that one day we will see Him face to face, then we can really tell Him just how much he means to us. Imagine … dare to imagine Him looking back at you, telling you, how much you mean to Him… imagine Friend, I’ll be there with you..! 

Come Lord Jesus, come..!

References:

‘The Cost of Discipleship’ (Bonhoeffer) ISBN: 0-334-00259-1

‘Comon Roots’ (Webber) ISBN: 0-310-36630-5

‘Lectio Divina’ (Khoury) ISBN: 978-1-86082-359-6

NOOMA (Rob Bell): Breathe | 014

                            You | 015

                            Rhythm | 011

                            She | 021

Bible readings taken from: New King James and New International Version (English)

Suggested reading:

‘The Sermon on the Mount Through the Centuries: From Early Church to John Paul II (Jeffrey, Greenman, Larsen).

‘Jesus Today’ (Albert Nolan): ISBN-13: 978-1-57075-672-6

Yours faithfully,

( Tony PALMER

Community Bishop and Founding Community Member

tony@thearkcommunity.org
SKYPE: tony-thearkcommunity

[image: image2.png]



  www.thearkcommunity.org
An Inter-denominational Christian Community

Consecrated members of the Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches (CEEC). www.theceec.org
Tel: +44 0787 906 7827 (UK) or +39 333 834 9945 (Italy) 

Postal Address: 17 Hornbeam Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 0AF, England
Justification   (  Sanctification   (   Glorification   (   Immortality





     Heaven 


Glorification 





Justification





Sanctification





New Creation





    The Fall      Conversion         Life         Rapture       Immortality


								      / Death








PAGE  
21

